
Outlook

A&L Supports LEARN Program IDS courses

From Barclay Barrios <bbarrios@fau.edu>
Date Fri 9/27/2024 10:59 AM
To Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Cc Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>

Donna:
 
I am writing to express the support of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters for the creation
of IDS courses, housed in UGS, to serve student participating in the LEARN program.
 
Barclay Barrios, PhD
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies and Broward Campuses,
Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters
Professor, Department of English
561-297-4573
 
// Pronouns: he, him, his
 



Outlook

Support for the Learn program

From Julia Higgs <jhiggs@fau.edu>
Date Thu 10/3/2024 4:44 PM
To Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>; Marc Rhorer <mrhorer@fau.edu>

Donna, 

On behalf of the College of Business undergraduate curriculum committee, I want to thank you
for attending our college meeting to better educate us about the LEARN program and how
business students are likely to benefit from it.  The College of Business extends its support for
the LEARN program. 

As we discussed, we believe the best option for our students is to have the flexibility to have
zero credit courses related to this program.  This is necessary because we have limited space
for electives available to business majors.  This will increase the likely participation of our
students.  

Julia L. Higgs, Ph.D., CPA
Professor
School of Accounting
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road
Boca Raton, FL  33431
Office:  (561) 297-3663
Fax:  (561) 297-7023
www.soa.fau.edu
 

http://www.soa.fau.edu/


Outlook

Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.

From Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Date Wed 9/25/2024 11:17 AM
To Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>

Yash, 
This works for now. Thank you so much. 
We will go ahead with creating permanent zero credit versions of the course within undergraduate
studies with Education's support. 
Donna

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies
Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
 
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, GS 212
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Email: Dchamely@fau.edu
Phone: 561-297-1019
Fax: 561-297-2759

From: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 9:46 PM
To: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Hi Donna,
I am in Minnesota on a national writing project for a few days. Based on what I've heard, this is what I
can do at this time:

(a) Support the two courses
(b) Adding 1-2 credits to our programs is not an option at this time for several reasons
(c) The different departments and baccalaureate degree programs have not committed to

changing/adding the information (0 credit courses) to their programs and in catalog descriptions;
hence careful consideration is requested about mentioning College of Education's involvement;
more time is needed to obtain commitment from different degree programs and departments.

This way OURI and Undergraduate Studies can move forward without further delays. Will this work?

mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu


Thank you,
Yash

Yash Bhagwanji, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Curriculum and Instruction (CI)
330 College of Education, Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, Florida 33431

Editor, International Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education (IJECEE)
https://naturalstart.org/research

From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 10:21 AM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Dear Yash and Sigal, 
A quick follow up. We are soliciting your endorsements from your College for creating these two intro to
research courses as permanent courses. 
Let me know how I can assist . I just met with the COB curriculum committee to answer questions.
Our timeline has been adjusted to faciliate such conversations. 
Please let me know, 

Hope this helps
Donna

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies
Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
 
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, GS 212
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Email: Dchamely@fau.edu
Phone: 561-297-1019
Fax: 561-297-2759

From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 12:11 PM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
We will likely be shooting for the oct UUPC meeting if that helps. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalstart.org%2Fresearch&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7C62217323334a4ed33e9d08dcdc3aa99f%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638627391712429620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ng%2Fy9ADDRx2H5zKZOEqEXET0bgsaejwCUxoJkMGe%2Fsk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu


We are so grateful for your efforts to get College support. 
And of course happy to provide any additional information or attend any meetings to help
🙂

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies
Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
 
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, GS 212
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Email: Dchamely@fau.edu
Phone: 561-297-1019
Fax: 561-297-2759

From: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 11:49 AM
To: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Thank you, Donna. I will look into the best strategy for reaching out to the college departments and
programs and getting their input.

Yash

Yash Bhagwanji, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Curriculum and Instruction (CI)
330 College of Education, Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, Florida 33431

Editor, International Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education (IJECEE)
https://naturalstart.org/research

From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 10:51 AM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Dear Yash and Sigal, 

OURI has successfully offered a research learning community program for the past 8 years successfully,
called LEARN. Here is the link to the LEARN program Learning Environment and Academic Research
Network | Florida Atlantic University (fau.edu) 

mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalstart.org%2Fresearch&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7C62217323334a4ed33e9d08dcdc3aa99f%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638627391712448774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=evuCIbFIDyA3dXnS4%2FdYLpSfV3I4CtQaVnkV8St7uRI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fau.edu/learn/
https://www.fau.edu/learn/


 
The program requirements include.

1. Completion of 2 (0-1 credit) Introduction to research courses successfully  -Fall and Spring.
2. Pairing with a faculty mentor (by Dec) and engagement in research with a faculty mentor (Spring)
3. Multi-tiered mentoring including peer mentors again embedded within the course.
4. Community engagement activities embedded both within the courses as well as through a

“calendar” of events we offer within the LEARN program.
 
We are now expanding to include a second cohort (Fall 2023) to include Arts, Humanities, Business and
Education, after a successful pilot last year.
 Students are FTIC (FLEARN) and AA Transfer students (TLEARN).
There are some good benefits to being part of the LEARN Program -About LEARN | Florida Atlantic
University (fau.edu)
From an institutional perspective, our LEARN STEM students outperform a controlled comparison group
(and FAU) in retention and graduation, and most (87.5 – 100%) continue on in research past LEARN.
 Additionally we have found it helpful for recruiting into Honors in the Major programs where research is
a priority.
 
We are applying for the creation of permanent courses through UUPC this upcoming year.  We piloted
within special topics.  
Attached are the LEARN Syllabi for the program. 
The 2000 level are for FLEARN and the 4000 level are for TLEARN. Both groups include a zero credit
option (if the credit bearing one can’t count towards the student degrees).

Since these are multidisciplinary courses, they will be created under UGS as IDS courses. 
We wanted to introduce this to you in case EDU and SWCJ students apply in future years. We are asking
your College to support this proposal (via email) and consider whether these courses could be included
as potential electives within the students major.  For students in your college - would you prefer them to
take the 1 credit course  or the zero credit course option, and what would be the implications (excess
credits, college/dept approvals etc. Typically, we send the student to their advisor for making these
decisions, but it is helpful to know from the College perspective. 

We are hoping to submit the new courses for the Sept 9th meeting. Let me know what else I can provide
or if you have any questions.
 
Grateful for your support. 
Donna
 

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies
Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
 
Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, GS 212
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Email: Dchamely@fau.edu
Phone: 561-297-1019
Fax: 561-297-2759

https://www.fau.edu/learn/about/
https://www.fau.edu/learn/about/
mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu


Outlook

Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.

From Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Date Tue 10/1/2024 9:08 AM
To Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>

Hi Donna,
 
It was so lovely chatting with you!
 
Please see my response below:
 
The College of Social Work & Criminal Justice supports the creation of IDS courses to
serve students participating in the LEARN program for zero credits.
 
Best.
 
•••
Sigal Altman Rubin, MSCCJ (she/hers)
Senior Instructor & Undergraduate Program Coordinator
FAU School of Criminology & Criminal Justice
fau.edu/sccj
(561) 297-4287
SO-44, Room 208D
Facebook  |  Instagram  |  Twitter
Invest In Our Mission

“You can’t be anything you want, but you can be everything you are.” ~ anonymous 

“You are the artist of your own life; don’t hand the paintbrush to anyone else.” ~ Maria Shriver

 
From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Date: Monday, September 30, 2024 at 10:41 AM
To: Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.

http://fau.edu/sccj
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFAUCriminalJustice&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897240438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I4zPowXwTMXCxNRjfOBdj3ina1b8b9AZNpFq%2FcJ%2Fp0A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffausocialworkcj%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897262379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uif4H3Dx%2BJI4DHE6Uct3O9vwT1xi%2BJV8QdNYhC%2FNL4o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffausocialworkcj&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897278093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b96k%2BTLaVLyd8IehpC3ccS81GGbYZZO3GSFwchyttOo%3D&reserved=0
https://fauf.fau.edu/criminology


So awesome chatting with you. 
Attached are the two we got from AL and EDU.  The AL one is more specific. 
Thanks Sigal, 
Donna
 
 
 

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies

Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

 

Florida Atlantic University

777 Glades Road, GS 212

Boca Raton, FL 33431

Email: Dchamely@fau.edu

Phone: 561-297-1019

Fax: 561-297-2759

 

From: Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 2:06 PM
To: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Hi!
 
I apologize – this week has been so crazy!
 
Would you have anything available for next week?
 
Best.
 
•••
Sigal Altman Rubin, MSCCJ (she/hers)
Senior Instructor & Undergraduate Program Coordinator
FAU School of Criminology & Criminal Justice
fau.edu/sccj
(561) 297-4287
SO-44, Room 208D
Facebook  |  Instagram  |  Twitter
Invest In Our Mission

mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu
http://fau.edu/sccj
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFAUCriminalJustice&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897293338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=utGXAeA1WBcZi5Be0sBqoyvbzKkZWJFaZ6zxNbuuxv8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffausocialworkcj%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897308585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8B25TOlnq71fIaepXsvIXSm9Nee%2Ft0jycItlDrP7BwY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffausocialworkcj&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897323675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wc2YNtMzza0%2FTWw3L%2Fex1mDVdm7HYJJ4vI2euZxwiQg%3D&reserved=0
https://fauf.fau.edu/criminology


“You can’t be anything you want, but you can be everything you are.” ~ anonymous 

“You are the artist of your own life; don’t hand the paintbrush to anyone else.” ~ Maria Shriver

 
From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Date: Monday, September 23, 2024 at 1:42 PM
To: Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.

of course Sigal. 
I am free this afternoon, 
Tuesday 24th after 3.30 
Wed 25th before 11 
 
Will any of these work? 
Donna
 

From: Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 1:12 PM
To: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Hi Donna,
 
I apologize for the delay. The start of the semester has been very busy!
 
I am trying to understand what kind of support you need from us. Can we set up a brief
zoom to discuss?
 
Best.
 
•••
Sigal Altman Rubin, MSCCJ (she/hers)
Senior Instructor & Undergraduate Program Coordinator
FAU School of Criminology & Criminal Justice
fau.edu/sccj
(561) 297-4287
SO-44, Room 208D
Facebook  |  Instagram  |  Twitter
Invest In Our Mission

http://fau.edu/sccj
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFAUCriminalJustice&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897340203%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VP%2BOT0IxG3AN3dRqD7ydfjPsB0wMJGmPj5zxtqgkhi0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffausocialworkcj%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897366679%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ajuvyuBKOtkClQ4cA2affEkg%2BYmCY0fyOjW8I6%2F4B%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ffausocialworkcj&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897386851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tT%2Fq7bfWZw07kbcWHEgBYQQdR3tIOSuz0wxpwOs2HLY%3D&reserved=0
https://fauf.fau.edu/criminology


“You can’t be anything you want, but you can be everything you are.” ~ anonymous 

“You are the artist of your own life; don’t hand the paintbrush to anyone else.” ~ Maria Shriver
 

 
From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Date: Monday, September 23, 2024 at 10:21 AM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>, Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>, Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.

Dear Yash and Sigal, 
A quick follow up. We are soliciting your endorsements from your College for creating these two
intro to research courses as permanent courses. 
Let me know how I can assist . I just met with the COB curriculum committee to answer
questions.
Our timeline has been adjusted to faciliate such conversations. 
Please let me know, 
 
Hope this helps
Donna
 
 

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies

Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

 

Florida Atlantic University

777 Glades Road, GS 212



Boca Raton, FL 33431

Email: Dchamely@fau.edu

Phone: 561-297-1019

Fax: 561-297-2759
 
 

From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 12:11 PM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
We will likely be shooting for the oct UUPC meeting if that helps. 
We are so grateful for your efforts to get College support. 
And of course happy to provide any additional information or attend any meetings to help
🙂
 
 

Donna Chamely-Wiik, Ph.D.

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Research and Prestigious Fellowships, Undergraduate Studies

Associate Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry

 

Florida Atlantic University

777 Glades Road, GS 212

Boca Raton, FL 33431

Email: Dchamely@fau.edu

Phone: 561-297-1019

Fax: 561-297-2759

 
 

From: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 11:49 AM
To: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: Re: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Thank you, Donna. I will look into the best strategy for reaching out to the college departments and
programs and getting their input.
 

mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu
mailto:Dchamely@fau.edu


Yash
 
Yash Bhagwanji, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Curriculum and Instruction (CI)
330 College of Education, Florida Atlantic University
777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
 

Editor, International Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education (IJECEE)

https://naturalstart.org/research

 
 

From: Donna Chamely-Wiik <dchamely@fau.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 10:51 AM
To: Yash Bhagwanji <ybhagwan@fau.edu>; Sigal Rubin <rubins@fau.edu>
Cc: Lauren Gapczynski <lmelanson2015@fau.edu>; Dan Meeroff <dmeeroff@fau.edu>
Subject: LEARN program expansion to Humanities - College support.
 
Dear Yash and Sigal, 
 
OURI has successfully offered a research learning community program for the past 8 years
successfully, called LEARN. Here is the link to the LEARN program Learning Environment and
Academic Research Network | Florida Atlantic University (fau.edu) 
 
The program requirements include.

1. Completion of 2 (0-1 credit) Introduction to research courses successfully  -Fall and
Spring.

2. Pairing with a faculty mentor (by Dec) and engagement in research with a faculty mentor
(Spring)

3. Multi-tiered mentoring including peer mentors again embedded within the course.
4. Community engagement activities embedded both within the courses as well as through a

“calendar” of events we offer within the LEARN program.
 
We are now expanding to include a second cohort (Fall 2023) to include Arts, Humanities,
Business and Education, after a successful pilot last year.
 Students are FTIC (FLEARN) and AA Transfer students (TLEARN).
There are some good benefits to being part of the LEARN Program -About LEARN | Florida
Atlantic University (fau.edu)
From an institutional perspective, our LEARN STEM students outperform a controlled
comparison group (and FAU) in retention and graduation, and most (87.5 – 100%) continue on
in research past LEARN.  Additionally we have found it helpful for recruiting into Honors in the
Major programs where research is a priority.
 
We are applying for the creation of permanent courses through UUPC this upcoming year.  We
piloted within special topics.  
Attached are the LEARN Syllabi for the program. 
The 2000 level are for FLEARN and the 4000 level are for TLEARN. Both groups include a zero
credit option (if the credit bearing one can’t count towards the student degrees).
 
Since these are multidisciplinary courses, they will be created under UGS as IDS courses. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalstart.org%2Fresearch&data=05%7C02%7Cdchamely%40fau.edu%7Cbc9f80c351494514726b08dce21a1776%7C63c3c9c1e824413fb4352f0cabb2828f%7C0%7C0%7C638633848897402192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keZOUj3VMATIlxPu34sb2LNGxqf5JM8nXaL4VAyTrAc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fau.edu/learn/
https://www.fau.edu/learn/
https://www.fau.edu/learn/about/
https://www.fau.edu/learn/about/


We wanted to introduce this to you in case EDU and SWCJ students apply in future years. We
are asking your College to support this proposal (via email) and consider whether these courses
could be included as potential electives within the students major.  For students in your college -
would you prefer them to take the 1 credit course  or the zero credit course option, and what
would be the implications (excess credits, college/dept approvals etc. Typically, we send the
student to their advisor for making these decisions, but it is helpful to know from the College
perspective. 
 
We are hoping to submit the new courses for the Sept 9th meeting. Let me know what else I can
provide or if you have any questions.
 
Grateful for your support. 
Donna
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