FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

Department of Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature 

Spring 2016
LIN 4326 – Phonetics and Phonology
Section 001 / CRN 29551
3 credit hours

MWF 10:00AM-10:50AM
AL 338
Professor:
Viktor Kharlamov
Office:

CU 280
E-mail:
vkharlamov@fau.edu
Telephone:
561-297-4676
Office Hours:
Mondays, 1:00pm – 3:00pm & by appointment
Textbook & materials:
Textbook (required): Introducing phonetics and phonology (3rd edition). 2010. M. Davenport & S.J. Hannahs. London, UK: Hodder Education. ISBN: 978-1-444-10988-7. 

All other materials (lecture notes, handouts, etc.) will be posted on Blackboard.

FAU Course Catalog Description:

Phonetics and Phonology (LIN 4326) 3 credits. Prerequisite: LIN 3010 or permission of instructor. Introduction to the physical properties of speech sounds and the patterning of sounds in  the world’s languages. Training in phonetic transcription and instrumental analysis of speech. Hypothesis-testing in formal phonological theories.
Course description:

In this course, we will learn about the production and perception of sounds during speech (phonetics) and the patterning of sounds in the world’s languages (phonology). We will examine how speech sounds are articulated and transmitted through the air, how sounds are measured and transcribed, which types of sounds are found in different languages, how neighboring sounds affect each other during speech, and how the patterns in sound distribution are described within formal phonological frameworks.
Course goals:

The goals of the course include:

· learning about the movements and configurations of the vocal tract that are used to produce sounds in the world’s languages;

· learning to describe speech sounds in articulatory terms and to transcribe them using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA);
· finding out how to identify speech sounds in waveforms and spectrograms;

· learning to investigate acoustic properties of speech sounds;

· learning to identify and analyze patterns in the sound systems of the world’s languages.
Course organization:
This course meets for 16 weeks (including finals week). Each week, we will read and discuss a new chapter (or chapters) from the required textbook and work with data. There will also be 4 homework assignments that will need to be completed outside of class time in various formats (see the ‘Homework’ section below) and 4 written tests that will be conducted directly in class (see the ‘Exams’ section below). There will be no written final exam in this course. All readings will need to be done prior to coming to class on the day they are assigned.
Homework:
There will be 4 homework assignments during the semester. They will need to be completed outside of class time and submitted in class on or before their due date (homework will be collected at the beginning of class; see the Calendar for tentative dates). Homeworks and instructions for completing them will be posted on Blackboard one week before they are due. Only the top 3 (out of 4) homework scores will be used when calculating the final grade (i.e., the lowest homework score will be dropped). Submission deadlines are firm – no credit will be given for homework submitted after the deadline. Technology failures (e.g., internet outages) are not a valid excuse for not submitting homeworks, and there will be no extensions granted. 

Exams:
There will be 4 written in-class tests during the semester (see the Calendar for tentative dates). They will be composed of a variety of exercises (multiple choice questions, true/false questions, short answers, etc.) and will cover the content of the current week as well as the preceding weeks. Only the top 3 (out of 4) test scores will be used when calculating the final grade (i.e., the lowest test score will be dropped). Missed tests cannot be made up. 
Attendance & participation:

You are expected to come to class on time having read the required sections of each chapter (as announced in class), and to participate in all in-class discussions and activities. Attendance will be recorded at the beginning of class. You are responsible for signing in as proof of attendance. If you miss class, you will be responsible for contacting your classmates to obtain any missed information.
Three absences will be permitted for this class to cover illness, weddings, funerals, job interviews, car trouble, and similar reasons beyond the student’s control. Additional absences will be authorized only for university-approved reasons, in accordance with university policy. Unauthorized absences, late arrivals and/or failure to participate in in-class activities will each result in a 1% deduction off the final grade. 

FAU’s Handbook of Academic Policies and Regulations says the following regarding class attendance: 

Attendance
Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with individual cases of non-attendance. Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations or participation in University-approved activities. Examples of University-approved reasons for absences include participating on an athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances and debate activities. It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absence and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence.

Attendance on First Day of Class

Students are required to attend the first day of class for any course in which they are registered. If a student misses the first day of class for any reason, the student may be administratively withdrawn from the course.
Grading distribution:
The final course grade will be calculated as follows:

Homeworks:


45%
(4 homeworks total; lowest score dropped)
In-class tests:


45% 
(4 tests total; lowest score dropped)

Attendance & participation:
10% 
 

Since the lowest quiz score and the lowest test score will be dropped, there will be no extra credit assignments in this course.
Grading scale:
Homework/test scores and attendance & participation credit will be calculated as percentages. There will be no rounding of grades beyond the automatic rounding done by Blackboard (to 2 decimal places). At the end of the semester, the overall percentage score will be converted into a letter grade as follows:

	A
94.0-100%
A-
90.0-93.99%

B+
87.99-89.99%

B
83.39-87.89%
	B-
80.0-83.29%

C+
75.0-79.99%

C
73.0-74.99%

C-
70.0-72.99 %
	D +
65.0-69.99%
D
63.0-64.99%

D-
60.0-62.99% 

F
0%-59.99%


NOTE:
This syllabus, including the Calendar, is a guide for the course and is subject to change. All changes will be announced and discussed in class and posted on Blackboard. The syllabus should not be considered a substitute for attending class or for any information that is provided to you by your instructor. Please check Blackboard regularly for announcements and use it for assignments as indicated. Please keep in mind that you are responsible for having the required materials for class, for checking the syllabus for assignments, and for completing and submitting on time all assignments indicated for that week.

Calendar
	DATEs
	Topics
	chapterS
	Homework ASSIGNMENTs

	Week 1

	Jan 5
Jan 7
Jan 9
	Introduction. Phonetics vs. phonology. Typology of speech sounds.
	CH 1,2
	

	Week 2

	Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 16 
	Consonants - I.
	CH 3
	

	Week 3

	Jan 19
	M.L. King Jr. Holiday - No class


	Jan 21
Jan 23
	Consonants - II.
IN-CLASS TEST #1
	CH 3

	

	Week 4

	Jan 26
Jan 28
	Vowels - I.
	CH 4
	

	Jan 30
	 

	Week 5

	Feb 2
Feb 4
Feb 6
	Vowels - II.

	CH 4 


	Homework #1: due Friday, Feb 6 (at the beginning of class)

	Week 6

	Feb 9
Feb 11
Feb 13
	Acoustic phonetics - I.
IN-CLASS TEST #2
	CH 5
	


	Week 7

	Feb 16
Feb 18
	Acoustic phonetics - II.
Suprasegmentals.
	CH 5,6
	

	Feb 20
	


	Week 8

	Feb 23
Feb 25
Feb 27
	Phonological features.

	CH 7


	Homework #2: due Friday, Feb 27 (at the beginning of class)

	Week 9 

	Mar 2

Mar 4

Mar 6
	Spring Break - No class
	
	

	Week 10

	Mar 9
Mar 11
Mar 13
	Phonological analysis - I.

	CH 8
	

	Week 11

	Mar 16
Mar 18
	Phonological analysis - II.

	CH 9
	Homework #3: due Friday, Mar 20 (at the beginning of class)

	Mar 20
	

	Week 12

	Mar 23
Mar 25
Mar 27


	Feature geometry. 
Underspecification. 
IN-CLASS TEST #3
	CH 10

	

	Week 13

	Mar 30
Apr 1
Apr 3
	Phonological rules: interaction, ordering, economy & plausibility.

	CH 11


	

	Week 14

	Apr 6
Apr 8
Apr 10
	Optimality theory - I.

	CH 12
	Homework #4: due Friday, Apr 10 (at the beginning of class)

	Week 15

	Apr 13

Apr 15

Apr 17
	Optimality theory - II.
	CH 13


	

	Week 16

	Apr 20         IN-CLASS TEST #4 
Week 17

	Apr 27         Discussion of Test #4;

(9:00am-     General & personalized feedback.

9:50am)                  



	IMPORTANT 

DATES:
	Jan 9  – Last day to drop/add courses without consequences

Jan 12  – Last day to pay tuition

Jan 17  – End of grace period (no ‘W’ for dropped courses)

Feb 2  – Last day to withdraw (with 25% tuition adjustment)

Feb 27   – Last day to drop/withdraw (without an ‘F’)


To find/verify important dates, consult the FAU academic calendar: http://www.fau.edu/registrar/registration/calendar.php
Email policy:
FAU’s primary source for correspondence with students is through the student’s FAU email. Messages sent by the University may include time-sensitive information regarding student accounts, announcements, and class information. Students are responsible for checking their FAU email on a regular basis and should clean out their email boxes diligently to ensure all mail is delivered. FAU email should never be auto-forwarded to another email account. To access MyFAU and FAU email, visit http://myfau.fau.edu/. For issues with logging into MyFAU, contact the OIT Help desk at http://www.fau.edu/oit/ or 561-297-3999.

When emailing your instructors, please use your FAU account. Messages sent from a personal e-mail account may be classified as junk mail, and therefore may result in no response or a delayed response. Always sign your name and state which course you are enrolled in. Allow at least 24 hours for a response (48 hours on weekends).
Disability policy:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD; http://osd.fau.edu/) – in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, LA 203 (954-236-1222); or in Jupiter, SR 117 (561-799-8585) – and follow all OSD procedures. Please contact OSD for more information and please bring a letter to your instructor from the OSD indicating that you need academic accommodations no later than the second week of classes. 

FAU Code of Academic Integrity: 
FAU students are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see
http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf
