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Course Description

Honors Interpretation of Fiction is a writing intensive seminar designed in fulfillment of the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College Literature Core and Writing across the Curriculum requirements.  It is open to all students and is intended primarily for non-literature concentrators and students considering a concentration in literature.  Through critical reading, class discussion, and analytical writing, students will develop strategies for understanding and appreciating literature in terms of historical, cultural, and generic contexts and in terms of major themes and aesthetic strategies.  Through a planned sequence of intensive reading assignments, written assignments, classroom workshops, and individual conferences, students will develop the critical vocabulary to discuss literature, they will begin to enter into dialogue with critics in the field of literary studies, and they will develop their own critical perspectives on literature.

In addition to these important goals, students will be exposed to major writers from a range of literary movements and a variety of national literary traditions.  These authors include Sherman Alexie, Sherwod Anderson, Ambrose Bierce, Joseph Conrad, Kate Chopin, Stephen Crane, William Faulkner, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ernest Hemingway, James Joyce, Jhumpa Lahiri, Flannery O’Connor, Edgar Allan Poe, David Foster Wallace, and Richard Wright.

Course Learning Objectives
The goals of this course are to introduce students to the discipline of literary studies and to develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills through a series of intensive readings, written assignments, classroom workshops, and individual conferences.

Course Prerequisites

This course has no prerequisites.  It is designed for non-concentrators in fulfillment of the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College Literature Core and Writing across the Curriculum requirements.

Writing across the Curriculum

Courses approved for the Writing across the Curriculum program feature carefully designed writing sequences.  These writing intensive courses are designed to help students develop critical thinking and writing skills that are important for success in a variety of academic disciplines and post-graduate professions.  This course meets the Writing across the Curriculum criteria of Florida Atlantic University and it is designed to count toward your total Writing across the Curriculum requirements at the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College.  You must earn a grade of C or higher to receive credit for this course.  Students who earn a grade of C- will not receive Writing across the Curriculum credit for this course.

Note: Any Writing across the Curriculum course may be subject to Florida Atlantic University’s Writing across the Curriculum assessment.  Per Writing across the Curriculum requirements: “If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.”  For more on the Writing across the Curriculum’s ongoing assessment process, please refer to http://www.fau.edu/WAC/assessment/index.php.

Note of Honors Distinction:  This course differs substantially from the non-Honors version.   First, the writing component of the course will be much more demanding, and will prepare students for upper-division college writing and for work on the Honors Thesis.  Students will be exposed to vocabulary of a specifically theoretical nature, and will be expected to comprehend these new concepts and to deploy these new terms in their own critical thinking and writing.  In addition, we will begin professionalizing our own readings and analyses of these texts.  Students will be expected to familiarize themselves with the history and the ongoing critical and scholarly conversation about these works, and will give in-class presentations about critical history and about the living scholars in the field as it now stands.  Students will also engage with the theoretical tools used by today’s reading community to study literature.  Most importantly, this course will reflect the interdisciplinary nature of Honors education and will inculcate critical attitudes and skills that will teach you how to learn for yourself.

Required Texts
Charters, Ann, Ed.  The Story and its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction.  Compact Eighth Edition.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011.

Assignment Descriptions and Grading Distribution

All written assignments are graded holistically in terms of creativity of thought, clarity of argument, textual support, logical organization, and basic mechanics.

1. Attendance, weekly preparation, and class discussion: 10% (100 possible points)

You are required to attend each class session.  You should complete all assigned reading in advance of each meeting (note: graded pop quizzes and essays will be given and your scores on these tests will be applied to your class participation grade).  Students are expected to read all assignments carefully and to offer substantial contributions to class discussion.  Students are expected to engage each other in a respectful manner that is appropriate to a classroom environment.

2. Close Reading Assignment 1: 5% (50 possible points)

This 2 page assignment requires you to analyze a passage selected by your professor in order to advance claims that present your interpretation of the selected passage from Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness.”

3. Close Reading Assignment 2: 5% (50 possible points)

This 2 page assignment requires you to analyze a passage selected by your professor in order to advance claims that present your interpretation of the selected passage from Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness.”

4. Formal Analysis Essay and Required Workshop: 10% (100 possible points)

This 4 page assignment asks you to use critical reading skills, analytical writing, and appropriate vocabulary to construct your own argument analyzing a formal or thematic element of Joseph Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness.”  You are required to complete a finished and polished 4 page analysis.  This essay must be a completed essay.  Do not treat this as an incomplete draft.  You will be required to submit a complete version of this essay to Blackboard before class.  You must bring two physical copies of this assignment to class for the required peer workshop.  Failure to upload your assignment to Blackboard before class or to attend this mandatory workshop with a complete final version of your paper will result in your automatic dismissal from this class meeting as well as a score of 0 on this assignment.

5. Formal Analysis Essay Revision: 10% (100 possible points)

This assignment requires you to revise your original formal analysis essay based on peer workshop feedback, written comments from your professor, and consultation with your professor.  If you do not complete the required draft and workshop (above), you will receive a score of 0 on the assigned revision.

6. Source Analysis 1: 5% (50 possible points)

This 1 page assignment requires you to analyze the argument and rhetorical strategies of Dorothy Tuck McFarland’s essay “On ‘Good Country People.’”  Your source analysis must conclude with a brief discussion of your own views relative to McFarland’s.

7. Source Analysis 2: 5% (50 possible points)

This 1 page assignment requires you to follow the above instructions (Source Analysis 1) in analyzing a critical argument on Flannery O’Connor’s “Good Country People.”  You must find this source on your own through the MLA International Bibliography.

8. Critical Essay Introduction Workshop: 5% (50 possible points)

This 1 page assignment requires you to write the introduction to an analytical essay that places your own argument about Flannery O’Connor’s “Good Country People” in dialogue with critics in the field.  You will be required to submit a complete version of this one page introduction to Blackboard before class.  You must bring two physical copies of this assignment to class for the required peer workshop.  Failure to upload your assignment to Blackboard before class or to attend this mandatory workshop with physical copies of this assignment will result in your automatic dismissal from this class meeting as well as a score of 0 on the assignment.

9. Critical Essay: 15% (150 possible points)

This 5-6 page assignment requires you to begin a critical dialogue by incorporating at least two academic sources (critical essays that make arguments) that discuss Flannery O’Connor’s “Good Country People” into your own original argument.  Your sources must be relevant, appropriately used, and properly cited.  

10. Literature Terms Examination: 10% (100 possible points)

This in class examination tests your knowledge of relevant vocabulary (formal techniques, genres, etc.).  This examination tests your knowledge of terminology included in Appendix Two (“The Elements of Fiction”) and Appendix Six (“Glossary of Literary Terms”) of The Story and its Writer as well as any additional terms introduced in class lectures and discussions.

11. Midterm Examination: 10% (100 possible points)

This in class midterm examination will include passages for identification and analysis (author, full work title, speaker, significance of the passage to the work as a whole).  To preserve the integrity of the examination it cannot be rescheduled.  Failure to attend the midterm examination will result in a score of 0.

12. Final Examination: 10% (100 possible points)

This final examination will include passages for identification and analysis (see above) selected from texts read throughout the semester as well as a timed essay on a broad conceptual or thematic issue related to the course.  To preserve the integrity of the examination, it cannot be rescheduled.  Failure to attend the final examination will result in a score of 0.

Course Policies
Attendance
Course attendance is mandatory.  Any student that misses five classes will automatically fail the course.

Assignment Format
All written assignments must be typed and double spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins.  Any work that fails to meet these format criteria will not be accepted and will automatically receive a score of 0.

Blackboard SafeAssign
As part of this course you will be required to submit all written assignments through the SafeAssign feature of Blackboard, a program that submits your work for textual similarity review to an online reference database.  Hard copies and e-mail attachments of work will not be accepted.  For more on SafeAssign please refer to http://www.fau.edu/irm/blackboard/safeassign.php.

Extensions
Paper deadline extensions may be granted, provided that requests are made in writing (via e-mail) at least 24 hours in advance of the assignment due date.  You may receive up to 24 hours extension for each 24 hours in advance that you ask (two days in advance yields a 48 hour extension, etc.).  You will not be eligible to receive a maximum extension greater than one week.  Extension requests made less than 24 hours in advance will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.

Please note: extensions may be granted.  You are not guaranteed extensions so be sure to limit your requests and plan your assignments well in advance.  No written work will be accepted during exam week.  Do not request an extension for a date later than the final course meeting.  Any work submitted after that time will automatically receive a score of 0.

Late Work

Because a generous extension policy is in place for this course, I will not accept late work.  Blackboard SafeAssignments will be programmed to become unavailable three hours after the assignment due dates above.  If your assignment has not been submitted through SafeAssign by that time (and you have not requested an extension on your paper) you will automatically receive a score of 0 on the assignment.  You will not be allowed to make up missing or incomplete assignments. 

Incomplete Work

All assignments submitted for credit must meet minimum assignment requirements outlined above or elaborated in the SafeAssignments posted to Blackboard.  Failure to meet these minimum assignment requirements will result in a score of 0.

Course incompletes will only be granted in exceptional circumstances.

Makeup Exams
To preserve the integrity of examinations, no makeup examinations will be allowed.  Failure to attend an examination on its assigned date will result in a score of 0.

Academic Integrity, The Honor Code, and Plagiarism

Because you and I have all signed a pledge to uphold the Honor Code and because plagiarism is the most significant academic offense in any community of scholars, plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Per university guidelines, “Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards.  Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the university mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other.  Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the university community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility.  Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty.  For more information, see University Regulation 4.001.”

All work submitted for credit in this course must be wholly your own and you will be expected to use print or electronic sources responsibly and appropriately.  For more on the Honor Code including penalties for plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty (including automatic assignment and/or course failure) please refer to http://www.fau.edu/divdept/honcol/academics_honor_code.htm.  Florida Atlantic University and the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College treat plagiarism seriously.  Please consult me if you are uncertain about the appropriate use and proper citation of sources or about any other aspect of your work in this course.

From the Office for Students with Disabilities

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations to properly execute coursework due to a disability must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in SR 117 (561-799-8585) of the Jupiter campus or in SU 133 (561-297-388) of the main university campus in Boca.
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Schedule
Unit One: Developing Critical Vocabulary

Week One
Monday 1/9/12

Introduction



Kate Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” [1894] (203-204)
Wednesday 1/11/12
Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown” [1835] (356-366)



Appendix Two, “The Elements of Fiction” (1082-1097)

Week Two
Monday 1/16/12
University Holiday: No Class
Wednesday 1/18/12
Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” [1843] (727-731)



“The Cask of Amontillado” [1846] (721-727)



“The Importance of the Single Effect in a Prose Tale” [1842] (978-981)

Week Three
Monday 1/23/12
Ambrose Bierce, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” [1891] (103-110)



Appendix Six, “Glossary of Literary Terms” (140-149)
Wednesday 1/25/12
Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat” [1897] (270-288)



“The Sinking of the Commodore” [1897] (922-925)

Week Four

Monday 1/30/12
Literature Terms Examination



Appendix Six, “Glossary of Literary Terms” (140-149)

Wednesday 2/2/12
Joseph Conrad, “Heart of Darkness” [1899] (Part I, 208-231)

Unit Two: Writing About Fiction

Week Five
Monday 2/6/12
Joseph Conrad, “Heart of Darkness” (Part II, 231-250)

Close Reading 1 Due before class via Blackboard SafeAssign
Wednesday 2/8/12
Joseph Conrad, “Heart of Darkness” (Part III, 250-269)

Week Six
Monday 2/13/12
Close Reading 2 Due before class via Blackboard SafeAssign
Wednesday 2/15/12
In Class Writing Day
Week Seven
Monday 2/20/12
Formal Analysis Due for Class Workshop

Wednesday 2/22/12
Chinua Achebe, “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’”

[1974] (893-898)

Week Eight
Monday 2/27/12
James Joyce, “Araby” [1914] (429-434)
Wednesday 2/29/11
Midterm Examination

Week Nine
Spring Break: No Class

Unit Three: Critical Perspectives

Week Ten
Monday 3/12/12
James Joyce, “The Dead” [1914] (434-463)
Wednesday 3/14/12
James Joyce, “The Dead”


Week Eleven
Monday 3/19/12
James Joyce, “The Dead”
Wednesday 3/21/12
Sherwood Anderson, “Hands” [1919]

“Form, Not Plot, in the Short Story” [1924] (901-903)

Appendix Five, “Literary Theory and Critical Perspectives” (1133-1139)

Formal Analysis Revision Due at 5 PM via Blackboard SafeAssign

Week Twelve
Monday 3/26/12
Ernest Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants” [1927] (367-371)
Wednesday 3/28/12
William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” [1931] (313-320)

Week Thirteen
Monday 4/2/12
Flannery O’Connor, “Good Country People” [1955] (650, 662-676)

Dorothy Tuck McFarland, “On ‘Good Country People’” [1976] (1052-1055)

Source Analysis 1 Due before class via Blackboard SafeAssign
Wednesday 4/4/12
Flannery O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” [1955] (676-687)

Unit Four: Developing Your Voice
Week Fourteen
Monday 4/9/12
Source Analysis 2 Due before class via Blackboard SafeAssign
Wednesday 4/11/12
Richard Wright, “The Man Who Was Almost a Man” [1961] (877-887)
Week Fifteen
Monday 4/16/12
Sherman Alexie, “The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven” [1993] (14-19)

Critical Dialogue Essay Introduction Workshop
Wednesday 4/18/12
Jhumpa Lahiri, “Interpreter of Maladies” [1999] (509-524)
Friday 4/20/12
Critical Dialogue Essay Due

Week Sixteen
Monday 4/23/12
Conclusion

David Foster Wallace, “Good People” [2007] (859-864)
Wednesday 4/25/12
Examination Review

Week Seventeen
Monday 4/30/12
Final Examination 7:45 AM-10:15 AM
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