Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 

College for Design & Social Inquiry (CDSI) 

School of Criminology & Criminal Justice (SCCJ)

 Course Syllabus

Course:
Introduction to Forensic Science (CJE3674)


Instructor:  
John Smykla, Ph.D. 

Class Meets: 
7:10pm – 10:00pm  Monday


Room 270 / Building SO (Social Sciences)
Office:
SO210
Phone:

561-297-3240, text also

E-mail:

jsmykla@fau.edu
Office Hours: 
Appointments available as needed

Required Text:  Saferstein, R. (2013). Forensic science:  From the crime scene to the crime lab (2nd ed.).
Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall.

Course Catalog Description:
Prerequisites  or Co-Requisites:  N/A

Course Description: Forensic Science is the application of scientific disciplines and principles to the legal system, particularly the litigation in court of contested factual disputes. Examines the distinct fields of education and study that collectively comprise the forensic sciences. These fields include among others forensic psychiatry and psychology, forensic anthropology, forensic pathology, forensic toxicology, serology and DNA typing, questioned documents, crime scene investigation, forensic engineering, fingerprint evidence, polygraph and other investigative devices, and forensic chemistry including drug analysis. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, the student will

 be able to:

1. Define the disciplines that are within the Forensic Sciences.

2. Determine what types of evidence are appropriate for analysis and what questions can be answered.

3. Follow the evidence from the scene of crime, through the laboratory and into the court system.

4. Understand the basic scientific principles and methodologies employed in forensic analysis.

Software and technology skills expected or strategies for success in this course:  This course has an eLearning component.  Please use the resources available there.  Read the chapter and print out the notes before coming to class.  Attend class and be on time.

Class Projects and Assignments:  There will be a graded assignment in each class meeting, 8 quizes and 4 exams.  A take home internet assignment and a classroom presentation will also be included.


In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA), students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) – in Boca Raton, SU-133, 561-297-3380; In Davie, (MOD1) 954-236-1222; In Jupiter SR 117, 561-799-8585, or at the Treasure Coast, CO 128, 772-872-3305, and follow all OSD procedures.

Attendance  Policy:  Attendance is expected.  Role will be taken during every class.  If you must miss a class, please let me know ahead of time.

Classroom Behavior:  You are expected to be on time.  Turn your cell phone off before coming into class.  We will take a break each night.  You can check your phones during that time if needed.  Laptops are allowed during lectures.  No electronic devices can be used on exams.
Grading/Evaluation: Four exams will be given during the course.  The exams will be a combination of true/false, multiple choice and short answer/essay questions.  Other graded assignments include an internet worksheet, weekly quizes and  a classroom presentation.  No make-ups are available for the quizes.  An excused absence that class will not count against your quiz total. 

Final grades will be based on a combination of quizes (110 possible points), exams (400 possible points), internet assignment (100 possible points) and presentation (100 possible points).  Your total points will then be divided by 700 to calculate your final average.  I do not round up on the final average.
Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

93 or better:  
A



77 to 79: 
C+

90 to 92:
A-



73 to 76: 
C

87 to 89:
B+



70 to 72:  
C-

83 to 86:
B



60 to 69:
D

80 to 82:
B-



59 or less:
F


FINAL NOTES:
1)  In order to enhance and maintain a productive atmosphere for education, personal communication devices such as pagers, beepers, and cellular telephones are to be disabled in class sessions. Please make sure to follow this policy, especially during exams.
2)  No make‑up exams will be permitted unless you contact me PRIOR TO THE EXAM.  My office phone number is listed on the syllabus, so there is very rarely a situation where a student should not be able to reach me prior to the exam and (minimally) leave a message. Missed exams, without a University approved absence, will result in a zero score for that exam.  

3) ALL EXAMS ARE THE PROPERTY OF DR. SMYKLA.

4)
Code of Academic Integrity policy statement:  Students at FAU are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards.  Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other.   Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility.  Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty.  For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations at:  

http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf .
Calendar of Events for Spring Term
Jan 6
(Mon.)

Introduction





Chapter 1



Securing & Searching



Chapter 2

Jan 13 (Mon.)
Recording the Crime Scene


Chapter 3


Collection of Evidence



Chapter 4


    


Physical Evidence




Chapter 5

Jan 20 (Mon.)
Death Investigation



Chapter 6


Crime Scene Reconstruction


Chapter 7 

Jan 27 (Mon.)
Presentations


Exam 1

Feb 3
(Mon.)

Fingerprints





Chapter 8



Presentations


 

Feb 10 (Mon.)
Firearms, Toolmarks & Other Impressions
Chapter 9



Bloodstain Pattern Analysis


Chapter 10

Feb 24 (Mon.)
Presentations

Exam 2





Mar 3
 (Mon.)
Drugs






Chapter 11

Mar 17 (Mon.)
Forensic Toxicology



Chapter 12




Presentations

Mar 31 (Mon.)
Trace Evidence I:  Hairs & Fibers

Chapter 13




Trace Evidence II:  Paint, Glass & Soil

Chapter 14




Presentations

Apr 7
(Mon.)

Presentations

Exam 3

Apr 14 (Mon.)
DNA






Chapter 15
Apr 21 (Mon.)
Forensic Aspects of Fire  & Explosions 
Chapter 16





Questioned Documents



Chapter 17

Apr 28 (Mon.)
Presentations

Exam 4


· This schedule is subject to change without notice.

· The last day to Withdraw from a course at FAU is now during the 13th week of the class.
STUDENT SUCCESS STATEMENT

Dear students:

If you do not miss class, take good notes when you are here, read the assignments, do not use someone else’s notes (especially from a previous class), and study the material thoroughly, you should succeed. If you are having problems understanding lectures, reading assignments, or having difficulty with exams, please see me during my office hours or schedule an appointment to meet with me for another time. Now, Research Methods is a little different type of a course, and it will take a while for much of the first half of the course material to come together; however, if you do all of the above, you should succeed in the class.   It is imperative that you contact me early in the term if you are having problems. Do not wait until the end of the term to seek assistance.

If you need individualized help or tutoring in reading, writing, taking notes, or other academic issues, please see one of the help centers listed below: 

UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN WRITING

http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/WC/
LEARNING COMMUNITY

http://www.fau.edu/class/LearningCommunity/
TUTORING, STUDY HELP, & ACADEMIC SUPPORT

http://www.fau.edu/ctl/TutoringStudyHelpAndAcademicSupportStudentResources.php
CENTER FOR LEARNING AND STUDENT SUCCESS

http://www.fau.edu/CLASS/
CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER

http://www.fau.edu/cdc/
STUDENT INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP

http://www.fau.edu/sil/
If you are having personal problems and need guidance or help, please contact one of the centers listed below: 

OFFICE OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS

http://www.fau.edu/wellness/index.php
http://www.fau.edu/wellness/staff.php
COUNSELING CENTER

http://www.fau.edu/counseling/
STUDENT INTERVENTION TEAM

http://www.fau.edu/studentsindistress/index.php
http://www.fau.edu/studentsindistress/aboutus.php
http://www.fau.edu/studentsindistress/SITrole.php
STUDENT CRISIS AWARENESS COMMITTEE

http://www.fau.edu/studentsindistress/SCACROLE.php
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