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1. INSTRUCTIONS AND TEMPLATE GUIDELINES 
Purpose 
Continuing accreditation is subject to the submission of interim progress reports at defined intervals after 
an eight-year or four-year term of continuing accreditation is approved. 
 
This narrative report, supported by documentation, covers three areas: 
1. The program’s correction of not-met Conditions or Student Performance Criteria from the previous 

Interim Progress Report. 
2. Significant changes to the program or the institution since the last visit. 
3. Summary of Preparations for Adapting to 2020 NAAB Conditions. 
 
Supporting Documentation 
1. Evidence must be provided for each Condition and SPC “not met,” including detailed descriptions of 

changes to the curriculum that have been made in response to not-met SPC that were identified in 
the review of the previous Interim Progress Report. Identify any specific outcomes expected to 
student performance. Attach new or revised annotated syllabi identifying changes for required 
courses that address unmet SPC. 

2. Provide information regarding changes in leadership or faculty membership. Identify the anticipated 
contribution to the program for new hires and include either a narrative biography or one-page CV. 

3. Evidence of student work is required for SPCs ‘not met’ in the most recent VTR. 
• Provide three examples of minimum-pass work for each deficiency and submit student 

work evidence to NAAB in electronic format. (Refer to the “Guidelines for Submitting 
Digital Content in IPRs” for the required format and file organization.) 

• All student work evidence must be labeled and clearly annotated so that each example 
cross-references the specific SPC being evaluated and shows compliance with that SPC. 

4. Provide additional information that may be of interest to the NAAB team at the next accreditation visit. 
 

Outcomes 
IPRs are reviewed by a panel of three: one current NAAB director, one former NAAB director, and one 
experienced team chair.1 The panel may make one of three recommendations to the Board regarding the 
interim report: 
 
1. Accept the interim fifth-year report as having demonstrated satisfactory progress toward addressing 

deficiencies identified in the most recent VTR;                                                               

2. Reject the fifth-year interim report as having not demonstrated sufficient progress toward addressing 
deficiencies and advance the next accreditation sequence by at least one but not more than three 
calendar years. In such cases, the chief academic officer of the institution will be notified with copies 
to the program administrator and a schedule will be determined so that the program has at least six 
months to prepare an APR.  

3. The annual statistical report (See Section 9 of the 2015 Procedures)) is still required in either case. 

Deadline and Contacts 
IPRs are due on November 30. They shall be submitted through the NAAB’s Annual Report System 
(ARS). As described in Section 10 of the 2015 NAAB Procedures for Accreditation “…the program will be 
assessed a fine of $100.00 per calendar day until the IPR is submitted.” If the IPR is not received by 
January 15, the program will automatically receive Outcome 3 described above. Email questions to 
accreditation@naab.org. 
                                                           
1 The team chair will not have participated in the visiting team during the year in which the original 
decision on a term of accreditation was made. 
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Instructions 
1. Reports shall be succinct and are limited to 40 pages/20 MBs, including supporting 

documentation. 
2. Type all responses in the designated text areas. 
3. Reports must be submitted as a single PDF following the template format. Pages should be numbered. 
4. Supporting documentation should be included in the body of the report. 
5. Remove the #4 “Requirements for the Use of Digital Content in Interim Progress Reports” pages before 

submitting the interim progress report.  
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2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF 2017 NAAB VISIT 
   

CONDITIONS NOT MET 

2017 VTR 
none 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE CRITERIA NOT MET 

2017 VTR 
B.4 Technical Documentation  
B.9 Building Service Systems  
B.10 Financial Considerations  
C.2 Evaluation and Decision Making  
C.3 Integrative Design 
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3. TEMPLATE 
 
 

Interim Progress Report 
Florida Atlantic University  

School of Architecture 
Bachelor of Architecture (159 semester credits)  

Year of the previous visit: 2017 
 
Please update contact information as necessary since the last APR was submitted. 
 
 
Chief administrator for the academic unit in which the program is located:  
 
Name: Joseph Choma 
Title: Director of the School of Architecture 
Email Address: jchoma@fau.edu 
Physical Address: 111 E Las Olas Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
 
 
Any questions pertaining to this submission will be directed to the chief administrator for the 
academic unit in which the program is located. 
 
 
Chief academic officer for the Institution: 
 
Name: Stacy Volnick 
Title: Interim President  
Email Address: svolnick@fau.edu 
Physical Address: Administration Bldg., Room 339, 777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, FL 33431 
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Text from the VTR and IPR Year Two review is in the gray text boxes. Type your response in the 
designated text boxes. 

I.  Progress in Addressing Not-Met Conditions and Student Performance Criteria  
a. Progress in Addressing Not-Met Conditions  

N/A 

b. Progress in Addressing Not-Met Student Performance Criteria 
B.4 Technical Documentation  
2017 Visiting Team Assessment: The team did not find evidence of student achievement at the 
prescribed level for this criterion in the student work products presented. There were no examples 
of outline specifications or examples of an array of drawings with reference notations used to 
convey the complexities of a building and its constituent parts. The team asked the program to 
produce further evidence, but this evidence did not meet the requirements of the criterion. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2019 Response:  
ARC 4326 Architectural Design 7 students are required to complete two projects over the 
course of the semester. Incorporated into the assignments is an intensive “detail generation” 
exercise. The “detail generation” exercise engages students to focus on the implications of 
change in design scale, and the technical assembly processes. This is achieved through both 
drawing and modeling of the detail at a large 1:2 scale, e.g. 6” = 1’-0”. The exercise is introduced 
mid-course during the semester and acts as an additional impetus for the development of the 
design project informed by considerations presented at the larger scale. In the final weeks of the 
semester, each student must revisit assemblies and generate detailed wall sections of their 
design proposals. Similar emphasis is repeated at each design level in the upper level design 
sequence. 

ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Project has shifted in teaching methodology and 
deliverables to address technical documentation in a way that is integrated into the graphic and 
written communication components of student work. The assignments require that each student 
propose, develop, and present a wall section with labeled outline specifications, and include 
reference notations on all technical plans, sections, and elevations including general notes, 
outline specifications, notational and graphic standards. Furthermore, students tasked with 
introductory development of construction documents that include both drawings and 
specifications. Students are taught that technical drawings convey design intent and may require 
multiple views as 3-D and 2-D representation as part of the design development of their projects 
considered either as a whole or in parts. Students are also taught that complementary 
specifications (using industry standard CSI Master Format) provide detailed information 
concerning the performance characteristics and quality criteria for project components such as 
requirements for the physical qualities, chemical properties, performance requirements, and 
standards of workmanship associated with the manufacture and installation of systems, 
assemblies, and components. Faculty provide workshops and in class assignments for students 
to more fully understand the technical drawings. Text—in the form of notes—is added to the 
illustrations as a means of providing more information, identification and instruction. This has 
been cross-coordinated with all studio sections to insure equity in deliverables. Of note is the 
importance of describing and thus having students deliver details related to technical 
documentation as follows: 

Drawings: Graphic and textual information organized on a two-dimensional surface for the 
purpose of conveying data about a specific portion of a project. 7 

Specifications: Define the qualitative requirements for products, materials, and workmanship on 
which the construction contract is based. 

The studio is structured to introduce these skills if appropriate, but primarily to repeat and test 
these skills that were introduced in previous design studios and lecture courses. See response to 
C.3 criteria for further detail. 

7



ARC 3463 Materials and Methods of Construction 2 has addressed B.4 VTR Assessment 
concerns through a shift in teaching methodology and project deliverables. Three project 
assignments build off one another as proof of the students’ ability to access and research 

relevant information within a precedent project and are further tested through course exams for 
comprehension and understanding. Assignment 1: Precedent Research and Materials Study, 
requires that students research a relevant building of noted reputation and deliver a report that 
analyzes materials utilized and then to organize those materials utilizing the standard CSI Master 
Format for developing outline specifications. Assignment 2: Building Section, requires that 
students generate a building section at 1/16” scale showing major building construction types and 
assemblies, and label materials in the form of Outline Specifications, and organized in three main 
parts: general; products; and execution. Assignment 3: Wall Section, requires that students 
generate a wall section at ½” scale with appropriate CSI Master Format section numbers. These 
exercises become a basis for students in advanced studios that are introducing, repeating and 
testing B.4. The syllabus and assignment briefs have been included for reference. 

Note: In addition to the above, B.4 Technical Documentation is now addressed across all design 
studios. With the integration of concepts, principles and formats for technical documentation 
across the design studio sequence, students are better prepared at the points where the SPCs 
are tested. For example, in ARC 3320 Architectural Design 5, students are required to prepare 
precedent analyses, and document them through analytical drawings and / or sectional structural 
models, as a component of their design projects. In ARC 3321 Architectural Design 6 students 
are required to prepare wall sections with appropriate notations, describing general structural 
principles, accommodation for environmental systems, and material selections. These issues are 
further explored in greater detail as they advance through the design sequence, culminating in 
highly detailed technical documentation in ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Studio (described 
above). 

Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
“Thank you for reaching out to us to get clarification on this point. We agree that you should focus 
on parts 2 and 3, since you were determined to have made sufficient progress in those areas 
where you were deficient, and that you can skip part 1.” — written by Ann Boudinot, Director of 
Accreditation, on October 17, 2022 (email below).  

 
 

B.9 Building Service Systems 

2017 Visiting Team Assessment: The team did not find evidence of student achievement at the 
prescribed level for communication systems and security systems in the student work in the team 
room. The team asked the program to produce further evidence, but this evidence did not meet 
the requirements of the criterion. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2019 Response:  
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ARC 4620 Environmental Technology 2 addresses B9. Building Service Systems through a 
comprehensive approach, that includes topics of communication and security systems in lectures, 
tests, and projects. The course is designed to cover principles, concepts, and specifics of building 
environmental systems, focused on active building systems, targeting students’ understanding 
and application. The lectures, quizzes, assignments and tests build off one another as evidence 
of students’ comprehension and acquired knowledge of the course materials. Four projects are 
also assigned to the students to apply their knowledge. 

Project 1: HVAC systems and building energy simulation 

Students are asked to customize the HVAC components of a small project and simulate the 
building performance in terms of energy consumption and daylight with calculation of 
cooling/heating loads, and required artificial lighting. Throughout the project, a tour to the HVAC 
system in our building is scheduled to enhance the students’ comprehension of HVAC systems, 
by visiting refrigeration power plant and the cooling towers, a mechanical room, and 
understanding the duct-work of a commercial office building. 

Project 2: Water and plumbing systems in building design 

Students examine and produce drawings and diagrams of the plumbing equipment, storm water 
and sprinklers, and waste-water pipes and design of a given building. 

Project 3: Reflected ceiling drawing 

Students develop a reflected ceiling plan, and design the electrical system, artificial lighting 
system, and the communication and security systems of a given building. 

Project 4: Building services in Revit 

Students are asked to model the building service systems of one floor of the Higher Education 
Complex in the Building-Information Modeling (BIM) tool, Revit, developing a BIM model of the 
building’s mechanical HVAC system components, the electrical system and communication and 
security systems, in addition to the plumbing system. The course includes also multiple quizzes 
and assignments, and a cumulative final test. 

Integration of communication and security systems in the course curriculum was also engaged 
through the following: 

• As evidence of students understanding and application of the communication systems, we 
dedicate a lecture on the topic, demonstrating the principles and guidelines of designing 
communication systems with examples of building case studies, including the lecture content in 
the tests. In terms of application, communication systems were integrated into the requirement of 
modeling and documenting the service systems in Project 3 and 4. 

• For security systems, similarly, we introduce the topic in a lecture, presenting an array of 
security systems. The lecture materials are included into tests, and the security systems are part 
of projects 3 and 4. 

ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Studio also addresses B.9 through the development of 
course workshops that focus on particular technical issues related to building systems, 
assemblies and components. In this series of workshops students develop communication and 
security system floor plan layouts and three-dimensional diagrams for studio projects. This 
criterion is included as a component of their assessment for the course. 
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Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
“Thank you for reaching out to us to get clarification on this point. We agree that you should focus 
on parts 2 and 3, since you were determined to have made sufficient progress in those areas 
where you were deficient, and that you can skip part 1.” — written by Ann Boudinot, Director of 
Accreditation, on October 17, 2022 (email below).  

 
 

B.10 Financial Considerations 

2017 Visiting Team Assessment: The team did not find evidence of student achievement at the 
prescribed level for construction scheduling, operational costs, and life-cycle costs in the student 
work in the team room. The team asked the program to produce further evidence, but this 
evidence did not meet the requirements of the criterion. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2019 Response: 

ARC 5271 Professional Practice A, and ARC 5272 Professional Practice B have been 
modified to improve the quality of material addressing the student performance criteria covered in 
each course. Specifically, ARC 5272 Professional Practice B now includes significant material 
relating to strategic planning and budgeting considerations associated with capital improvements, 
and the management of resources associated with these costs. Emphasis is placed on project 
costs during the entire strategic planning, budgeting, design, construction and operation of a 
building. Various project delivery methods now highlight the differences in the typical project 
schedules associated with each of several development scenarios. Below is a more detailed 
overview of the curriculum additions and revisions:  

1) Project Financing Methods and Feasibility: Project Delivery Methods are now explored in the 
course, and are classified into two types: Conventional and Alternative. The various Conventional 
methods for delivering projects: Conventional Public Procurement, Service Contracts/Operational 
and Maintenance Contracts, Build-Operate-Transfer, Build-Own- Operate-Transfer, Build-Lease-
Transfer, and Divestiture; as well as Alternative methods such as public/private partnerships. 
Students are asked to reexamine the various scenarios through the creation of a critical essay. 

2) Construction Cost Estimating: Students are now introduced to various cost estimating methods 
as they relate to scope of work and division of the construction trades. The effect of market 
forces, as the demand for construction increases or lags, is introduced and reinforced through a 
series of exercises. 

3) Construction Scheduling: The various project delivery scenarios Design-Bid-Build, Design- 
Build, Construction Management, and Integrated Project Delivery are introduced. The typical 
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construction schedule scenarios, associated with each delivery method, are examined and 
contrasted. Knowledge of these concepts is reinforced through student exercises, quizzes and 
tests 

4) Operational Costs: The various costs resulting from long term operation of a building or 
campus are introduced and examined with the students. This set of lessons allows for the 
introduction of ethical discussions with regard to the reasonable utilization and consumption of 
energy and natural resources. Various technological solutions are examined to expose the 
student to the notion of building systems controls options and strategies employed at various 
building(s) sizes and types. Operational cost implications as a result of building ownership versus 
leased space strategies is also considered. Students are asked to reflect on these issues through 
the creation of a critical essay. 

5) Life Cycle Costs: The long-term costs associated with capital improvements taken as a result 
of strategic planning decisions by institutions, private sector companies and government agencies 
is introduced and examined. The approach to life cycle costs is contrasted with traditionally more 
typical first cost scenarios. The analysis of life cycle costs is broken down to teach the student a 
typical analysis method for calculation of these costs. The concepts related to time-value of 
money and discount factors, as they relate to long-term operational costs of a physical plant are 
also examined. These concepts are further reinforced through student exercises, quizzes and 
testing. 

Note: In the spring of 2019 the School advertised a full-time faculty position for someone who 
could teach both professional practice and advanced design studio. This new hire has revised 
both professional practice courses to emphasize the ethical and technical issues which cross-
pollinate the fifth-year design sequence as well as the professional practice of architecture. 
Issues related to ethics, stewardship and leadership encountered by students. In the ARC 5328 
and ARC 5352, advanced design studio issues are further interrogated through rich discussion 
and debate within the professional practice sequence that is scheduled to parallel with the 
professional practice sequence. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
“Thank you for reaching out to us to get clarification on this point. We agree that you should focus 
on parts 2 and 3, since you were determined to have made sufficient progress in those areas 
where you were deficient, and that you can skip part 1.” — written by Ann Boudinot, Director of 
Accreditation, on October 17, 2022 (email below).  
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C.2 Evaluation and Decision Making 

2017 Visiting Team Assessment: The team did not find evidence in the student work presented 
in the team room that meets this criterion at the prescribed level. The presentation of the process 
that led to the final design was missing or lacking in completeness; therefore, the connections 
between the process and the conclusion were not clear. The testing of alternatives was not 
demonstrated, followed by making an informed selection so that the student’s decisions would 
lead to success when implemented. The team asked the program to produce further evidence, 
but this evidence did not meet the requirements of the criterion. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2019 Response: 

ARC 4326 Architectural Design 7 students work on two projects over the course of the 
semester. Both projects entail a structure where abstract ideas and concepts are explored 
through the gathering of data information and fictive narratives. Each must be incorporated into 
the student’s thinking processes and establish a basis for their design decisions. Part of these 
processes combine the analysis of phenomena such as site and similar building types. Other 
phenomena emerge from cultural encounters, stories and site-specific experiences. Conclusions 
drawn from analysis prod students to document differences and base decisions on the specifics 
of their narratives, both the objectively based data and the subjectively-based experiences. 
Students are required to evaluate and document criteria, both given and discovered during the 
design process. The decision-making process is diagrammed and documented in each student’s 
notebooks as well as evidenced in their project models and drawings. As numerous models and 
drawings are made over the course of the semester, students, individually and in groups are 
required to compare strategies and solutions to massing, volumetric organization in relation to 
urban context and the specific site history and qualities. By examining alternative project  
strategies, students must form a sound narrative that integrates their evaluations and guides 
them in the decision-making process. 

In ARC 4327 Architectural Design 8, an integrative approach to C2. Integrated Evaluations & 
Decision-Making Design Process is utilized throughout the semester’s coursework. This is 
achieved by challenging students to identify and carry forward qualities and principles from each 
assignment into the next. These identifiable qualities and principles in each student’s work (and 
including group site analysis, programming and comparative precedent studies) are tested during 
the course of the semester. At each assignment phase, ideas being brought forward from 
previous stages are questioned and sometimes replaced by another for better founded notions 
and ideas that emerge during the process. Embedded in the process are research methods that 
help highlight specific kinds of qualities and principles. For example, a distinction is made 
between scientific research methods as applied to factors such as environmental technology, and 
historical-interpretative or qualitative research methods. Each help define other latitudes of the 
design investigation’s narrative over the course of the semester. 

During the beginning stages, students are exposed to speculative questions about the nature of 
program, the site and its history, air and light, among others. This “scaffold-building” process 
prods students to make conscious choices about which qualities learned in each assignment can 
best build and reinforce the student’s design intent and arguments. The process is therefore 
iterative and the highlighting of particular qualities identified in previous assignments may change. 
A-2, Design Thinking Skills and C-2, Integrated Evaluations and Decision-Making Design Process 
are the two SPCs that work hand-in-hand in this course. The emphasis on A-6, Use of 
Precedents; B-1, Pre-Design; and B-6, Environmental Systems (addressed in Assignments 3,4, 
and 5) largely depends on the student’s choices within the construct of his/her design intents. 
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Classroom critiques and design reviews are used to discuss the relative value of the student’s 
intents and their ethical underpinnings. 

The entire process is regarded as a synthetic endeavor, combining abstract and analytical 
assignments to generate and assess design concepts and programmatic scenarios. They are 
seen as complementary as far as their response to the Student Performance Criteria. The 
assignment structure includes documentation of students’ decision-making process in their 
sketchbooks. Students are required to document, through diagrams, sketches and written text, 
the decision making process over the course of the semester. Ultimately, the course structure 
and the specific assignments and their order provide proof of a process. Therefore, the body of 
work produced by any individual over the course of the semester must be exhibited in its entirety 
in order to appropriately document each student’s evaluative and decision-making process.  

ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Project has addressed C.2 VTR Assessment concerns 
through prototyping and modeling exercises that raise awareness with regard to how aesthetic, 
environmental performance and contextual appropriateness are met. Students are tasked with (1) 
providing studies through environmental and contextual modeling to assess alternative design 
outcomes; and (2) documenting through sketchbooks how design strategies and concepts are 
used to set problems and criteria for evaluation and informed selection of a design approach. 
Deliverables include diagrams, sketches and a sketchbook. The studio is structured to repeat and 
test these skills from previous design studios. See response to C.3 criteria for further detail. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
“Thank you for reaching out to us to get clarification on this point. We agree that you should focus 
on parts 2 and 3, since you were determined to have made sufficient progress in those areas 
where you were deficient, and that you can skip part 1.” — written by Ann Boudinot, Director of 
Accreditation, on October 17, 2022 (email below).  

 
 

C.3 Integrative Design 

2017 Visiting Team Assessment: The team did not find evidence of the multiple requirements 
for this criterion at the prescribed level. There were no consistent examples of work depicting the 
integration of environmental systems, life safety, and accessibility issues into a design project 
through the display of system diagrams, and the incorporation of spaces that met the 
requirements were missing. The team asked the program to produce further evidence, but this 
evidence did not meet the requirements of the criterion.  

Florida Atlantic University, 2019 Response: 
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ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Project has been extensively overhauled to address 
deficiencies within C.3 Integrative Design as indicated above. Specifically, within the ARC 5352 
Comprehensive Design Project course, faculty have developed teaching methodologies and 
curriculum to respond to the assessment and enable consistent examples of student work related 
to the integration of environmental systems, life safety, and accessibility issues. The studio is 
structured to repeat and test these skills from previous design studios. These activities include 
greater coordination, workshops, final documentation requirements, and consistency of project 
types/programs. The following is a detailed explanation of these activities: 

Coordination: ARC 5352 studios are cross-coordinated through a teaching/course manual to 
ensure the same level of student performance criteria outcomes. The manual and faculty  
teaching these courses lay out expectations in the course syllabus and project assignments. 
Deliverables and learning outcomes include sketchbooks, final booklets, and posters that are 
formatted similarly and include work depicting the integration of environmental systems, life 
safety, and accessibility issues through development of diagrams and technical drawings that 
include incorporation of spaces and accommodations of building systems, assemblies and 
components. Faculty teaching these studios in a particular semester have weekly coordination 
meetings and combined studio workshops/reviews as a way to assess the ongoing semester and 
ensure C.3 deficiencies are being met. 

Concurrently, issues related to environmental stewardship and accessibility are also discussed, 
reviewed, and tested in ARC 5271 Professional Practice. These discussions are conducted in the 
Socratic method and frame the issues in the context of ethical, and moral responsibilities for 
designers in addition to responsibilities of professional practice emanating from a reasonable 
standard of care. Broader social constructs relating to universal design, social justice for people 
with ambulatory challenges and other disabilities, as well as ethical responsibilities relating to 
stewardship of project resources and achieving reasonable value for the resources utilized. 
Workshops: A series of faculty-led workshops has been instituted for students in development of 
integration and consideration of environmental stewardship, technical documentation,  
accessibility, site conditions, life safety, environmental systems, structural systems, and building 
envelope systems and assemblies. Part of these workshops is the requirement to deliver system 
diagrams and wall sections that showcase material assemblies, outline specifications, 
environmental systems, life safety, and accessibility in particular in order to meet the VTR 
Assessment. Each workshop has a particular focus to allow for concentration on a particular 
design issue. For example, within the life safety workshop students calculate various project 
use/assembly programs and determine egress requirements and then apply within the design 
development of egress and fire-rated assemblies plans. 

Documentation Requirements: A series of documentation standards has been implemented as a 
requirement of successful completion of the course. A combined studio booklet is produced in the 
early stages of the semester to document student land planning (zoning or form-based code) and 
building code research. This document serves as a design manual tailored to the specific project 
requirements moving forward. Students are also required to maintain a sketchbook throughout  
the semester that documents design-thinking skills through evaluation and decision making which 
addresses C.2 criteria as well. Deliverables include an 11x17 project report/booklet that  
documents the semester work and in particular required system diagrams and incorporated 
spaces that satisfy the deficiencies from the VTR assessment. These booklets have been 
standardized to provide clear delivery of C.3, as well as B.4 and C.2 criteria. 

Project Types and Programs: The faculty have generated outlines for prototypical project types 
and sizes that are consistent in complexity and program for a student within the integrative design 
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studio. These projects typically range from higher-education facility, museums, to multi-family 
mixed-use projects of approximately 100,000-300,000SF. These programs are documented in the 
course manuals. 

Note: The faculty embarked on a review of the curriculum and course sequence following the last 
NAAB Accreditation visit. (see section on Significant Changes in Educational Approach: 
Curriculum Review and Documentation that follows later in this document). These changes were 
developed to address the challenges of delivering knowledge across a variety of courses and 
through the sequence of design studios, with the intent that more complex knowledge sets build 
on knowledge gained in previous courses and studios. Topics are introduced, repeated and 
tested in various courses at various levels, culminating in the Integrative Design Studio (ARC 
5328) and the Topical Studio (ARC 5352). We are currently in the process of updating the course 
descriptions in the University Curriculum Committee system. Moving forward and ARC 5328 will 
satisfy C.3 SPC criteria. 

Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
“Thank you for reaching out to us to get clarification on this point. We agree that you should focus 
on parts 2 and 3, since you were determined to have made sufficient progress in those areas 
where you were deficient, and that you can skip part 1.” — written by Ann Boudinot, Director of 
Accreditation, on October 17, 2022 (email below).  

 
 

II.  Changes or Planned Changes in the Program  
Please report such changes as the following: faculty retirement/succession planning; 
administration changes (dean, department chair, provost); changes in enrollment (increases, 
decreases,  new external pressures); new opportunities for collaboration; changes in financial 
resources (increases, decreases, external pressures); significant changes in educational 
approach or philosophy; changes in physical resources (e.g., deferred maintenance, new building 
planned, cancellation of plans for new building). 

 
Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
 
New Leadership within the University 
 
After eight years as President of Florida Atlantic University, President John Kelly has decided to 
step down. As of January 1, 2023, FAU has a new Interim President. Stacy Volnick. Volnick has 
worked as part of FAU’s administrative staff since 1991, becoming Vice President for 
Administrative Affairs and Chief Administrative Officer in 2013. Prior to her appointment as 
Interim President, Volnick served as the university’s Chief Operating Officer. A search for a new 
President will begin in January 2023.  

15



 
In July 1, 2022, Provost Bret Danilowicz departed Florida Atlantic University to become President 
of Radford University in Virginia. Michele Hawkins was selected to serve as Interim Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs. A search for a new Provost is currently underway.    
 
New College, New Dean, New Opportunities  
 
As of July 1, 2020, the FAU School of Architecture is now part of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College 
of Arts and Letters. The Dean for the college is Michael J. Horswell, a Professor of Spanish and 
Latin American Literature. Joining the College of Arts and Letters has provided numerous 
opportunities for the School of Architecture. Most notably is the interdisciplinary PhD in 
Comparative Studies with its new concentration in Design, Aesthetics, and the Arts. Faculty within 
the School of Architecture have already recruited around 20 prospective PhD students into this 
new degree track, which has significant funding in place to provide tuition waivers and stipends. 
We hope to accept between 5 and 10 PhD students into this new degree track. Each PhD student 
will teach two undergraduate courses per academic year. Additionally, FAU’s new PhD program 
has a formal partnership with Shenkar College of Engineering, Design and Art in Israel. Shenkar 
is the 6th ranked Fashion School in the world according to The Business of Fashion (2017) and 
the 9th ranked Industrial Design Department in Europe and the Americas according to the Red 
Dot Design Awards (2018).           
 
New Director of the School of Architecture 
 
As of July 1, 2022, Joseph Choma is the new Director of the School of Architecture and Professor 
of Architecture at Florida Atlantic University.  
 
Joseph is also the Founder and Director of the Design Topology Lab, an interdisciplinary practice 
which conducts design research and provides consultation relating to material innovation, 
unconventional means and methods of construction, and the role of geometry in the built 
environment. Current topics of exploration include: foldable structures and materials, lightweight 
deployable shelters, ultra-thin formwork for concrete casting, stay-in-place formwork for shell 
structures and concrete slabs, and advancements in natural fiber textiles. As a researcher, he 
uses mathematics, folding, structure and materials as generative design devices to imagine new 
ways to design and build more sustainably.   
 
He is the author of Morphing: A Guide to Mathematical Transformations for Architects and 
Designers (Laurence King Publishing, 2015), Études for Architects (Routledge, 2018) and The 
Philosophy of Dumbness (ORO Editions, 2020). His books have received reviews in Architectural 
Record, Architecture NZ Magazine, Art Libraries Society of North America, RIBA Journal, and the 
Journal of Mathematics and the Arts, among others. 
 
He has received awards from both the American Institute of Architects and the American 
Composites Manufacturers Association. His recent material explorations have been noted by 
CompositesWorld Magazine as “spearheading research into the use of foldable composites." He 
is the inventor of Foldable Composite Structures — U.S. Patent Number 10,994,468. In short, he 
invented a technique that allows fiberglass to fold by hand — similar to folding a sheet of paper. 
 
Previously, Joseph Choma was an Associate Professor of Architecture and Director of the Master 
of Science in Architecture program at Clemson University. He has also taught as a Visiting 
Associate Professor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and as an Associate Professor 
Adjunct at The Cooper Union. Additionally, he was the 2019-20 NCCR Digital Fabrication 
Researcher in Residence at the ETH Zurich.  
 
Joseph completed graduate studies in design and computation at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and completed his PhD in Architecture at the University of Cambridge, UK where he 
was a Cambridge International Scholar. 
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Collage of Director Joseph Choma’s work. 
 
New Faculty  
 
As of August 2022, Willa Granger is a new Assistant Professor of Architectural History at Florida 
Atlantic University. Granger holds a PhD in Architectural History from the University of Texas at 
Austin, and recently completed a fellowship at the Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard 
University. Willa Granger is a historian of modern American built environments. She specializes in 
cultural landscape approaches to vernacular architecture. Broadly, Willa’s research is concerned 
with material histories of social welfare, including an interest in how the political economy of care 
and caregiving can be mapped on to buildings, spaces, and places. Her manuscript, Constructing 
Old Age: Race, Ethnicity, Religion and the Architecture of Homes for the Aged, 1870-1970 will 
offer the first book-length account of the architectural and social history of the American nursing 
home. This project has been supported by the American Association of University Women, the 
Graham Foundation, the Society of Architectural Historians (SAH), the Vernacular Architecture 
Forum (VAF), the Texas Architecture Foundation, and the Southeastern Society of Architectural 
Historians (SESAH). She has presented her work at the Harvard Urban Mellon Initiative, the Joint 
Atlantic Society for the History of Medicine, the Universities Art Association of Canada, SAH, 
VAF, and SESAH. Willa has published writing in Urban Omnibus, the Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, Platform, and Buildings & Landscapes; her 2019 B & L article, “Order, 
Convenience, and Beauty: The Style, Space, and Multiple Narratives of San Felipe Courts” 
received SESAH’s Award for Best Journal Article in 2020. 
 
As of January 2023, Diego Camargo is a new Instructor and Fab Lab Coordinator at Florida 
Atlantic University. Camargo is a graduate of FAU School of architecture, and holds a Master’s 
degree of Architecture from Institute for Advanced Architecture at the Polytechnic University of 
Catalonia (IAAC), in Barcelona, Spain. He developed his thesis with a focus on digital tectonics 
and their impact on the built environment. In the professional field, Camargo has 15 years of 
experience working in a number of well-established firms in South Florida. He participated in and 
managed various projects of different scales, ranging from residential to institutional. He focuses 
his research on public space and architectural infrastructure, digital technologies and fabrication, 
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and biomimicry. This research has been explored in a number of temporary art installations in the 
Wynwood Art District, Miami. 
 
Note: The Instructor and Fab Lab Coordinator position was converted from a staff position into a 
faculty position. In addition to managing the fabrication facilities (and teach students and faculty 
how to operate the machines safely), the individual will teach two courses per year. These 
courses could be taught in the fall, spring or summer. This will also provide the School of 
Architecture pedagogical opportunities to embed physical making into the design sequence 
curriculum.  
 
New Faculty Searches  
 
Currently, FAU School of Architecture is conducting three faculty searches. Two of these 
positions are new tenure-track opportunities and one is non-tenure-track position to fill an existing 
position. The three positions are listed below.  
 
Assistant Professor of Structural Design (tenure-track) 
 
Assistant Professor of Architecture and Foundations Coordinator (tenure-track) 
 
Assistant Professor of Practice and Director of the Institute for Design and Construction (non-
tenure-track) 
 
In general, we are searching for candidates with bold visionary ideas, who simultaneously care 
deeply about how normative architectural constraints can yield innovative design opportunities. 
Committees will begin reviewing applications on January 3, 2023.  
 
Recent Notable Faculty Awards 
 
The William G. McMinn Award for Outstanding Architectural Education Contributions is the 
highest honor an architecture professor can received from AIA Florida. In 2021, Professor John 
Sandell was the recipient of this prestigious honor and then in 2022, Professor Jeff Huber was the 
award recipient. So two years in a row, this award has been presented to FAU School of 
Architecture. Additionally, Professor Jeff Huber is also a Principal at Brooks + Scarpa. The firm 
has received numerous national and regional project awards. In October 2022, their affordable 
housing project in Venice, CA was featured on the cover of Architectural Record. Huber also 
spoke on a podcast for Architectural Record on the importance of climate adaptation. In fall 2022, 
he also gave guest lectures at University of Tennessee and Kansas State University.      
 
The 2022 ACADIA Best Project Award recognizes the substantial achievement of an accepted 
project, offering a significant contribution to architectural production through engagement with 
computational technologies in design and building. The award emphasizes innovation at its core, 
demonstrating transformative impact for social, political, cultural, and environmental concerns. 
Director Joseph Choma’s research project, “Controlled Buckling: Ultra-Thin Folded Paper 
Formwork” received the Best Project Award Runner-Up. In this research, material-lean 
customizable formwork for concrete is developed by stiffening such molds through the use of 
folded paper. For this, the research capitalizes on the large body of work that has gone into paper 
folding—such as mathematical geometry and mechanical behavior of hinges—to design 
mechanically robust folded structures. This leads to molds that can withstand hydrostatic 
pressure, facilitating the integration of digital concrete processes. By using paper, a formwork is 
produced that can be peeled-off, recycled in established material streams, and leave a surface 
finish matching the highest expectations for architectural concrete.   
 
In November 2022, Professor Daniel Bolojan delivered a keynote lecture for the Architects’ 
Council of Europe’s Architects for Innovation Event in Brussels. Additionally, Daniel was also 
included in the Neural Architecture Exhibition and Symposium at the University of Michigan. One 
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of his research papers was included within the Architectural Design (AD) issue titled 'Machine 
Hallucinations: Architecture and Artificial Intelligence.' An image from his research was also 
selected for the cover of the journal. Beyond his success as a leader in creative AI, Bolojan was 
named the 2022 Educator of the Year by AIA Fort Lauderdale. 
 

 
The Rose Mixed-use Apartments in Venice, CA by Brooks + Scarpa. This project was led by Professor Jeff Huber.  
 
Director’s Vision  
 
Schools of architecture are a balancing act. There are many polyvalent dimensions that make up 
architecture. In particular, I would like our school to focus on three areas: technology, 
environment and community.   
 
How will technology transform the practice of architecture? How can we reduce the carbon 
footprint of how we build? How can we design for hydro-generated urbanism? What role can 
design play in social justice? How do we design public space and affordable housing? How do we 
reveal biases in how histories are told? These are some of the questions which we will explore as 
a means to project possible futures for the discourse of architecture.   
 
Moving forward, the FAU School of Architecture will continue to contribute to the growing 
complexities associated with the cultural and technological project of architecture. The school will 
blend innovative research-based methods with professional practice conventions. We as a school 
and academic family of more than 1,000 alumni will continue to embrace pragmatic constraints as 
poetic design opportunities, while we tackle the most challenging problems of our time. 

 
New Research Labs 
 
The FAU School of Architecture is actively building three new research labs: Creative AI Lab 
(directed by Professor Daniel Bolojan), Environmental Design and Natural Materials Lab (directed 
by Professor Shermeen Yousif), and the Foldable Structures and Materials Lab (directed by 
Director Joseph Choma).  
 
Each of these physical labs will become spatial instruments-to-think with. For example, the 
Creative AI Lab will combine immersive projections, AR / VR, laser 3D scanning, and AI / 
machine learning to control the interactive workflow between physical and digital interfaces. 
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Additionally, the Environmental Design and Natural Materials Lab will contain a materials library 
and a robotic arm. The robotic arm will be primarily used to design and create new bio-based 
materials for innovative façade applications. Both of these labs will also double as studio spaces. 
Similar to the way NBBJ designed The Boeing Company to have their offices surround the 
manufacturing facility, we want our students to have opportunities to fully embrace research labs 
as spaces to change the way they think about design and the future of architecture. Both of these 
two research labs will be based on the 6th floor of our HEC building in Fort Lauderdale. 
Renovations for both of these spaces will begin Spring 2023.      
 
The Foldable Structures and Material Lab will be based in the North West corner of the T6 
building in Boca Raton. This building is where our first- and second-year studios are located. This 
lab will provide a large enough space for full-scale fabrication explorations.   
 
As previously mentioned, the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters has introduced a 
new PhD in Comparative Studies with a concentration in Design, Aesthetics, and the Arts. The 
School of Architecture plans to bring in PhD students, who will contribute to the research inquiries 
within these three labs. PhD students will be required to teach as part of the financial package at 
FAU. For example, the PhD students based in the Foldable Structures and Materials Lab in Boca 
Raton will teach first- and second-year design studios. This will also provide informal means for 
undergraduate students to see and engage in cutting edge research. The PhD students based in 
the other two labs in Fort Lauderdale will teach third- and fourth-year design studios. By 
introducing PhD students into our teaching assignments, we will be able to significantly reduce 
the number of Adjunct Professors. Since PhD students are at FAU for three to four years, this will 
create a strong predictable continuity within the teaching assignments. This will increase our 
research output, competitiveness in research grants, and generally support the university’s 
strategy to reach R1 classification.      
 

 
Rendering depicting the vision of FAU School of Architecture’s Creative AI Lab. Image created by Daniel Lasso, fourth-
year B.Arch. student at FAU.                
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Industry Sponsored Collaboration  
 
In Fall 2022, Director Joseph Choma secured a 1-year industry sponsored research agreement 
with Google for $100,000. We are the first school of architecture to have a research agreement 
with Google. We will be designing and building a deployable and reconfigurable event structure to 
be used for community engagement. Leadership from Google will be making eight trips to 
campus over the course of the academic year. This includes two visits from the Vice President of 
UX at Google. This is the first of a series of FAU + Google collaborations and the first of 
(hopefully) numerous industry sponsored research agreements.   
 
Additionally, Amy Badersnider, Lead of UX Spaces at Google, has become an Affiliate Research 
Professor at the FAU School of Architecture. She will make eight trips to campus and she has 
offered to make herself available to our students each week through online communications.     
 
The industry sponsored research project is being conducted through two undergraduate courses, 
a 3-credit elective in the fall and a 6-credit elective in the spring. The first semester explored the 
“what.” What is public space? What types of public space would be ideal for an intervention of this 
kind? What is space as product? The second semester will explore the “how.” How do we 
fabricate a deployable and reconfigurable structure? How does it engage user experience?  
 
On October 21, 2022, 19 FAU students traveled to New York City with Director Joseph Choma to 
present at the Google headquarters above Chelsea Market. On December 1, eight executives 
from Google came to FAU School of Architecture to participate in our phase 1 review. After the 
review, there were discussions about creating another $100,000 agreement for the following 
academic year. Additionally, Director Joseph Choma has pitched to them the idea of establishing 
a FAU studio space within Google’s headquarters in New York City. The thought is that this would 
become an opportunity for our students to study in New York during the summer, while leveraging 
vacant dormitories at nearby universities. It would also provide us an opportunity to hire a new 
architecture faculty based in NYC, as well as provide additional opportunities to engage in 
conversations with other schools of architecture in NYC. This specific design studio would focus 
on user experience design.            
 
New Degree Proposals 
 
The School of Architecture has interest in offering two new degrees, both of which do not require 
significant new courses. One of these degrees is an undergraduate degree and the other is a 
graduate degree. Both are nonprofessional degrees.   
 
Bachelor of Science in Building Technology 
 
This proposed degree has two benefits. First, after meeting with leaders in the construction 
industry in South Florida, they expressed a need to hire more recent graduates in the area of 
construction science and management. Second, some of our Bachelor of Architecture students 
change majors because they are not passionate about designing, even though they love 
buildings. We propose to create a new degree using existing courses in our Bachelor of 
Architecture program. The students in this new degree track would take one year of design studio 
and other required architecture courses (such as materials methods, structures, building 
assemblies, building systems, professional practice and others). This degree will prepare these 
individuals to work in the construction industry. This “off ramp” degree will also help students 
graduate with a degree in four years. For example, if a second-year architecture student was not 
accepted into the professional program, they might be forced to repeat a studio or change majors. 
This will provide those students another option.     
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Master of Science in Architecture 
 
The FAU School of Architecture continues to grow in both its connection to professional practice 
as well as its ethos of embracing cutting-edge technology. The practice of architecture is radically 
changing however it is not enough to simply add technology and stir. For example, just because 
something is fabricated with a robot does not make it innovative and just because something is 
fabricated by hand does not make it obsolete. Additionally, we need to become increasingly 
aware of topics relating to social justice and environmental resiliency. This degree will prepare 
researchers and professionals to have a critical stance and expertise to lead the future of 
architectural practice.  
 
This new degree will leverage existing 5000 architecture courses as well as courses in computer 
science, engineering, and philosophy (philosophy of aesthetics, ethics of AI). In addition to 
required courses in the plan of study, students will also complete a research project (thesis). This 
degree will strengthen the growth and development of the school’s new three research labs 
(Creative AI Lab, Environmental Design and Natural Materials Lab, and Foldable Structures and 
Materials Lab) while preparing students for doctoral studies or careers in a range of industries 
from architecture firms (such as SOM), software development (such as Autodesk), products (such 
as Nike), manufacturing (such as Zahner) and user experience (such as Google).  
 
Master of Science in Architecture with a concentration in Creative AI 
 
In recent years, FAU was named Florida's official "University of Distinction" for artificial 
intelligence and big data analytics. Additionally, the School of Architecture has three faculty 
members with research focused on creative and practical applications of AI for the built 
environment. Artificial intelligence is already transforming our daily lives and it will continue to 
change the way we practice architecture. Beyond AI, this concentration will also explore human 
computer interaction (HCI), human machine collaboration, interactive fabrication, big data 
visualization, and the development of new digital tools and interfaces.       
 
Master of Science in Architecture with a concentration in Resilient Design 
 
When approximately 40% of the carbon dioxide emissions in the world are associated with the 
built environment, we can no longer just design and build, but we have an ethical obligation to 
design how something is built. How can we reduce the carbon footprint of how we build? 
Additionally, with sea level rise, we need to design for hydro-generated urbanism. How can we 
design for climate adaption? This concentration will prepare future leaders to tackle problems 
related to environmental design.    
 
Master of Science in Architecture with a concentration in Design Ethics 
 
The practice of architecture is changing and becoming increasingly complex due to technological 
advancements, environmental impacts, and pressing matters of social justice. This track will 
critically examine these polyvalent dimensions, while simultaneously projecting possible futures 
for the practice of architecture. Instead of focusing on technical skills, individuals within this 
concentration will focus on the cultural project of architecture. For example, how is AI 
transforming society? History will be used as an important generative device. For instance, “Will 
the Computer Change the Practice of Architecture?” was the title of an article in the January 1965 
issue of Architectural Record. This question is not completely different than those surrounding AI 
today. Notions of culture, place, and community will be explored within this human centered 
concentration. 
 
Studio Sequence 
 
As a school, we are embracing an ethos similar to an intellectual start-up, exploring radical 
modes of pedagogy that will help prepare architectural students to shape the future of the 
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profession. As previously mentioned, we are focusing on three strands or areas of focus: 
technology, environment, and community. As students continue through the design studio 
sequence, different studios will alternate in how they emphasize these strands.  
 
Foundations Program in Boca Raton 
 
Year 1  
 
In Design 1, students will be introduced to computational thinking and making, introduction to 
design as an iterative, reflective, and rigorous process, ideas of continuity and discontinuity, using 
representational abstractions as generative devices, and understanding the bias and constraints 
of analog and digital tooling. Throughout the semester, the students will create a series of 
objects- and drawings-to-think-with. In Design 2, the students will develop these curiosities into a 
small building, while being introduced to normative construction techniques and conventional 
modes of architectural representation (plan, section, elevation, axonometric). This project will 
culminate in a timber frame physical model at 1”:1’.     
 
Year 2  
 
In Design 3, students will learn to collaborate as a team to design and build a small building for a 
local nonprofit. This year, the students designed and built a mobile fundraising space on a boat 
trailer for the nonprofit, Women in Distress. Not only did the students build their design, but they 
also drew a complete set of construction documents (over 200 drawings). The students then 
redlined all of the construction documents while they were fabricating their design. In Design 4, 
students will go back to working individually. The students will tackle a larger more complex 
program, a museum, with a front and back of house. The students will be introduced to structural 
grids, circulation, natural daylighting, and proper egress. 
 
Professional Program in Fort Lauderdale 
 
Year 3  
 
In Design 5, many students transfer into our program from the local state colleges. Currently, 
about half of the students are from our Foundations Program and about half are transfer students. 
We hope in the future to increase the percentage of students who are entering into our 
Professional Program from our own Foundations Program. This will help maintain a certain 
known “standard” or an established / expected set of learning objectives. Presently, Design 5 
focuses on normative architectural constraints. Moving forward, this studio will begin to place a 
more significant emphasis on the environment. Students will be taught how to run natural 
daylighting simulations and draw sections and plans with natural ventilation diagrams overlaid. In 
Design 6, the students will be introduced to culture as site. In particular, this studio will look at 
broader definitions of the practice of architecture by understanding informal settlements and 
learning how to systematize this culture of making. In other words, similar to Design 3, this studio 
with return to community, as a focus.  
 
Year 4 
 
In Design 7, students will be introduced artificial intelligence and machine learning at the most 
advanced level we can teach. In other words, students will create three-dimensional datasets and 
use machine learning to interpolate between that data to generate self-organizing maps (SOM). 
Similar to Design 6, this studio will have students exploring architecture that is not designed by an 
architect in the most traditional sense. It is not exactly architecture with architects, but it is a 
human-machine collaboration. Similar to Design 1, this studio places an emphasis on technology. 
However, similar to Design 3, this studio has students collaborating in teams. By students 
working together in teams of three, students are able to overcome the challenging technical 
learning objectives of this studio. In Design 8, students begin to integrate technology, 
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environment, and community into a building (rigorously through “schematic design” in 
professional terms).  
 
Year 5 
 
In Advanced Architecture Design 1 (informally referred to as Design 9), students build-on the 
learning objectives of Design 8. The students continue to integrate technology, environment, and 
community while they learn how to design architecture at a comprehensive level. This includes 
integrating systems as well as challenging means and methods of construction. Students will not 
only learn how to draw architectural details, but will also learn how to design the way in which 
something is built and understand that drawing as an assembly. In Topical Design Studio 
(informally referred to as Design 10), students will have an opportunity to engage in a research-
based design studio. This is the moment in our curriculum where we intentionally delaminate the 
three strands (technology, environment, and community). There might be an option studio on 
artificial intelligence (technology), or on hydro-generated urbanism (environment), or a studio 
which collaborates directly with a nonprofit (community). Of the four option studios offered, at 
least one will focus on each of these three strands. This will allow students to dive deeper into an 
area which directly interests them before graduating.   
   

 
Student work from Advanced Architecture Design 1 in Fall 2021 by Ian Fennimore and Matt Deaveau.                 
 
Course Revisions 
 
Architectural Representation and Digital Modeling and Documentation are two required courses 
which we have decided as a school to revisit. As we revamp our Foundations Program (first- and 
second-year), we feel it less necessary to reinforce conventional modes of architectural 
representation in the third year. Additionally, since the freshmen students are already being 
introduced to workflows between digital and analog tooling, we can move beyond basic software 
modeling. In Design 7 (fourth-year), we are requiring all undergraduate students to learn artificial 
intelligence and machine learning. Currently, no required courses explicitly prepare students 
technically for this ambitious studio. Therefore, four professors have volunteered to rethink these 
two courses and the learning objectives associated with both of them. These courses will likely 
place a focus on representation as an intellectual discourse, advanced computational design, and 
digital fabrication.       
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Changes in Enrollment 
 

As demonstrated by the data below, the School of Architecture has seen approximately 25% 
increase in enrollment over the last 5 academic years. While the enrollment has remained 
relatively steady in the Pre-Architecture Foundations Program, we have seen steady growth in 
the Accredited Professional Bachelor of Architecture Program. This has been in part the result of 
moving to a fully online application process, which has made the applications submissions 
procedure more accessible to a larger number of students. The school did see a small dip in 
enrollment for the Fall 2022 semester. This is consistent with enrollments across the university. 
 
We hope to increase the enrollment for the Pre-Architecture Foundations Program in the 
immediate future in order to develop a stronger cohort of students who will matriculate through 
the Accredited Professional Program. We believe this will help to improve student success in the 
Bachelor of Architecture Program. We hope that our recent acquisition of additional space in the 
T6 building on our Boca Raton Campus will allow us to provide assigned “cold desks” for all 
current and new students in the Pre-Architecture Foundations Program. 
 

 
Data Provided by The Office of Institutional Effectiveness and Analysis (IEA) at Florida Atlantic University.  

 
Plans for Physical Infrastructure Expansion  
 
Design studios are the core of an architectural education. They are designed as a form of 
practicum, where students learn through mentorship and a simulated professional practice-like 
experience. In other words, a physical studio in school looks somewhat like a physical studio in 
an office. Fundamentally, architecture is a different education model than engineering or science. 
In engineering, students are taught to find an optimized solution. In science, students are taught 
to contribute to an existing body of knowledge. In architecture, students are taught to identify the 
highest number of possible solutions or opportunities and then explore that "design space" (or 
options) iteratively and rigorously. In the end, each student constructs their own unique 
understanding through their experiences. 
 
At most schools of architecture (at least in the USA), students are given a designated desk in a 
physical studio space. This becomes their intellectual home. During studio class hours, students 
work at their desk, but then they also are able to leave their work-in-progress on their desk. Then, 
when their schedule allows them to return to work outside of class hours, they can continue to 
explore ideas and make large physical models. While our Bachelor of Architecture upper division 
students enjoy these resources, our Foundations students do not. It is more difficult to build a 
culture of making when students only have “hot desks.” As the program makes strides to reach 
national prominence, we will need to be able to offer our first- and second-year students their own 
desk.  
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The Bachelor of Architecture incoming freshmen class has grown by 30% within the last five 
years. In Fall 2017, the incoming freshmen class was 50 students. For Fall 2022, the incoming 
freshmen class was 65 students. Our current studio space in Boca Raton was originally designed 
for a maximum capacity of 64 students.     

 
Director Choma recommended the following phases to the upper administration in August 2022.  
 
Phase 1: Recently, the university has given the School of Architecture the second half of the T6 
building in Boca Raton. As a means to make the most out of the square footage, Director Choma 
proposes to have the second half renovated and opened up to create additional studio space for 
the first- and second-year students. Additionally, an 800 sq. ft. space will be dedicated to a new 
research lab on foldable structures and materials. These research labs are part of a larger vision 
to blend research methods with professional practice constraints.      
 
Phase 2: Even with the additional space in T6, the School of Architecture will not have enough 
space to give all first and second year students their own desk. Approximately 50 ft. North of the 
T6 building is the T5 building, an identical historical building. When looking at these twin buildings 
and the space between them, there is so much potential to create a home for both architectural 
foundations and fabrication-based innovations. It just makes sense for this to become an 
energetic space activated by the School of Architecture. Currently, the T5 building is 
predominantly used to store surplus furniture. The space in-between the two buildings is used for 
vehicles to drive and unload this surplus furniture. Furniture is frequently dumped and left in the 
space outside between these two buildings. This makes the T6 building feel uninviting, less safe, 
and gives the general impression that this zone is not as important or as precious as the rest of 
the campus. In reality, it could be an amazing place, that also shares the rich history of the 
university.     
 
Overall, the T6 building could be home to the first-year studios and the T5 building could become 
home to the second-year studios. Similar to the research lab in the T6 building, the T5 building 
could include an advanced fabrication space, for large-scale design build projects and research 
prototyping. When approximately 40% of the carbon dioxide emissions in the world are 
associated with the built environment, there is an ethical obligation to not only design a building, 
but to design the way in which the building is constructed. Architects of tomorrow need to be 
aware of this pressing challenge. Additionally, pedagogically it is important (from a very practical 
standpoint) for students to build architectural elements at full-scale as part of their studies. If a 
student builds a wall, they will know how to draw a wall section, and they will understand how 
each of those parts within the wall section relate to a sequence of assembly. This aligns with the 
new second-year pedagogy, which will have some focus on full-scale community design build. 
The space in-between the buildings could become a place for assembling these larger structures 
and mock-ups. It can also be used as an outdoor classroom.     

 
Phase 3: The two buildings (T6 and T5) will be unified as one cohesive building. This could be 
achieved through several means. One option would be to create a simple roof canopy spanning 
the two buildings. The space in between would remain open air but would provide shade for the 
space. This would make the space more useable as an outdoor classroom. Another option would 
be to create a roof canopy but then enclose the space with glass. This would become a collective 
review space and gallery. A third option would be to create another bar building that connects the 
two buildings. This could result in a U-shaped or H-shaped building in plan. This would help 
anchor the exterior space, while providing a communal review space for both year levels. 
 
Note: In early September, President John Kelly verbally promised the School of Architecture the 
T5 building at a public event.   
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Photograph of the T6 building (left) and T5 building (right). When considering collective / shared space, it is important to 
design the space between buildings. There is so much potential in the space between T6 and T5. It can instantly become 
an outdoor classroom to test large scale fabrication experiments.  

 
Lecture + Workshop Series  
 
Moving forward, the School of Architecture will be shifting the lecture series into a lecture + 
workshop series. It has been noticed that undergraduate students often times place guest 
speakers on a distant pedestal when that speaker is behind the podium. We want to make each 
guest's visit more pedagogical, influential, and memorable for the students. For example, a typical 
public lecture would be given at 5 pm on a Thursday. Then, some students and faculty would be 
invited to have dinner with the guest. Then the following Friday morning, the guest would give a 
small workshop and directly engage with a small group of students in a more conversational 
manner. Our current lecture + workshop series is below. 
 

 
FAU School of Architecture Lecture + Workshop Series Poster for 2022-23. 
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III.  Summary of Preparations for Adapting to 2020 NAAB Conditions 
Please provide a brief description of actions taken or plans for adapting your curriculum/ classes 
to engage the 2020 Conditions. 

 
Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  
 
As a School of Architecture, we have collectively made efforts to prepare ourselves for adapting 
to the 2020 NAAB Conditions. First, we are in the process of completing an overall curriculum 
review. As a part of this review, we have prepared a new NAAB PC / SC chart to demonstrate 
where these issues are being addressed in the curriculum (chart included within the Appendix). 
We also developed digital student learning outcomes assessment surveys to understand where 
we are succeeding and where we need to improve (sample survey included within the Appendix).  

 
Advisory Board  
 
Director Joseph Choma has created an external advisory board for the School of Architecture. In 
general, advisors are primarily intended to be individuals whom the Director can reach out to for 
advice relating to curriculum changes, opportunities for students, community outreach, and 
feedback on research initiatives. The Director will meet with the School of Architecture Advisory 
Board virtually twice a year (two 90-minute Zoom meetings). Additionally, he plans to invite each 
board member to campus for an in-person final studio review once every academic year. This 
past semester, three members of the advisory board attended final reviews. One advisor in 
particular attended all studio reviews from first-year through fifth-year. That particular individual 
will be providing a written peer-review assessment of our program based on their observations. In 
general, we as a School of Architecture want to become the best school we can. We are open to 
hear feedback, critiques and suggestions. We know we are doing some things great, but we also 
know that we can always improve.  
 
The following is the current advisory board for the School of Architecture. They include several 
architects based in the state of Florida, several internationally renowned architects, and several 
leading academics who have fostered interdisciplinary growth within their home institution.  
 
Merrill Elam, FAIA, Principal of Mack Scogin Merrill Elam Architects 
 
Mark Foster Gage, Principal of Mark Foster Gage Architects and Associate Professor at Yale 
 
Ted Krueger, Associate Professor and former Associate Dean at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  
 
Margi Glavovic Nothard, AIA, Founder and Director of Design of Glavovic Studio 
 
Kate Schwennsen, FAIA, Professor and Director Emeritus at Clemson University 
 
Laurinda H. Spear, FAIA, Principal of Arquitectonica 
 
Jacqueline Touzet, AIA, Founder of Touzet Studio 
 
Kathy Velikov, AIA, Professor and Associate Dean for Research at University of Michigan 
 
Alumni Outreach 
 
The School of Architecture plans to create an Architecture Alumni Association. The school would 
like to keep in touch with their alumni as a means to celebrate their achievements and career 
milestones, while also sharing the exciting transformations taking place at FAU. Four alumni have 
already volunteered to help lead this new initiative. During our final reviews this semester, over a 
half a dozen alumni participated as jurors.    
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https://www.naab.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-NAAB-Conditions-for-Accreditation.pdf


Nurturing a Collective Culture 
 
Each year, students within the School of Architecture produce an annual printed publication titled 
Process Journal. The journal features exemplary student work from each of the five years as well 
as documents various events which took place within the academic year. In many ways, the 
journal is a yearbook which is also a medium to reflect where we are and to look ahead at where 
we might be going. In general, the students and alumni take a lot of pride in these professionally 
laid out 140 page publications. Spring 2023, will be our third year producing the Process Journal.     
 
In addition to the student publication, the faculty have decided to produce their own publication as 
a form of reflective practice. FAU School of Architecture is energized to try new radical 
approaches to pedagogy. However, we don’t want to forget all of the great things already 
happening here. As a result, each professor will write a short (1,500 to 2,000 word) paper on their 
position on the future of architectural pedagogy. What are some of the polyvalent approaches that 
can prepare our students to shape the future of the profession? Some the topics include: 
breaking the academic silo, methods and modes of reaching consensus in design build studios, 
latent design and creative AI, multiple voices, providing care for the built environment, and the 
flexibility of constraints. Each of these short written position essays will be accompanied by 
around eight images of student work.       
 

 
Photograph of the Process Journal 2021-22.  

 
IV.  Appendix (include revised curricula, syllabi, and one-page CVs or bios of new administrators and 

faculty members; syllabi should reference which NAAB SPC a course addresses. Provide three 
examples of minimum-pass student work for each SPC ‘not met’ in the most recent VTR.) 

 
 Florida Atlantic University, 2022 Response:  

Please find attached the one-page CVs, our new NAAB PC / SC chart, and a sample of our 
Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Survey.  
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ConCave Ph.D. Symposium 2022, College of Design, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, October 2021 
 Reviewed two paper submissions

ACADIA 2021, Realignments: Toward Critical Computation (Virtual conference)
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, August 2021 
 Reviewed three paper submissions

Architecture Rules: Learning Parametric Modeling Using Architectonic Logics
Routledge Book Proposal Review, June 2021 
 Reviewed book proposal and two sample chapters

International Journal of Architectural Computing (IJAC), Issue: By What Means
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, April 2021 
 Reviewed manuscripts relating to computational geometry. 

Soft Robotics (SoRo)  
Reviewer, April 2021 
 A leading robotics journal with an Impact Factor: 6.160 and Cite Score: 9.7 
 Reviewed manuscripts relating to origami. 

SimAUD2021, Viterbi School of Engineering, University of Southern California, Los Angeles
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, February 2021 
 Reviewed �ve paper submissions

Journal of Design Communication
Member of the Editorial Board, May 2020 
 Member of a committee that selected 15 out of 154 submissions for publication

SimAUD2020, Institute of Architectural Sciences, TU Wien in Vienna, Austria
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, February 2020 
 Reviewed four paper submissions

Philosophical Di�erence and Advanced Computation in Architectural Theory: From Less to More
Routledge Book Proposal Review, July 2019 
 Reviewed book proposal and two sample chapters

ACADIA 2019, School of Architecture, University of Texas at Austin
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, June 2019 
 Reviewed �ve paper submissions

DeSForM 2019: MIT Design Lab, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, March 2018 
 Reviewed two paper submissions

SimAUD2019, School of Architecture, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, December 2018 
 Reviewed four paper submissions

ACADIA 2018, Architecture Department, Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico City
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, June 2018 
 Reviewed four paper submissions

3rd Annual Composites in Architecture Design Challenge, ACMA
Competition Juror, May 2018
Author of Competition Brief, January 2018

Joseph Choma, Director of FAU School of Architecture

EDUCATION
University of Cambridge, UK (Sidney Sussex College)
Doctor of Philosophy in Architecture
(Cambridge International Scholarship / Patron: HRH The Prince of Wales)
 Joseph Choma defended his PhD thesis on February 7, 2022 in Cambridge, UK. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA
Master of Science in Architecture Studies, Design and Computation, 2011
(Full Tuition Merit Scholarship / GPA 5.0)

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY
Bachelor of Architecture, Minor in Studio Arts, 2009
(Rensselaer Medalist)

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Florida Atlantic University, July 2022 – Present
Director of the School of Architecture, July 2022 – Present 
Professor of Architecture (Tenure), July 2022 – Present
 COURSES
 Arch 1301: Architecture Design 1, Fall 2022 (B.Arch. Design Studio)
 Arch 4930: Deployable + Recon�gurable Architecture, Fall 2022, Spring 2023 (Google Sponsored Elective)

Clemson University, July 2014 – June 2022
Director of Master of Science in Architecture, May 2021 – June 2022
Associate Professor of Architecture (Tenure), May 2019 – June 2022
Assistant Professor of Architecture (Tenure-Track), June 2015 – May 2019
Visiting Lecturer, School of Architecture (Full-Time), July 2014 – May 2015

The Cooper Union, January 2022 – June 2022
Associate Professor Adjunct, The Irwin S. Chanin School of Architecture

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September 2021 – January 2022
Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Architecture

Kennesaw State University, July 2011 – May 2014 (formerly known as Southern Polytechnic State University) 
Assistant Professor of Architecture (Tenure-Track)

Boston Architectural College, September 2010 – May 2011
Instructor, School of Architecture

AUTHORED BOOKS
The Philosophy of Dumbness by Joseph Choma  
 Paperback: 140 pages, 65 illustrations, 7in x 9in, ORO Editions (October 2020) 
 ISBN: 978-1-951541-37-8 (pbk)
 
Études for Architects by Joseph Choma  
 Hardcover and paperback: 270 pages, 190 illustrations, 234mm x 156mm, Routledge (May 2018)
 ISBN: 978-1-138-63223-3 (hbk), ISBN: 978-1-138-63224-0 (pbk), ISBN: 978-1-315-20837-4 (ebk) 

Morphing: A Guide to Mathematical Transformations for Architects and Designers by Joseph Choma  
 Hardcover: 232 pages, 886 illustrations, 220mm x 220mm, Laurence King Publishing (January 2015) 
 ISBN: 978-1-78067-4-131 (hbk) 

PATENT 
Invention: Foldable Composite Structures 
Inventor: Joseph Choma
 United States Patent No. 10,994,468 was granted on May 4, 2021
 

 

 Primary individual responsible for the integration of digital tooling into all foundations studios, Fall 2014 - Present 
 Created a new course for Visualization and Representation 1, Fall 2015 - 2017 
 Created a new industry sponsored elective, Spring 2017 
 Co-created a new elective in collaboration with M. Wesam Al Asali (Cambridge, UK), Spring 2019 
 Part of the collaborative team that developed Architectural Foundations 2, Spring 2015 - 2018 
 Created multiple research-based design studios, Fall 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2021
     
Committees
 Chair of the Digital Ecologies Certi�cate Program, Spring 2021 - Present 
 Member of the Digital Ecologies Committee, Fall 2016 - Present
 Member of the Faculty Advisory Committee, Fall 2019 - Present
 Chair of the Architecture Curriculum Committee, Fall 2021 - Present
 Member of the Architecture Curriculum Committee, Fall 2019 - Present
 Member of the University’s STEAM Collective (Nine Member Interdisciplinary Academic Team), Fall 2015 - Present
 Member of the Masters to PhD Committee, Fall 2019 - Spring 2020
 Member of Teaching Stream: Design, Fall 2016 - Spring 2019
 Member of the University’s STEAM Task Force, Fall 2014 - Fall 2017
 Coordinator of 2nd Year Undergraduate Studios, Spring 2017, Fall 2020, Spring 2021
 Faculty and Student Advisory Committee (Second Year Faculty Representative), Fall 2015 - Spring 2016
 Member of the Studio Learning Cultures Task Force, Fall 2015 - Spring 2016
 Member of the Search and Screen Committee for Endowed Chair / Director of CU-iMSE, Fall 2016 - Spring 2018
 Member of the Search and Screen Committee for Lecturers, Spring 2019
 Member of the NAAB Lee Hall Exhibit Committee, Spring 2016 - Spring 2017
 Clemson Thinks 2 Instructor, Fall 2015 - Spring 2019

Advising
 On the doctoral committee of Sida Dai, Fall 2019 - Present
 On the doctoral committee of Mostafa Hashem, Spring 2015 - Spring 2018
 Advising 40 undergraduate students each academic year, Fall 2015 - Spring 2021

Editor of Poche’ - Clemson University Architecture‘s student publication, Spring 2016
 Paperback: 220 pages, 234mm x 160mm, Clemson University Architecture (January 2017) 
 
 Poché is the “stu�” between the walls and �oors. In plans and sections it is usually �lled in or hatched. However,  
 there is a lot that goes into that mysterious hatch. This publication literally cuts through required courses at  
 Clemson University Architecture, as a means to pause and re�ect. 

The Cooper Union, January 2022 – June 2022
Associate Professor Adjunct, The Irwin S. Chanin School of Architecture

 COURSE
 BArch Second Year Required Course: ARCH 122B Structures I, Spring 2022

 The course introduces students to the concept of structural intuition and structurally derived design.    

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September 2021 – January 2022
Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Architecture

 COURSE
 MArch Level III Option Studio: 4.154 Making Ingredients, Fall 2021

 The fabrication-based research studio was co-taught by Diego Pinochet, Lavender Tessmer, Joseph Choma and  
 Maya Hayuk. Joseph Choma attended ten class sessions in person which included leading a workshop, giving a  
 lecture and regularly providing feedback to the students as a critic and mentor. Diego Pinochet and Lavendar  
 Tessmer were the instructors primarily responsible for the overall pedagogical structure of the studio.    

Kennesaw State University, July 2011 – May 2014 (formerly known as Southern Polytechnic State University) 
Assistant Professor of Architecture (Tenure-Track)

 COURSES
 Design Foundations 1, Fall 2011, 2012, 2013 (Core design studio)
 Design Communications 1, Fall 2012 (Required course)
 Design Foundations 2, Spring 2012, 2013, 2014 (Core design studio)
 Design Communications 2, Spring 2014 (Required course)
 Constrained to be Unconstrained, Spring 2012, 2013 (Advanced elective)
 Environmental Technologies 1, Fall 2011, 2013 (Required course)

SERVICE
Pedagogy Development
 Co-authored all exercises with Durham Crout for Design Foundations 1, Fall 2012 - 2013
 Co-authored all exercises with Durham Crout for Design Foundations 2, Spring 2013 - 2014 
 Created a new advanced elective on tooling constraints, Spring 2012 - 2013 
 Created a new course for Design Communications 2, Spring 2014
  
Committees
 Chair of Lecture, Workshop and Exhibition Series, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014
 Coordinator of 1st Year, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014  
 Coordinator of Digital Fabrication Lab, Fall 2011 - Spring 2014
 Member of University Information Technology Advisory Committee, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014
 Member of Academic Council, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014
 Member of Research Advisory Committee, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014 
 Member of Curriculum Development Committee, Fall 2012 - Spring 2014
 Library Representative for the Architecture Program, Fall 2011 - Spring 2014
 Member of Search and Screen Committee for Professor of History and Theory, Spring 2012
 Co-Chair of Search and Screen Committee for Supervisor and Shop Manager, Spring 2012

Boston Architectural College, September 2010 – May 2011
Instructor, School of Architecture

 COURSE
 trans-FORM: Tacit to Explicit, Fall 2010, Spring 2011 (Advanced elective)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September 2009 – May 2011
Teaching Assistant, Department of Architecture

 COURSES
 MArch Level III Option Studio, Professor Andrew Scott (Director of MArch Program) Spring 2011 
 Digital Fab. & Construct: Apps Workshop, Professor Dennis Shelden (Gehry Technologies) Fall 2010 
 MA Level I Core Studio, Professor Ana Miljacki (Project_) Spring 2010 
 MArch Level II Core Studio, Professor Nader Tehrani (NADAAA) Fall 2009
 
RESEARCH AS PRACTICE
Design Topology Lab, May 2009 – Present, Founder and Director
 “...the �rst research practice dedicated to the ontology of space de�ned by mathematics.” 
  -Archinect (August 18, 2011)
 
 Primary Research: Foldable Structures and Materials (2017 - Present)
 
 Folding is a systematic method that transforms planar material into three-dimensional geometries with structural  

 depth. Through precise calibration, �exible folded hinges can become rigid–capable of withstanding structural  
 loads. Depending on the organization of folds, structures can be �at-packed for ease of transport. Folding can also  
 provide the potential to reduce production costs associated with the complexity of manufacturing parts which  
 have Gaussian curvature. By beginning with a simple �at plane and then folding it, there is the possibility to  
 fabricate geometries which are globally doubly curved but locally developable. Additionally, there are numerous  
 variations possible with one systematic method.

 This research seeks to move beyond origami–the art of folding paper–by embracing material and structural  
 constraints. Primarily, I am inventing new fabrication methods and material logic to expand the possibilities of  
 translating paper folding to materials which have the potential to scale up. In particular, more e�cient methods to  
 manufacture parts are being developed in direct dialogue with industry to embrace folding as a means to tackle  
 manufacturing applications including: lightweight deployable structures, ultra-thin formwork for concrete casting,  
 and stay-in-place formwork for shell structures and concrete slabs. 

 At a moment when anything is possible to build, this research also challenges the ethics of construction in the built  
 environment. Just because we can build something with our current means and methods doesn’t mean we should.  
 Foldable structures and materials is one exciting trajectory towards building a more sustainable future. 

 Current Research Project: Ultra-thin folded paper formwork with set-on-demand casting (June 2019 - Present)
 Principal Investigators: Joseph Choma, Clemson University and Ena Lloret-Fritschi, ETH Zurich 
 Collaborators: Gramazio Kohler Research, ETH Zurich and Physical Chemistry of Building Materials, ETH Zurich 
 Funding: SPARK SNSF Grant

 Current Research Project: Reusable folded �berglass formwork (May 2021 - Present)
 Principal Investigator: Joseph Choma, Clemson University
 Professional Client / Collaborator: BuildX Studio in Nairobi, Kenya (James Mitchell, Co-Founder & CEO) 
 Industry Collaborator: Windsor Fiberglass in Wilmington, NC (David Riebe, Vice President)
 Industry Sponsors: Vectorply, Entropy Resins, and Windsor Fiberglass

 Current Consulting Research: Advancing goat hair �ber textiles (September 2021 - Present)
 Consultant: Joseph Choma, Clemson University
 Professional Client: Khammash Architects in Amman, Jordan (Ammar Khammash, Principal) 

 Current Research Project: Cable-locking foldable structures (2020 - Present)
 Principal Investigator: Joseph Choma, Clemson University
 Industry Sponsors: Vectorply and Entropy Resins

 Current Research Project: Lightweight deployable structures with foldable composites (2017 - Present)
 Principal Investigator: Joseph Choma, Clemson University
 Current Industry Sponsors: Vectorply and Entropy Resins
 Previous Industry Sponsors: Composites One, Polynt-Reichhold, United Initiators, Windsor Fiberglass
 
 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE / PRINT)
 Foldable shelters featured on Archinect, December 20, 2021
 ‘In�atable Origami Structures Could Someday O�er Emergency Shelter’ in Smithsonian Magazine, April 29, 2021
 ‘This Human-Sized Origami Reimagines Emergency Shelters’ in Wired Magazine, April 27, 2021 
 ‘Why folding is important to the �eld of architecture’ on Archinect, May 08, 2019 
 Mentioned in  ‘Composites 2019: A multitude of markets’ within CompositesWorld Magazine, January 01, 2019 
 Foldable composites research mentioned in CompositesWorld Magazine, November 16, 2018 
 Research featured in CompositesWorld Magazine, September 12, 2017 
 Podcast interview with CompositesWorld Magazine, September 07, 2017 
 Fiberglass arch featured on Archinect, September 05, 2017 
 Fabrication process featured on Archinect, July 11, 2017

 Previous Research Project: Robotically carved, mathematically de�ned, stone structures (2015 - 2016) 
 Industry Collaborators: Quarra Stone Company in Madison, WI (Jim Durham, Alex Marshall, Brian Smith)
 Arup in Los Angeles, CA (Bruce Danziger, Allan Olson)

 Previous Creative Explorations: Inhabitable drawing installations (2012 - 2013)  
 Installations: Boundaries (2012), Boundaries 02 (2013), Line 01 (2013)
 
 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Line 01 (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, October 21, 2013 
 Boundaries 02 (drawing) featured on suckerPUNCH, February 02, 2013
 Boundaries 02 (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, January 24, 2013 
 Boundaries (drawing) featured on suckerPUNCH, March 12, 2012
 Article written about installation on Designboom Magazine, March 01, 2012 

 Boundaries (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, February 07, 2012   

PATENT 
Invention: Foldable Composite Structures 
Inventor: Joseph Choma

 United States Patent No. 10,994,468 was granted on May 4, 2021 

 United States Patent Application Publication No. US 2019/0315045 A1 was published 
 on October 17, 2019 

 Non-provisional application for U.S. Letters Patent bearing U.S. Serial No. 16/381,653 
 �led in the U.S. Patent and Trademark O�ce on April 11, 2019
 
 Provisional application for U.S. Letters Patent bearing U.S. Serial No. 62/655,978 
 �led in the U.S. Patent and Trademark O�ce on April 11, 2018

 Foldable composite structures and methods for fabricating foldable composite structures are provided. For  
 example, a method comprises selectively applying a rigidifying substance to a sheet of composite material to  
 de�ne a plurality of hinges; allowing the rigidifying substance to cure; and folding the sheet of composite material  
 along the hinges to form the composite structure. As another example, a method comprises laying out �at a sheet  
 of composite material; masking a plurality of hinges on the sheet; applying a polymer to a sheet face; curing the  
 polymer; removing the masking; and folding the sheet along the hinges to form the composite structure. An 
 exemplary foldable composite structure comprises a planar sheet of composite material folded to de�ne a plurality  
 of surface segments and a plurality of hinges. A portion of the hinges form peaks and the remainder of the hinges  
 form valleys. The hinges are de�ned between adjacent surface segments.

AUTHORED BOOKS
The Philosophy of Dumbness by Joseph Choma  

 Paperback: 140 pages, 65 illustrations, 7in x 9in, ORO Editions (October 2020) 
 ISBN: 978-1-951541-37-8 (pbk)
 
 This is the dumbest smart book on contemporary architecture. What really is this “technology” that we speak of?  
 How do we de�ne “intelligence”? These are just two of the questions that this book attempts to answer through the  
 unconventional (and seemingly ironic) lens of “dumbness.” Historical examples in science, art, and architecture  
 ground “dumbness” as a means to convey a trajectory to practice “smarter.” Instead of a singular authoritative  
 vision, over �fty contributors answer the question, “What is the dumbest, but smartest thing you’ve done?” These  
 unique responses provide a vivid lens into the culture of contemporary architecture and the rigor behind it.   

 Contributors include (in alphabetical order): Hitoshi Abe, Masoud Akbarzadeh, Anthony Ames, M. Wesam Al Asali,  
 Cecil Balmond, Stefan Behnisch, Ben van Berkel, Marlon Blackwell, Michael Boucher, Michelle Chang, Brandon  
 Cli�ord, Bruce Danziger, Allison Dring, Je�erson Ellinger, Mark Foster Gage, Sean Godsell, Fabio Gramazio, Herb  
 Greene, Patrick Harrop, Steven Holl, Coy Howard, Joyce Hwang, Florian Idenburg, Dominique Jakob, Jae Kyung  
 Kim, Ted Krueger, Jeannette Kuo, Roberto de Leon, Jing Liu, Carl Lostritto, Winy Maas, Brendan MacFarlane, Brian  
 MacKay-Lyons, Marc Manack, Jürgen Mayer H., Rahul Mehrotra, Michael Meredith, Catie Newell, William O’Brien Jr.,  
 Caroline O’Donnell, Ross Primmer, Philippe Rahm, Michael Ramage, Gilles Retsin, David Riebe, Siobhan Rockcastle,  
 Jonah Ross-Marrs, Curtis Roth, Hilary Sample, Patrik Schumacher, Robert Silance, Kivi Sotamaa, Joseph Tanney,  
 Nader Tehrani, Dimitra Tsachrelia, Julia Watson, Mark West, Chris Williams
 
Études for Architects by Joseph Choma  

 Hardcover and paperback: 270 pages, 190 illustrations, 234mm x 156mm, Routledge (May 2018)
 ISBN: 978-1-138-63223-3 (hbk), ISBN: 978-1-138-63224-0 (pbk), ISBN: 978-1-315-20837-4 (ebk) 

 Organized around a series of pedagogical exercises, this book provides a visual journey through a series of games  
 architects can play as a means to design. Aimed speci�cally at beginner design students, learning objectives  
 include: computational thinking and making, introduction to design as an iterative, re�ective, and rigorous  
 process, ideas of continuity and discontinuity, and understanding the bias and constraints of analog and digital  
 tooling. The text is simple and straightforward to understand and in addition the author draws explanatory  
 diagrams to elaborate on each exercise's description. He also includes visually compelling student work to provide  
 insight into the possibilities of each exercise. Finally, the book includes eighteen case studies from Europe, the USA,  

 Mexico, and Asia to inspire and inform.

 REVIEWS
 "This book o�ers a critical alternative to oppositional thinking by providing a rule-based intellectual construct  
 through which many generative and representational media are able to converse. In a world that has already  
 internalized computational potentials and imperatives, this book helps to demystify the apparent complexities of  
 technical procedures by bringing a renewed focus on the conceptual." 
  -Nader Tehrani (Dean and Professor, Irwin S. Chanin School of Architecture at The Cooper Union) 

 "Études for Architects is a timely manual for simplifying complexity in geometric and parametric form/space  
 making. Here analog and digital techniques are presented as of equal value in establishing a rule-based design  
 process that encourages speculation and innovation. The how to and why approach is generously illustrated with  
 exemplary student work (drawings and models) and supported by contemporary building case studies that move  
 us from the abstract to possible realities. A must have operational guide for students, teachers, and designers for  
 generating elegance in form." 
  -Marlon Blackwell, FAIA (E. Fay Jones Distinguished Professor at the University of Arkansas) 

 "Albers grounds art and design education in ongoing experience – ‘To start out by "playing" develops courage,  
 leads in a natural manner to an inventive way of building and furthers . . . [design] discovery.’ Choma’s études do the  
 same with equal if not greater force for today’s design studio – with computers and, I am delighted to add, without.  
 This is a marvelous achievement." 
  -George Stiny (Professor of Design and Computation at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology)

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Interview published on Archinect, August 8, 2018 

Morphing: A Guide to Mathematical Transformations for Architects and Designers by Joseph Choma  

 Hardcover: 232 pages, 886 illustrations, 220mm x 220mm, Laurence King Publishing (January 2015) 
 ISBN: 978-1-78067-4-131 (hbk) 

 Cylinders, spheres and cubes are a small handful of shapes that can be de�ned by a single word. However, most  
 shapes cannot be found in a dictionary. They belong to an alternative plastic world de�ned by trigonometry: a  
 mathematical world where all shapes can be described under one systematic language and where any shape can  
 transform into another.

 This visually striking guidebook clearly and systematically lays out the basic foundation for using these   
 mathematical transformations as design tools. It is intended for architects, designers, and anyone with the  
 curiosity to understand the link between shapes and the equations behind them.

 Digital companion website and tool: www.morphingbook.com
 
 Morphing Tool, designed and developed in collaboration with Xiaoji Chen (User Experience Designer, Microsoft)

 REVIEWS
 “While the classic platonic shapes have a dictionary de�nition, the rise of parametric design has seen an in�nity 
 of new plastic mathematical forms around that have yet to be named. Joseph Choma, who graduated in 
 computation at MIT, has thoughtfully managed not only to name but to ontologically order them into 13   
 mathematical ‘transformations’, so that seemingly random 3D forms can be broken down into their constituent  
 parts. As if that isn’t enough he also provides the trigonometric equations that de�ne those transformations. 
 This is a technical tome less for those thinking traditionally about ‘form follows function’ and more for those 
 that think ‘form follows f(x)’.”
  -Jan-Carlos Kucharek (Senior Editor, Royal Institute of British Architects Journal)

 “Architectural design books that tackle the tough problem of the relationship of mathematics to architecture are  
 few and far between. Even less frequent are those titles written in a clear and concise manner that then makes  
 them easy to use. 

 The relation of geometry to design was introduced by writers like Matila Ghyka. Mario Salvadori, best known for  
 his books on structures, delved broadly into the theme of Mathematics in Architecture. Years later, Architectural  
 Geometry, furthered this discussion with a textbook by Helmut Pottmann, Andreas Asperl, Michael Hofer and Axel  
 Kilian on geometric computing and its uses in architectural design. 
 
 Less wordy and much simpler in format, Morphing: A Guide to Mathematical Transformations for Architects and  
 Designers addresses trigonometry as a tool in architectural design. As visual learners, architects think in images  
 not formulas, making Morphing an ideal resource . . . easy to use and a real asset for the architectural designer.”

  -Barbara Opar (Architecture Librarian, Syracuse University Libraries)

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE / PRINT)
 Five page book review in Journal of Mathematics and the Arts, October 24, 2016
 Book review in Architectural Record, December 01, 2015
 Book review in Architecture NZ Magazine, August 21, 2015
 Book review in ARLIS/NA, July 25, 2015 
 Book review in RIBA Journal, May 13, 2015 
 Featured on RPI Alumni News, May 06, 2015 
 Book featured on ArchDaily, March 23, 2015 
 Book featured on Archinect, March 20, 2015 
 Interview published on Archinect, March 10, 2015 
 Book featured on suckerPUNCH, February 16, 2015
 
AWARDS
2019–20 NCCR Digital Fabrication Researcher in Residence, Awarded: $10,000 
 The National Centre of Competence in Research (NCCR) Digital Fabrication is Switzerland’s initiative to lead the  
 development and integration of digital technologies within the �eld of architecture. The NCCR Digital Fabrication  
 Researcher in Residence is intended to support costs associated with travel to ETH Zurich. The primary purpose of  
 the residency is to support international collaborations with research groups at the ETH Zurich. 

2018–19 Pennell Award for research and design building, Awarded: $22,062 
 Research Proposal: Paper Folding to Foldable Composites
 PI (100%): Joseph Choma, Clemson University 

Best Presentation Award, 2018 Sidney Sussex Graduate Conference, University of Cambridge, UK
 Presentation: Paper Folding to Foldable Composites

2013 Emerging Voices Award from the AIA Atlanta
 Each year, the AIA Atlanta and Young Architects Forum of Atlanta recognizes one architect/designer in Atlanta. 

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Featured on suckerPUNCH, February 02, 2013
 Featured on Archinect and Bustler, January 24, 2013 

SMALL GRANTS
CAAH Equipment Support Grant, Fall 2020, Awarded: $1,500
Clemson Architectural Foundation Grant, Fall 2020, Awarded: $1,000
Clemson Architectural Foundation Grant, Fall 2019, Awarded: $2,250
Clemson Architectural Foundation Grant, Fall 2016, Awarded: $1,500
Council for the Arts at MIT “Special” Director’s Grant, Spring 2011, Awarded: $1,000
Council for the Arts at MIT Grant, Spring 2010, Awarded: $2,000
Council for the Arts at MIT Grant, Fall 2009, Awarded: $2,000

NATIONAL RESEARCH COMPETITION
Composites in Architecture Design Challenge, ACMA, Spring 2017, First Place
 A national competition presented by the American Composites Manufacturers Association (ACMA).
 Research Project: Manifold: Expanding the possibilities of composites manufacturing through folding
 Role: Faculty Advisor / Principal Investigator 
 Students: Caleb Roberts, Sarah Pyne, Tyler Rodgers, Christian Bravo, Brent Sosebee, and R.J. Wilson

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Compared to a new technology on Composites World Magazine, October 30, 2017
 Complete story on Newsstand at Clemson University, May 22, 2017
 Featured on Composites World Magazine, May 10, 2017
 Featured on Composites Manufacturing, May 08, 2017
 Featured on Innovation in Textiles, April 28, 2017
 Featured on Inside Composites, April 28, 2017

 Featured on Building Enclosure Magazine, April 27, 2017

Composites in Architecture Design Challenge, ACMA, Spring 2017, Third Place
 A national competition presented by the American Composites Manufacturers Association (ACMA).
 Research Project: Columns of Double Curvature: Integrating weaving into ruled surfaces
 Role: Faculty Advisor / Principal Investigator 
 Students: Harrison Polk, Diego Bazzani, Heather Kimbrell, Erin Doering, Will Franzreb, and Carrie Bull

PAPERS (BLIND PEER REVIEWED)  
Choma, Joseph. ‘Sketching with Mathematics.’ Virtual + Actual: Process and Product of Design (Design 
Communication Association), 2018: 308–315.
 The paper was one of only nine papers (out of 154 submissions) to received a perfect peer reviewed score by all  
 three blind peer reviews.

Choma, Joseph. ‘Foldable Composites for Architectural Applications.’ Origami 7, Volume 1: Design, 
Education, History, and Science, 2018: 135–150.
 The Origami 7 book was published by Tarquin Publishing as a proceedings from the 7th International Meeting on  
 Origami in Science, Mathematics and Education (7OSME) at the University of Oxford, UK (Mathematical Institute  
 and Department of Engineering Science). 

Choma, Joseph. ‘Structural Sculpting: A Designer's Approach to Robotically Carved Stone Structures.’  
2018 Proceedings of the Symposium on Simulation for Architecture and Urban Design, 2018: 197–204.

Choma, Joseph. ‘Objects to Atmosphere.’  Material Vocabularies (International Journal of Interior               
Architecture and Spatial Design, Volume 4, 2016): 22–25.
 23% acceptance rate

Choma, Joseph. ‘Boundaries 02.’ BLUR d3:dialog (International Journal of Architecture and Design, 2016): 
137–142.

Choma, Joseph. ‘Digital Fabrication + Hand Craft.’  SIGRADI 2010 Proceedings, 2010: 146–149.
 Cited within �ve papers 

INVITED PUBLICATIONS  
Choma, Joseph. ‘Large Scale Prototyping.’ Digital Fabrication and the Design Build Studio. London: 
Routledge, Forthcoming Fall 2022
 Invited by William Carpenter (Professor, Kennesaw State University) 

Choma, Joseph. ‘Making Friends.’ Real Acts of Architecture. London: Routledge, Forthcoming Fall 2022
 Invited by Gabriel Esquivel (Associate Professor, Texas A&M University) 

Choma, Joseph. ‘Contested Boundaries: Crafting Texture.’ Performative Materials in Architecture and 
Design. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013: 158–159.
 Invited by Rashida Ng (Associate Professor, Temple University) and Sneha Patel 

Choma, Joseph. ‘T-H-I-C-K-E-N-I-N-G.’  Mathematics: From the Ideal to the Uncertain (The Cornell Journal 
of Architecture 9, 2012): 191–199.
 Invited by Caroline O'Donnell (Director of M.Arch. Program, Cornell University)
 
 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Journal featured on ArchDaily, June 06, 2013 

Choma, Joseph. ‘Contested Boundaries: Packing Instability.’  Testing to Failure. SA+P Press, 2011:     
158–159.
 Invited by Nader Tehrani (Head of the Department of Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology)

Choma, Joseph. ‘Contested Boundaries: Material Translation.’ Machinic Processes Architecture Biennial 
Beijing 2010 Students Catalog. 2010
 One of four projects selected to represent MIT in the Architectural Biennial Beijing. 

PROJECTS PUBLISHED (BLIND PEER REVIEWED) 
Choma, Joseph. ‘Paper Folding to Foldable Composites.’ ACADIA 2019 Projects Catalog, 2019: 80–85

Choma, Joseph. ‘Sketching with Mathematics: Variations of a Pavilion.’ Order; Disorder (Scroope         
Cambridge Architecture Journal Issue 27, 2018): 155–158.

Choma, Joseph. ‘Contested Boundaries.’ ACADIA 2010 Projects Catalog, 2010: 146–149
 
Choma, Joseph. ‘Exploding Volume Packing’ RUNE Journal 31, 2010: 33 
 The MIT Journal of Arts and Letters showcases vault packing drawing. 

PROJECTS PUBLISHED WITHIN INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES (PRINT) 
Design Exchange Magazine, UK, Wide Eyed, 90–91, August 2009
 Video exhibited at the VISIONS Beyond Media Festival in Florence was mentioned. 

eVolo Magazine, USA,  Architecture Rede�ned, 144–145, July 2009
 Design machine housing concept published. 

Plan Magazine, Ireland, "Is the new Frank Gehry on...", 89–91, September 2007
 Article previewed on the cover of the magazine. Brief interview and showcased two images of a design project.    

PROJECTS  INCLUDED IN OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Glimpse, Clemson University's magazine of research and creative discovery, Page 67, Fall 2015
 Introducing Joseph Choma to the Clemson community.  

Design for the Children Book, Play and Order, Page 40, May 2010
 Competition entry for a pediatric clinic in East Africa was published.    

EMPAC OPEN Book, Architecture and Design Exhibition, 60–61, Fall 2008
 Exhibit design published in this small promotional book. 

Rensselaer Magazine, 2008 EOY Award, Page 53, Fall 2008
 Winning built chair design shown in an article. 

Rensselaer Magazine, Change the World Challenge Begins, Page 9, Fall 2005
 The �ve winners of a university wide competition were mentioned.   

Rensselaer Magazine, Students Design Homes for Haiti, Page 5, Winter 2004
 Winners of the student design competition were mentioned.   

PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS
Lowry Hall Courtyard, Clemson University, Clemson
Foldable Shelters, December 2021 – Present
 Principal Investigator: Joseph Choma 
 Folded Vault: Tuyen Tram, Vincent Cu�ee, Mike Salois, and Xin Gao.
 Folded Cone: Casey Pearce, Logan Christensen, Carlo Mellone, and Jacob Bauer.
 Folded Cube: Qinming Hou, Chino Ning, Ría Naab, and Breland Land.
 Folded A-Frame: Kelly Clark, Jesse Parks, Zach Koeppen, and Sarah Thomas.

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Foldable shelters featured on Archinect, December 20, 2021

Lowry Hall Courtyard, Clemson University, Clemson
Chakrasana, August – September 2017
 Designer / Principal Investigator: Joseph Choma 
 Fabrication Team: William Marshall, Claire Hicks, Sarah Nail, Joe Scherer

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Chakrasana featured on Archinect, September 05, 2017
 Fabrication process featured on Archinect, July 11, 2017

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
951 Boylston Street Lobby, Boston Architectural College, Boston
Architecture + Mathematics, November 2015 – February 2016

Barbara Archer Gallery, Atlanta
Object to Atmosphere, January – March 2013

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Boundaries 02 (drawing) featured on suckerPUNCH, February 02, 2013
 Boundaries 02 (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, January 24, 2013 

Architecture Exhibition Gallery, Southern Polytechnic State University, Marietta
Boundaries, January – February 2012

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Boundaries (drawing) featured on suckerPUNCH, March 12, 2012
 Article written about installation on Designboom Magazine, March 01, 2012 
 Boundaries (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, February 07, 2012

Emerging Technologies Gallery, MIT Museum, Cambridge
Design for an Ideal Polling Booth, April – May 2010
 Funded in part by two Council for the Arts at MIT Grants
 Part of the 2010 Cambridge Science Festival

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Interviewed on the Cambridge Science Festival Blog, April 20, 2010
 Featured on MIT’s homepage (www.mit.edu), Today’s Spotlight, March 28, 2010

INVITED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
Centre de design de UQAM, Montréal, Québec
Vers un univers numérique, September - November 2021

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Exhibition featured on The McGill Tribune, September 30, 2021
 Exhibition featured on Canadian Architect, September 9, 2021 
 
West 22nd Street (6th and 7th Avenues), New York
Skowhegan 75th Anniversary Block Party, October 9, 2021

 Joseph Choma collaborated with international artist Maya Hayuk on a folded painted sculpture, 
 A Tribute to Kōryō Miura and Sonia Delaunay, 2021. The piece is part of the permanent collection 
 at the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Madison, Maine.    

Civil and Environmental Engineering, Stanford University
Soft Boundary [4x4]: A Critical Look at Architectural Research, September 2019

Nicholls & Clarke Lofts, 3/10 Shoreditch High Street, London, UK
ARCSOC Summer Show 2018 (University of Cambridge), July 2018

Miller Institute for Contemporary Art, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh
Designing the Computational Image/Imagining Computational Design, September - November 2017

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Featured on CreativeApplications, November 21, 2017

Promenade Building, Atlanta
Southern Fried Supernova, October 2013
 
 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Line 01 (drawing) featured on Archinect and Bustler, October 21, 2013

Michael C. Carlos Museum at Emory University, Atlanta
Veneralia: Night of the Black Jaguar, May 2012

Swan Coach House Gallery, Atlanta
Architects as Artists, January – February 2012

Works, San José
Iraqi Memorial, November – December 2011

Project Space, The Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, New York
Iraqi Memorial, September – October 2011

Department of Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
MIT 150, DCG Exhibit: Things to Think with, April – May 2011
 Funded in part by a Council for the Arts at MIT “Special” Director’s Grant

McCormick Gallery, Boston Architectural College, Boston
Build Boston, Change/Order Exhibit, November – December 2010

798 Space, Beijing, China
4th Architectural Biennial Beijing 2010, Machinic Processes, October 2010

Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery, University of Nevada, Reno
Iraqi Memorial, February – March 2010
 
Protospace, Bangalore, India
Spirited Caravans, Re-imagining Bangalore's Outdoors, July 2009

ARTWERX Gallery, Brighton, UK
architectuREde�ned, February 2009

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (PEER REVIEWED) 
Tallinn Architecture Biennale (TAB), Museum of Estonian Architecture
Installation Programme Exhibition, Forthcoming September 2022

School of Architecture, University of Texas at Austin

ACADIA 2019's Peer Reviewed Exhibition, October 2019

AIA Conference on Architecture 2017, Orlando
Composites Pavilion, April 2017 

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Featured on Composites World Magazine, May 10, 2017
 Featured on Composites Manufacturing, May 8, 2017
 Featured on Innovation in Textiles, April 28, 2017
 Featured on Inside Composites, April 28, 2017
 Featured on, Building Enclosure Magazine, April 27, 2017

McCormick Place Lakeside Center, Chicago
The Future of Composites in Construction | JEC Group, June 2017

School of Architecture, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn
ACADIA 2010's Peer Reviewed Exhibition, October 2010

Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Philadelphia
Input_Output Exhibition, October – November 2010

Stazione Leopolda, Florence, Italy
VISIONS Beyond Media Festival, Wide Eyed, July 2009

INVITED LECTURES
Invited lecture for the SoA Fall Lecture Series, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Constraints as Opportunities, October 21, 2021

Invited lecture for the Dean of Libraries Research Club Series, Clemson University
Constraints as Opportunities, October 20, 2021 (Virtual lecture)

Dina El-Zanfaly’s Graduate Design Research Seminar, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh
What is technology? What is intelligence?, September 28, 2021 (Virtual lecture) 

Invited presentation for the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) 
Conference on Mathematical Aspects of Materials Science (MS21)
Mini-Symposium 22: Mathematical Aspects of Origami Design
Foldable Structures and Materials, May 24, 2021 (Virtual lecture)

Invited lecture for Notions of India: Shaping a Billion Dreams, Mumbai, India
Designing with Mathematics, May 7, 2021 (Virtual lecture to an audience of 2,800 people)

Invited lecture for the MS in Architecture and Urban Design, Polis University, Tirana, Albania
Constraints as Opportunities, March 27, 2021 (Virtual lecture)

Design Dialogue: Con�uence '21, Rachana Sansad’s Academy of Architecture, Mumbai, India
Constraints as Opportunities, March 2, 2021 (Virtual lecture)

Patrick Harrop’s Digital Fabrication Seminar, Laurentian University, Sudbury, Ontario, Canada
Everything is Part of Another Part, February 3, 2021 (Virtual lecture)

Invited lecture for the Forum in Computation, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Everything is Part of Another Part, November 6, 2020 (Virtual lecture)

Invited lecture at the Department of Architecture, Kennesaw State University, Marietta
Foldable Structures and Materials, February 21, 2020

Takehiko Nagakura’s Design Scripting Course, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
For Loops, March 3, 2011

2010 Cambridge Science Festival, MIT Museum, Cambridge
Design for an Ideal Polling Booth, April 25, 2010

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (BLIND PEER REVIEWED) 
DCA 2018, Department of Design & Environmental Analysis, Cornell University, Ithaca
Sketching with Mathematics, October 9, 2018

7OSME, Mathematical Institute and Department of Engineering Science, University of Oxford, UK
Foldable Composites for Architectural Applications, September 5, 2018

SimAUD2018, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, Delft University of Technology, Delft
Structural Sculpting: A Designer's Approach to Robotically Carved Stone Structures, June 6, 2018 

2018 Sidney Sussex Graduate Conference, University of Cambridge, UK
Paper Folding to Foldable Composites, February 17, 2018

ACADIA 2010, School of Architecture, The Cooper Union, New York
Contested Boundaries, October 23, 2010

Input_Output Symposium, Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Philadelphia
Contested Boundaries, October 8, 2010

MIT DesComp 2010 Symposium, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Exploding: Vault Packing, February 6, 2010

CONFERENCE PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
Divergence in Architectural Research, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta
Closing Panel, March 6, 2020
 Panel included: Joseph Choma (Clemson), Lydia Kallipoliti (Cooper Union), Todd Cronan (Emory),   
 Scott Marble (GA Tech), George B. Johnston (GA Tech), Danielle Willkens (GA Tech), Tarek Rakha (GA Tech).

American Society for Cybernetics 2017 Conference, Salem
A Conversation about Design and Designing with a Conversation, August 11, 2017
 Chaired and organized the panel, which was a tribute to Ranulph Glanville
 Panel included: Mark Goulthorpe (MIT), Patrick Harrop (Laurentian University), Ted Krueger (RPI), 
 Nathan Felde (Northeastern), Daisy Ames (Columbia) 

INTERNATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITIONS 
Tallinn Architecture Biennale (TAB) Installation Competition, Summer 2021, Shortlisted Finalist
 Joseph Choma, Je�erson Ellinger, and Wesam Al Asali were selected as one of the 12 shortlisted teams out of 119  
 entries from 41 countries.  

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 ‘Finalists Announced for the Tallinn Architecture Biennale Installation Competition’ on Archinect, June 07, 2021 

Pamphlet Architecture 33 Competition, Princeton Architectural Press, Spring 2012, Shortlisted Entry
 Nominated by a previous Pamphlet Architecture author. 

Design for the Children Competition, AIA Seattle, Spring 2009, Notable Entry
 Sustainable, culturally responsive, pediatric clinic for East Africa. 
 Lead Designer, collaborated with Satoshi Kiyono, Eric Tan, Amy Latten, Josh Everard and Matt Gineo

Spring 2020 Lecture Series, School of Architecture and Design, New York Institute of Technology
Foldable Structures and Materials, February 11, 2020

Invited lecture at the Theory of Condensed Matter Group at the University of Cambridge, UK
Foldable Structures and Materials, December 16, 2019

Invited lecture at Kieran Timberlake, Philadelphia
Foldable Structures and Materials, August 6, 2019

Keynote Speaker for Fab15 - Collectively Independent in ElGouna, Egypt
Foldable Structures and Materials, July 30, 2019

Invited lecture at the Institute of Technology in Architecture, ETH Zurich
Foldable Structures and Materials, March 20, 2019
 
Keynote Speaker for the �rst FAB (Future of Architecture and Building) Biennale in Mumbai, India
Foldable Structures and Materials, December 2, 2018

Glaucio Paulino’s Origami Engineering Seminar, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta
Foldable Structures and Materials, November 27, 2018 

Mechanical Engineering Department’s Seminar Series, Clemson University
Foldable Structures and Materials, November 16, 2018 

Sasa Zivkovic’s Digital Fabrication Seminar, Cornell University, Ithaca
Materializing Mathematics, October 31, 2017 (Virtual lecture)

Computational Design: Practices, Histories, Infrastructures, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh
Sketching with Mathematics: Variations of a Dancing Torus, October 7, 2017

Composites World Magazine, Denver
CW Talks explores foldable composites with Joseph Choma, July 27, 2017 (Podcast interview)

Aidan Ackerman’s Generative Design Course, Boston Architectural College, Boston
Designing an Understanding, November 4, 2015

Fall 2014 Lecture Series, School of Architecture, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta
Designing an Understanding, November 7, 2014

 IN THE NEWS (ONLINE)
 Lecture promoted on suckerPUNCH, October 31, 2014

Invited lecture for the Forum in Computation, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Designing an Understanding, October 24, 2013

Museum of Design Atlanta’s Field Trip Series, Barbara Archer Gallery, Atlanta
Object to Atmosphere, March 7, 2013

Spring 2012 Lecture Series, Dept. of Architecture, Southern Polytechnic State University, Marietta
Boundaries, January 23, 2012

The Computation Group Forum, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Designing Pedagogy, November 4, 2011

The Porous City, Spring 2009, Finalist
 Mobile cultural space in Bangalore, India. One of the �fteen �nalists. 

Iraqi Memorial, Spring 2009, Top Juror's Selection
 “Metaphorical references to in�ection, wind, and erosion are important to this artist’s interventionist mark making.  
 In�exion would be an elegant scar on the surface of the earth that recalls the land-based practices of Dennis  
 Oppenheim, Robert Morris, and Robert Smithson. In�exion refers to the power of man to e�ect change, while  
 suggesting that such alteration is also subject to natural forces beyond human control.”
  -Ann Wolfe (Curator of Exhibitions and Collections, Nevada Museum of Art)

eVolo 07 Housing Competition, Summer 2007, Special Mention
 Considered one of the most prestigious digital architecture ideas competitions in the world. 
 184 projects from 36 di�erent countries entered. 

OTHER DESIGN COMPETITIONS
Polling Booth Competition, Harvard GSD, Fall 2008, Selected Project
 “Conceptually it acknowledges that the act of voting is a �ercely individual act, and the defensive structure serves  
 to de�ne a personal space/zone around the voter. I �nd the structure interesting from a formal and tectonic point  
 view. Its center of gravity is high, and it necessarily ‘stands’ o� the ground, on the thin support of tapered quills. I  
 like the ‘bed of nails’ structural principle- whereby it stands because of the multiple improbable supports rather  
 than a few obvious structural ones.”
  -Eric Howeler (Associate Professor, Harvard University) 

Collab Design Competition, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Fall 2008, Third Place
 Designed and prototyped a bench for the museum. Awards presented by Frank Gehry.  

Rensselaer Final Project Competition, Fall 2008, Second Prize
 Annual internal competition for �fth year architecture students at RPI. 

Bedford Traveling Fellowship, Summer 2008, Traveled to Tokyo, Kiyoto, Osaka
 Selected to study the contemporary presence of the master builder - collaborations between engineers and  
 architects in Japan. Visited the o�ces of SANAA, Toyo Ito, Arata Isozaki, Mutsuro Sasaki, Takenaka Corporation,  
 and Arup | Tokyo.   

EOY Design Competition, Spring 2008, Overall Winner
 Designed and fabricated a chair out of 1,000 ft of ethernet cable for CXtec. 

Change the World Challenge Ideas Competition, Fall 2005, Best Idea
 Collapsible disaster relief shelter. One of �ve students awarded within the entire university (RPI).   

Haiti 8 x 8 x 40 Design Competition, Fall 2004, Best Overall Design
 A school in Haiti constructed out of shipping containers. Winning design was built in Haiti.
 Equal collaboration with Jason Beam, Elise DeChard and Elyse Spink. 

STUDENTS’ AWARDS
2018 Juried Design Communication Exhibition, Cornell University, Ithaca 
 A national student competition organized by the Design Communication Association (DCA). The drawings were  
 exhibited at the Martha Van Rensselaer Gallery at Cornell University in October 2018. Clemson University students  
 within Joseph Choma‘s studio won two of the six student categories.
 
 Observation Drawing Undergraduate Category Award
 Drawing by student, Zach Gill within Joseph Choma’s studio.  
 
 Observation Drawing Undergraduate Foundations Category Award
 Drawing by student, Everett Zuraw within Joseph Choma’s studio. 

ACADEMIC SERVICE

 Wrote competition brief for the 3rd Annual Composites in Architecture Design Challenge, a national competition  
 presented by the American Composites Manufacturers Association (ACMA). Additionally, was a juror for the  
 competition. Participating schools included: Cornell University, Carnegie Mellon University, Penn State University,  
 Ohio State University, Pratt Institute and Syracuse University.

SimAUD2018, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, Delft University of Technology, Delft
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, January 2018 
 Reviewed �ve paper submissions

ACADIA 2017, School of Architecture + Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, June 2017 
 Reviewed seven paper submissions

2nd Annual Composites in Architecture Design Challenge, ACMA 
Organizer of Workshop and Kick-o� Event, January 2017
 Clemson University hosted the workshop for other participating schools at CU-ICAR.

ACADIA 2016, Taubman College of Architecture, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Member of the Scienti�c Committee, May 2016 
 Reviewed �ve paper and project submissions

WORKSHOPS
DigitalFUTURES InclusiveFUTURES, Tongji University, Shanghai, China
Materializing Mathematics, June 28 – July 1, 2021
 Four day free online workshop open to 16 participating students and unlimited auditing students. 

DigitalFUTURES WORLD: Architects Unite, Tongji University, Shanghai, China
Materializing Mathematics, June 29 – July 3, 2020
 Five day free online workshop taught to 15 participating students and 135 auditing students from over twenty  
 di�erent countries around the world. 

Is Doing Architecture, Doing Research?, Kennesaw State University, Marietta
Introduction to Mathematical Form-Making, February 22, 2020
 Three hour workshop taught to undergraduate thesis students. 

Computational Design: Practices, Histories, Infrastructures, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh
Introduction to Mathematical Form-Making, October 8, 2017
 Three hour workshop taught to graduate students, PhD students and several faculty.

INFORMAL WORKSHOPS AND DEMONSTRATIONS   
2015 Artisphere, Greenville
Design with Mathematics, May 8–10, 2015
 Interacted with between 200-300 middle/elementary school students.

2015 Cambridge Science Festival, MIT Museum, Cambridge
Architecture + Mathematics, April 24, 2015

OUTREACH
R.D. Anderson Applied Technology Center, Moore
Member of the Advisory Committee, Fall 2021 – Present
 Advising an architecture curriculum that impacts three high schools in South Carolina (Woodru� High School,  
 Byrnes High School and Dorman High School). 

PRIOR EXPERIENCE  
Acconci Studio, July 2009 - August 2009, Designer
Ted Krueger, November 2008 - August 2009, Research Collaborator
Experimental Media and Performing Arts Center, May 2008 - October2008, Curator / Designer
Gage Clemenceau Architects, March 2008, Facade Researcher
Acconci Studio, May 2007 - August 2007, Intern Designer
Carlos Zapata Studio, May 2006 - August 2006, Intern

GUEST CRITIC
University of Pennsylvania
The Bartlett, University College of London
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Georgia Institute of Technology
Carnegie Mellon University
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
University of Oregon
Texas A&M University
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Savannah College of Art and Design
Kennesaw State University
Tuskegee University
Clemson University 
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Willa Granger, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Architectural History 

Florida Atlantic University, School of Architecture  
wgranger@fau.edu 

914-584-7895 
 
EDUCATION 
2017-2021 The University of Texas at Austin, Ph.D. in Architectural History 
2015-2017 The University of Texas at Austin, MA in Architectural History 
2009-2013 The University of Pennsylvania, BA in Urban Studies 
 
COURSES TAUGHT (selected) 
2022-  Modern Architectural History & Theory II, Florida Atlantic University 
2022-  Architectural Research Methods, Florida Atlantic University 
2021 Constructing Age: Architecture from Childhood to Elderhood, UT Austin 
  
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (selected) 
2021 “Eldercare at the Margins: Keeping Up to Code at Philadelphia’s Stephen 

Smith Home, 1949-1966,” special edition to PMHB, “The Built Environment 
in Pennsylvania History” 145 no. 3 (Oct 2021): 305-338.  

2019 “’Order, Convenience, and Beauty:’ The Style, Space, and Multiple 
Narratives of San Felipe Courts,” in Buildings & Landscapes 26, no. 1 (Spring 
2019): 32-47. 

 
INVITED GUEST LECTURES (selected) 
2023 [Forthcoming] Dimitra Symposium, Toronto Metropolitan University and 

the University of Buffalo 
2022 “Constructing Old Age” as part of the Harvard Mellon Urban Initiative  
2021 “Environment is Everything: Embodied Knowledge, Participatory Praxis, 

and the Ethics of Long-Term Care Design” as part of the Edmond J. Safra 
Center for Ethics Fellows Seminar  

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE (selected) 
2022- Florida Atlantic University, School of Architecture representative to the 

Faculty Assembly, College of Arts & Letters 
2022- Florida Atlantic University, School of Architecture, faculty hiring committee 
2022-  Florida Atlantic University, School of Architecture, Library Committee 

Representative  
2020 Student Representative, UT Austin School of Architecture Faculty Search 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (selected) 
2022-2025 Board Member at the Vernacular Architecture Forum  
2022 USA Regional Liaison for the Epidemic Urbanism Initiative 
2022 Member of the Publications Award Committee, SESAH 
2021-2022 Member of the Papers Committee for the Vernacular Architecture Forum’s 

2022 conference, Landscapes of San Antonio and Central Texas 
 
HONORS & AWARDS (selected) 
2021-2022  The Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics at Harvard University 
 Fellow-in-Residence  
2021 Recipient of the Scott Opler Graduate Student Fellowship, Society of 

Architectural Historians 
2020-2021 Citation of Special Recognition, Carter Manny Award, Graham Foundation  
2020 Senate of College Councils Powers Endowed Scholarship for Service, the 

University of Texas at Austin 
2020 The Southeastern Society of Architectural Historians Graduate Research 

Fellowship 
2019 Vernacular Architecture Forum Orlando V. Ridout Fellowship for fieldwork. 
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Diego Camargo   
dcamargo@fau.edu 
 
Courses Taught:  
 

- ARC 3320 Architectural Design 5 
- ARC 3321 Architectural Design 6 
- ARC 4322 Vertical Studio 
- ARC 4326 Architectural Design 7 
- ARC 4327 Architectural Design 8 
- ARC 5328 Advanced Architectural Design 1 
- ARC 5352 Comprehensive Design Project  
- ARC 2461 Materials and Methods 

 
Educational Credentials: (In descending order) 
 

- Master of Science in Advanced Architectural Design, Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalunya 
(IAAC), Barcelona, Spain, 2008 

- Bachelor of Architecture, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL. 2001 
 
Teaching and Administrative Experience: (In descending order) 
 

- Instructor & Fabrication Laboratory Coordinator, Florida Atlantic University School of Architecture, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL, 2022-Present 

- Adjunct Instructor, Florida Atlantic University School of Architecture, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 2008-2022 
- Adjunct Instructor, Florida International University School of Architecture, Miami, FL, 2015 
- Instructor and Workshop Development, Live Architecture Network (LaN); Boulder, CO; Miami, FL; 

Toronto, Canada, 2011-2012 
 
Professional Experience: (In descending order) 
 

- Design and Project Management Consultant, Miami, Florida, 2009-2022 
- Mateu Architecture, Miami, FL, 2008-2009 
- Rizo, Carreno & Partners, Coral Gables, FL, 2004-2006 
- Glavovic Studio, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 2002-2004 
- Rodriguez & Quiroga Chartered Architects, Coral Gables, FL, 2001-2002 
- Singer Architects, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 2000-2001 

 
Service Activities (Abbreviated) 
 

- FAU College of Arts and Letters, Non-Tenure Track Committee, 2022 
- FAU School of Architecture, Alumni Relations Committee, 2022 
- Invited Juror, Dessau Institute of Architecture, 2009 
- Invited Juror, Florida international University, 2009-2021 
- IAAC, Weekend Architectural Series Tutor Assistant, 2007 
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