Syllabus for

Journalism 4308
Feature and Freelance Writing

Fall 2015
Professor: Frank Cerabino

Phone: 561-213-9233

Email: fcerabin@fau.edu
Class Schedule:  Wednesdays, 7:10 p.m. to 10 p.m.

                             General Classrooms South, Room 107, Boca Raton campus
Course objectives:  This is a journalism course designed to give students a foundation in the essentials of feature writing beyond the basic News and News Reporting class. Students will develop their own writing through assignments designed to stress elements of good feature writing. The class will read and evaluate notable published feature stories that showcase the craft of feature writing. We will also, from time to time, discuss those pieces with the authors based on their availability during class time. The course will focus on the study of various writing styles and techniques with the intent of expanding the horizons of students regarding their own writing. As part of the course, students will have a chance to explore their individual topics of interest as fodder for their feature stories. A part of the course will be devoted to developing stories into marketable pieces that can be pitched to online or print enterprises on a freelance basis.
Credit hours: 3

Required texts:  The Fiddler in the Subway, by Gene Weingarten

Recommended texts: Literary Journalism, edited by Norman Sims and Mark Kramer

                                    Telling True Stories, edited by Mark Kramer and Wendy Call

                                    The New Yorker magazine
                                    This Land, the weekly New York Times stories by Dan Barry

Office hours: Wednesdays from 5 to 7 p.m. Appointment needed. At CU-97, Classroom 206 or at alternate location to be determined by the student and professor.

Projects:  There will be two long pieces due during the course of the semester. Each piece will be a fully developed feature story that will involve multiple interviews and research that may involve public records review. The first of these pieces will be due on October 7th, and the second piece will be due at the end of the semester. These assignments will the centerpieces of your achievement in this course.
Weekly take-home writing assignments: There will be at least one take-home writing assignment every week. These pieces will touch on various types of feature writing and make up a significant part of your grade.

Extra Credit:  Students will be encouraged to submit their best work for off-campus publication. Students who are successful will be given extra credit for this course.

Missing class:  Don’t. Because we meet only one time a week, class attendance is vital to your success in this course. If you do have a compelling reason to miss class, you must let the professor know before class why you won’t be there. And it is up to the professor as to whether or not your absence will be excused. Two unexcused absences during the semester will result in a forfeit all class participation points.

Submitting your work: Take-home assignments must be typed (with your name on the first page) and submitted by the beginning of the class. You may not use our class time to finish your homework due at the beginning of the session. And even if you have a valid reason for missing class, you still must submit the work due that week on time. Journalism is a deadline business, and in that spirit, your work will not be accepted if it is late. This also includes the “I got my work done, but the printer wasn’t working; so is it OK if I email it to you when I get home?” excuse. 

Grading:  Your final grade will be weighted as follows:

Weekly writing assignments     …….   55 percent

Two class projects                     …….  40 percent

Class participation                     …….    5 percent

FAU Code of Academic Integrity:
Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Please see the linked page for more information:

http://www.fau.edu/ctl/AcademicIntegrity.php
FAU Disability Policy:
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585), or at the Treasure Coast - CO 128 (772-873-3305), and follow all OSD procedures.
Woody Allen quote:  “Eighty percent of life is just showing up.” 
Course Topical Outline:
Week 1 (Aug. 19)  -- Introduction to course; Developing sensory skills of observation; First person narrative. 
Week 2 (Aug. 26) – Listening to and discussing student stories in class. Deconstructing story structure. Introduce Project No. 1
Week 3 (Sep. 2) – Discuss Weingarten’s Great Zucchini story.  
Week 4 (Sep. 9) – Developing scene writing. Select subject for Project No. 1
Week 5 (Sep. 16) – The writing of Lane DeGregory. 
Week 6 (Sep. 23) – Weingarten’s Tears for Audrey story. A talk with the writer. 
Week 7 (Sep. 30) – Living Room Theater feature
Week 8 (Oct. 7) -- Project No. 1 due. Workshop Living Room Theater piece. Introduce Night Owls piece.
Week 9 (Oct. 14 –Weingarten’s If You Go Chasing Rabbits. Introduce Project No. 2
Week 10 (Oct. 21) – Class versions of Rabbits story. Night Owls story due. 
Week 11 (Oct. 28) –  Project No. 2 selected. Report Whole Foods story.
Week 12 (Nov. 4) – Freelance writing with New-Times or Coastal Star editor. Finish Whole Foods story. Introduce Bingo story
Week 13 (Nov. 11) – Train Jumping story, writing as part of a multimedia project.
Week 14 (Nov. 18) – Reporting for final project. Bingo story.
Week 15 (Nov. 25) – Finalize reporting on Project No. 2. The Lady Mary story with Amy Ellis Nutt.
Week 16 (Dec. 9) – Project No. 2 due.
