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LIN 6622 – BILINGUALISM

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course constitutes a graduate introduction to the field of bilingualism; it covers such topics as language and cognition, language acquisition in the bilingual child, societal bilingualism and multilingualism, language contact, language death and shift, language policy and language planning, bilingual education, and the psychological and socio-cultural aspects of bilingualism. The instructional method for this course is lecture and discussion.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· Students will learn about major theoretical models and research findings in the field of bilingualism

· Students will become familiar with the fundamental concepts related to bilingualism

· Students will gain an awareness of how these conceptual tools are employed in the analysis of a wide range of societal and cultural issues that relate to bilingual/ multilingual contexts. 

Requirements: LIN 3010 or equivalent or permission of instructor. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

1) Romaine, S. (1995) Bilingualism. (2nd ed.). Malden, MA: Blackwell.
2) Course reader.

GRADING: A portion of the grade for the course will be based on students’ active class participation and discussion. Students will also be responsible for several written assignments on issues of interest in the field of bilingualism. In addition, students will have 2 midterms and make a total of two oral presentations with the purpose of furthering their knowledge of the subject matter of the course. Finally, students will need to complete a research term paper on a topic of their choice (chosen in consultation with the instructor).
Grading breakdown:
2 midterms – 40%

Class participation – 15%

Written assignments – 15%
Oral presentations – 10%

Research term paper – 20%

Total – 100%

COURSE SYLLABUS (SUBJECT TO CHANGE):

	WEEK
	CLASS
	ASSIGNMENT
	READINGS

	August 27
	Description of the course, introduction to the study of Bilingualism.
	
	Chapter 1 of textbook; 
R. Rodríguez: Hunger of memory

	September 3
	The study of Bilingualism (continues)
The Bilingual Speech Community
	Assignment 1 due
	Chapter 2 of text;
R. Lowie: A case of bilingualism

	September 10
	The Bilingual Speech Community (continues)
	Oral presentations start
	R. C. Williamson: Ch. 5 Pennsylvania German, Ch. 7 Subcultures, codes, and language maintenance

	September 17
	The Bilingual Brain and the Bilingual Individual


	Assignment 2 due
	Chapter 3 of text

	September 24
	The Bilingual Brain and the Bilingual Individual (continues)
	Prepare for test 1
	Paradis: Language lateralization in bilinguals

	October 1
	TEST 1
Code switching and communicative competence
	Assignment 3 due
	Chapter 4 of text;
Appel & Muysken: Code-switching and code mixing

	October 8
	Code switching and communicative competence (continues)
	
	J. Gumperz: Conversational code-switching

	October 15
	Code Switching and communicative competence (continues)
The Bilingual Child
	Assignment 4 due
	Chapter 5 of text

	October 22
	The Bilingual Child (continues)
Outline for final paper due
	
	Fantini: Language acquisition of a bilingual child

	October 29
	The Bilingual Child


	Prepare for test 2
	F. Genesee: Early bilingual language development one language or two?

	November  5
	TEST 2
Bilingualism and Education
	Assignment 5 due
	Chapter 6 of text

	November 12
	Bilingualism and Education (continues)
	
	California’s Proposition 227; L. Wong-Fillmore: When learning a 2nd lg means losing the first

	November 19
	Attitudes toward Bilingualism 
	
	Chapter 7 of text

	November 26
	Attitudes toward Bilingualism (continues)
	
	G. K. Pullum: Here come the linguistic fascists

	Dec 03
	COURSE REVIEW 
Final paper due
	Oral presentations end
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FAU Honor Code:


Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical


standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered


a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University


mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair


advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University


community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value


on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated

with academic dishonesty. For more information, see http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf.
Accommodations for students with disabilities:
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students


who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly


execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with


Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in


Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585), or at


the Treasure Coast - CO 128 (772-873-3305), and follow all OSD procedures.
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