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FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

Department of Languages, Linguistics, and Comparative Literature

Spring 2012
LIT 2100

Introduction to World Literature 
(3 credits)

This course fulfills the Intellectual Foundation’s Creative Expression requirement

MW 10-10:50 am   SO 300
F sessions (9 am, 10 am, and 11 am in SO 300)  

Dr. Gosser Esquilín

Office: CU 232G    
Office hours: MW 9-10 am +11-1 + other times by appt.   

Tel. 561-297-0612       
Email : gosser@fau.edu
Ms. Gabriela Almeida (TA)
       Office: GS 209B
                    Office hours: MW 11-12


Tel. 561-297-3860 (main office)   Email: galmeid3@fau.edu
[New Proposed] Catalog Description: A variable-topics course focusing on perennial aspects of the human experience through the comparative study of world literature. This is a General Education course.
Course Description: A variable topics course, Introduction to World Literature focuses on perennial aspects of human experience and brings together literature from widely diverse regions, including Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This is a General Education course. 
This semester our topic is travel. We will explore how writers in different times and places have been creating stories of great travelers: fabulous adventurers, dreamy wonderers/wanderers, and others whose journeys range from thrilling to terrifying—in strange lands peopled by monsters or eerie vales of delights, from ancient Greece and old Japan to modern Europe and the Caribbean.

How do writers describe men and women traveling through different countries and experiencing strange new things and people? Often, they discover their own identity by contrast with the lives, religions, languages, and customs of other tribes, regions, or nations, as they journey across large landscapes or tiny villages. Do they discover how their actions shape their perceptions? Do they learn respect for the differences of the new lands and the Others they meet?
Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes: 

At the completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Explain how the new perspectives gained through travel can affect one’s definition of local and global;
· Examine how diverse cultures, using different genres and languages, tell a similar human tale of traveling the world, and how such unlikely opposites as the spiritual quest and the raft-drifting at sea share generic traits and symbolic patterns of meaning;
· Differentiate how diverse historical and cultural contexts shape the creation and reception of literature;
· Reshape awareness of self versus world, and local versus global, through a text’s multiple viewpoints;
· Reflect on how writers from different cultures and time periods have used travel tales to explore their own local or national identity through comparison with other cultures.
Ordered books and items (FAU Bookstore):


Homer: The Odyssey

Voltaire: Candide

William Shakespeare: The Tempest



Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness

i>clicker (if you have one for another class that is fine)

Other texts: 
Available on BlackBoard (marked as such on the syllabus)

Recommended: MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: MLA, 2009.

Please consult the following site for MLA formatting and style guide: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

GRADES:
Participation and attendance in Friday sessions




10 %

Participation and attendance in lecture session (i>clicker)



20 %

Online discussions (10 out of 11—will select the 10 highest graded ones)

25 %

Midterm









15 %

Short close-reading of an assigned passage (2-3 pp.)




10 %

Final exam (Monday, April 30 7:45-10:15 am)




20 %

Grading Scale

	93-100
A 
	 90-92
A-
	 87-89
B+
	 83-86
B
	 80-82
B-
	 77-79
C+
	 73-76
C
	 70-72
C-
	 67-69
D+
	63-66
D
	 60- 62
D-
	0-59
F


Participation and attendance (both the lecture sessions as well as the discussion sessions): Our department observes a strict attendance policy. In order to meet the course goals and objectives, you must attend and actively participate in class. Participation is an important component of your final grade, and at each lecture session we will take attendance via the i>clicker. If you miss class, no participation points will be awarded for that day. There is NO make-up for participation, with the exception of the following, for which you will be awarded full participation for the day by providing proper documentation as soon as possible: 

	· University-recognized religious holy days*
	· Doctor’s visits

	· Jury duty and other court-related appearances

· Death in the family
	· Prior approved and properly documented University-sponsored activities that demand your presence


*For religious holy days, students must speak with us prior to missing class in order to receive participation points.  Notifications after the religious holy day will not be accepted.   

It is important to attend class for the entire period. Excessive absences (more than three without an excuse) or arriving late or leaving early and/or the resistance to participate in class will result in a lower grade. Students should come prepared and having read all the assigned texts. i>clicker quizzes cannot be made up. More than three un-excused absences will lower the course grade by one-half letter grade per additional absence.

Lecture Session Preparation: All assigned readings must be completed prior to arriving to the class session for which they are listed on the class schedule. Part of the questions in the lecture sessions (i>clicker) will be based on these readings.

Tardiness: Arriving late or leaving early at least three times will be counted as an absence. Remember that you cannot make up i>clicker answers if you are not present in class.

Discussion Session Attendance: It is also mandatory and the same absence and tardiness policies as for the lecture sessions apply. In these smaller, once-a-week sessions, there will be opportunity to ask questions related to the readings and the discussion board furthering students’ ability to discuss the works. In addition, relevant information regarding important issues related to writing, plagiarism, formatting, MLA style, among others will also be discussed and complement the information provided on this syllabus or in class. The discussion leader (Ms. Almeida) assigns this grade.

i>Clickers: You are required to purchase an i>clicker remote for in-class participation. i>clicker is a response system that allows you to respond to questions we pose during the lectures (MW); you will be graded on that feedback and/or participation. Each clicker has a unique serial number on the back of the remote. Place a piece of scotch tape over that bar code and ID to preserve it. In order to receive credit for your selections, you will need to register your i>clicker remote while in class. On Wednesday, January 18th, I will project a Registration screen with three (3) steps to follow (look for your last name, first name), which will alphabetically scroll down the screen. Once your remote is registered, your name will no longer appear on that scrolling list and you are registered for the entire term. 

If for some reason you can’t follow these steps, I will need YOU to register by Thursday, January 19th.  If you are not in class to register the remote, then you will need to register your i>clicker remote online at www.iclicker.com/registration. Complete the fields with your name, last name, student ID, and remote ID. Your student ID should be your Z-number. The remote ID is the series of numbers and sometimes letters found on the bottom of the back of your i>clicker remote. The i>clicker will be used every day in class, and you are responsible for bringing your remote each time making sure that the device has been properly registered and that the unit is working and the batteries are fully charged. The device uses 3 AAA batteries. If you see a red flashing “low battery” light, you have approximately 10 hours still remaining. Protect your device by placing it in a case so that the i>clicker is not activated by mistake thus using up the batteries.

You are required to bring your device to every single class and ensure that you have properly registered it in order to receive credit for being in attendance as well as participating in class. Make sure the unit is working and the batteries are fully charged. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT ALL IS FUNCTIONING CORRECTLY. THIS PARTICIPATION CANNOT BE MADE UP.
Online discussions on BlackBoard (BB): 

The prompts for the online discussions will be posted on the site under “Discussions.”

Discussions on BB are graded. Your posts must be professional, well organized, grammatically correct and free of misspellings. Additionally, any content quoted, paraphrased, or gleamed from references must be properly cited using MLA style. Interaction is a substantial portion of your grade. Each module forum requires at least 3 posts to receive full credit. The posts should be entered directly into the discussions, not in the form of an attachment. The first post will serve as your original post in reply to the topic and must be 200 words in length and must be posted no later than midnight on Wednesday, in order to allow sufficient time for other students to respond. The remaining two posts are to be responses to other students’ posts. These must be at least 100 words in length and must be posted no later than midnight on Sunday. They must contribute to the conversation through supportive addition or critique. When the responses are of the latter, they must argue the issue, never the author. 

The Grading Rubric will serve as guide and you may find this rubric under Course Information on our BB site. A ZERO WILL BE GIVEN IF THE POSTS ARE NOT COMPLETED BY THE ESTABLISHED DEADLINES. WE WILL CLOSE THE DISCUSSION BOARD AT MIDNIGHT ON DUE DATES. If you miss the deadline and do not have a valid excuse, you will receive a grade of zero. NO LATE WORK CAN BE ACCEPTED. It would not be a discussion if you decide to post and respond days after everyone else has contributed to the dialogue. Ms. Almeida and I both manage the site and we will, in consultation with each other, grade these discussions.

Can I change or edit my original post? No, but you can send another reply to the original post and add on the following subject line: Please grade this one.

Midterm: on Friday, February 24th during each discussion session. The exam will consist of short-answer questions that relate to the reading as well as information provided during the lecture and discussion sessions. We will provide study guides.

Short paper: (2-3 pp.) This assignment will be a “close-reading” of a passage from The Tempest. Under “Course Information of our BB site, we will post a guide on how to do a close reading. We will also review it in the Discussion sessions. LATE WORK (this refers to the short written text based on a close-reading of a passage) will be accepted up to a week later, but with penalties. Five (5) points for each late day will be taken off from the assigned grade, unless verifiable medical excuse and/or other suitable documents are provided in a timely manner. If you know in advance of any such reason, please let us both know.

Final Exam: It is scheduled by the University’s Registrar for Monday, April 30th, 7:45-10:15 am. See spring final exam schedule: http://www.fau.edu/registrar/schedule/pdf/docs/Spring_2012_Final_Exam_Schedule.pdf. It will include short answer questions and one or two reflexive essays of a comparative nature.  A study guide will be provided.

Make-up policy: As for the midterm and the final, there is no make-up possibility. Exceptions include: documented medical reason, religious accommodation, an official FAU athletic commitment, death in the family, or court appearance. If you know in advance of any such reason, please let us both know.

Assignment Submission Policy:
All assignments must be submitted through the designated method (forums, drop boxes, etc.). No assignments will be accepted via email. 

INCOMPLETES: Are reserved for students who are passing the course but have not completed all the required work because of exceptional circumstances.

Technical Problems: 1) with the i>clicker: make sure that it is in good working order. I will have some replacement batteries, but it is ultimately your responsibility to ensure that it functions correctly. Those points cannot be made up.

2) with BB or other online problem: please let us know via email or by telephone explaining the exact nature of the problem. Be sure to contact the Help Desk: www.fau.edu/helpdesk. 
If you need help with your writing, please set up an appointment with the Writing Center: http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/. “The University’s Writing Center (WC) is devoted to supporting and promoting academic and professional writing for all members of the FAU community, including undergraduate and graduate students, staff, faculty, and visiting scholars.” 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE POLICIES

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices:

University Policy: “In order to enhance and maintain a productive atmosphere for education, personal communication devices, such as cellular telephones and pagers, are to be disabled in class sessions.” 
The use of cell phones and electronic devices is prohibited in class. All cell phones should be turned off before the start of class (not set on “vibrate,” but turned OFF). If you have a medical or family emergency and need to receive a call during class, you should inform your instructor before class. Students without authorization who use cell phones and electronic devices in class may be dismissed from class and counted as being absent for the day. In order that the University may notify students of a campus-wide emergency, either the instructor’s, or a designated student’s cell phone will be set to vibrate during class.

Student E‐Mail Policy:

Effective August 1, 2004, FAU adopted the following policy:

“When contacting students via e‐mail, the University will use only the student’s FAU e‐mail address. This will ensure that e‐mail messages from FAU administration and faculty can be sent to all students via a valid address. E‐mail accounts are provided automatically for all students from the point of application to the University. The account will be disabled one year post‐graduation or after three consecutive semesters of non‐enrollment.” 

Course-related Questions: 

Post course-related questions to the FAQ discussion board. Asking course-related questions in this way allows other students with the same question to benefit from your professor’s responses. Also, make sure you review this forum prior to posting a question; it may have already been asked by another co-learner. Except Saturday, Sunday, and holidays questions will be answered by one of us within 48 hours.

E-mailing Your Instructors

Please use your FAU account when e-mailing your instructor. If you use a personal e-mail account (e.g., hotmail, yahoo, g-mail, etc.) your instructor will not know whether the message is junk mail, and therefore, will not respond. FAU e-mail is considered by the university to be official communication, and you should therefore address your instructor appropriately (e.g., Dear Ms., Mr., Sr., etc.), sign your name, and use a respectful tone. Instructors will not respond to e-mails that do not address them directly, and/or are not signed, and/or are not sent from your official FAU e-mail address.

Students with Disabilities

DISABILITY POLICY STATEMENT: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in -- Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - LA 240 (954-236-1657), in Jupiter - SR 110 (561-799-8585), or at the Treasure Coast - CO 117 (772-873-3382), and follow all OSD procedures. 

Academic Integrity

Students at Florida Atlantic University  are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards, Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high values on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see   http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf
Students are expected to uphold the Academic Code of Academic Integrity. This includes the use of the i>clicker. You must only use your own device to provide answers. One i>clicker per student.

ALL assignments that you turn in to your instructors for a grade must be your own work. This means that excessive help from tutors or anyone else on graded assignments constitutes academic dishonesty. If your instructor suspects that an assignment completed outside of class is not entirely your own work, the case will be documented and appropriate disciplinary action will be applied as per the University’s Code of Academic Integrity. 

If you are not sure about what constitutes plagiarism, please visit the following site created by the University of Southern Mississippi Library: http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY ON ALL ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS IS GROUNDS FOR FAILURE IN THE COURSE.

By remaining enrolled in this course past the end of Drop /Add, you are agreeing to:

· uphold The Academic Honor System of Florida Atlantic University, and

· accept accountability for the course requirements, the course expectations, and the attendance policy stated in this document.

· attend the final exam which takes place as scheduled by the University. 

*This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.

Important Dates: Go to the following link to the FAU academic calendar to find important dates (i.e., drop add period, 

withdraw deadlines, etc.) http://www.fau.edu/registrar/acadcal.php
Teaching Philosophy: To open up windows enthusiastically into different cultures, by guiding the readings of some of the world’s greatest texts, written in different languages by different authors, during a wide array of time periods, and in different genres. I see myself as a fellow traveler learning from your processes and your discoveries. I hope to instill in you a desire to embark into furthering your adventures in reading and rereading texts as another way of “traveling” through the world (past, present, and future). 

Class Schedule
Minor changes may be made and will be announced in class. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of any changes.

IN CLASS







        HOMEWORK:
	Jan. 9
	Introduction to the course 
	

	Jan. 11
	The Bible: Genesis (chapters 1-3; 6-9) (BB)
	

	Jan. 13
	Discussion session: Genesis
	


Friday, 13 January: Last day to register or drop a course without consequences



	Jan. 16
	Holiday-NO CLASSES (MLK, Jr. Day)
	

	Jan. 18
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 1-4)
	Post on Genesis

	Jan. 20
	Discussion session: Odyssey
	

	Jan. 23
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 5-8)
	

	Jan. 25
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 9-12)
	

	Jan. 27
	Discussion session: Odyssey
	

	Jan. 30
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 13-16)
	

	Feb. 1
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 17-20)
	

	Feb. 3
	Discussion session: Odyssey
	

	Feb. 6
	Homer: The Odyssey (Books 21-24)
	

	Feb. 8
	The Arabian Nights: Preface and “The Tale of King Shahryar and of His Brother” and “The Fable of the Ass…”(vol 1, pp. 1-9) (BB)
	Post on Homer’s The Odyssey

	Feb. 10
	Discussion session: Odyssey
	

	Feb. 13
	The Arabian Nights: “The Tale of Sinbad the Sailor,” “The First Voyage of Sinbad the Sailor,” and “The Second Voyage of Sinbad the Sailor” (vol 2, pp. 176-94)  (BB)
	

	Feb. 15
	Dante: Inferno’s Cantos 1 and 2 (BB)
	Post on The Arabian Nights

	Feb. 17
	Discussion session: Arabian Nights
	

	Feb. 20
	Dante: Inferno Cantos 3, 26, and 34 (BB)
	

	Feb. 22
	Christopher Columbus: “First Letter from the New World” (BB)
	Post on Dante’s Inferno

	Feb. 24
	Discussion session: MIDTERM 
	

	Feb. 27
	Shakespeare: The Tempest (Act 1)
	

	Feb. 29
	Shakespeare: The Tempest (Acts 2 and 3)
	Post on Columbus’s First letter

	Mar. 2
	Discussion session: Dante, Columbus
	


FRIDAY, 2 March: Last day to drop without receiving an "F"

	Mar. 5-11
	Spring Break: NO CLASSES
	

	Mar. 12
	Shakespeare: The Tempest (Acts 4-5)
	Short paper due (2-3 pp.) Close reading of a passage in The Tempest

	Mar. 14
	Basho: Narrow Road to the Deep North  (pp. 3-17) (BB)
	Post on Shakespeare’s The Tempest

	Mar. 16
	Discussion session: Shakespeare
	

	Mar. 19
	Basho: Narrow Road… (pp. 18-36) (BB)
	Post on Basho’s Narrow Road

	Mar. 21
	Voltaire: Candide (Chapters 1-10)
	

	Mar. 23
	Discussion session: Basho
	

	Mar. 26
	Voltaire: Candide (Chapters 10-20)
	

	Mar. 28
	Voltaire: Candide (Chapters 20-30)
	Post on Voltaire’s Candide 

	Mar. 30
	Discussion session: Voltaire
	

	Apr. 2
	Tolstoy: “The Death of Iván Ilých” (pp. 247-76) (BB)
	

	Apr. 4
	Tolstoy: “The Death of Iván Ilých” (pp. 276-302) (BB)
	Post on Tolstoy’s “Iván Ilých”

	Apr. 6
	Discussion session: Tolstoy
	

	Apr. 9
	Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness (Chapter 1)

Course evaluations
	

	Apr. 11
	Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness (Chapter 2)
	Post on Heart of Darkness

	Apr. 13
	Discussion session: Conrad
	

	Apr. 16
	Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness (Chapter 3)
	

	Apr. 18
	Isabel Allende: Stories of Eva Luna: Prologue (pp. 3-6) (BB)
	

	Apr. 20
	Discussion session: Allende et al.
	

	Apr. 23
	Isabel Allende: Stories of Eva Luna: “And of Clay We Are Created” (pp. 351-367) (BB)
	Post on Eva Luna

	Apr. 25
	Review for Final
	

	Apr. 30
	Final Exam 7:45 - 10:15 AM
	



