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Each spring, the Florida Atlantic Athletics Department hosts “Pro Day” — a day where 
nearly every National Football League organization descends upon the campus to evaluate 
NFL hopefuls. The one-day “mini-camp” is an opportunity for scouts to gather detailed 
information and have a one-on-one look at every Owl that has aspirations to play professionally 
at football’s highest level.

The morning session is dedicated to those players who have completed their eligibility. 
The afternoon session is for rising seniors and is limited according to NCAA rules. During 
the morning, scouts conduct thorough measurements, including weight testing in the FAU 
Strength and Conditioning Center as well as the broad jump. Also, Owls show off their skills 
in the vertical leap prior to moving to the Track and Field Complex where the hopefuls use 
the opportunity to run the 40 and showcase their footwork through agility drills.

F A U  F O O T B A L L

In 2010, Rusty Smith 
became the fi rst FAU 
player to be drafted 

by an NFL team. 
Smith went to the 

Tennessee Titans in 
the sixth round.

Rob Housler became 
the second FAU player 

drafted, and the highest 
FAU player taken, when 

the Arizona Cardinals 
selected him in the third 
round of the 2011 draft.

Just 10 years old, Florida Atlantic 
football has established the traditions 

by which future players will be 
judged. Each season, the bar has 

moved just a little higher and 
each season the awards 

continue to mount.
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Just 10 years old, Florida Atlantic 
football has established the traditions 

by which future players will be 
jjudged. Each season, the bar has 

moved just a little higher and 
eeach season the awards 

continue to mount.

5 seasons in Division I-AA – 5 All-Americans

5 seasons in Bowl Subdivision – 3 All-Americans

3 players have earned National Player-of-the-Week honors

An average of 18.7 football players, earn a 3.0+ GPA each semester

The Ramon Rickards “Bone Award” is awarded each season to the player with the most “Big Hits”

18 players, have signed professional contracts

2 bowl appearances – 2 MVPs, 1 defensive MVP

2 NFL Draftees – Rusty Smith and Rob Housler

1 Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year

1 preseason Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year

7.33 All-Conference selections each season, on average, since joining Sun Belt

1 Sun Belt Title


