Syllabus

Seminar in Avian Ecology (BSC-6534)
1 credit, no pre-requisites 
Department of Biological Sciences

Charles E. Schmidt College of Science

Florida Atlantic University

Instructor

Dr. Dale Gawlik, Sanson Science 271, dgawlik@fau.edu, 297-3333

Office hours

Wednesdays 1:00-3:00 pm. 
Online resource

Blackboard for BSC 6936 Seminar in Avian Ecology.  Students should check the site weekly to keep current with any changes in the course and to download assigned papers.  

Required text

None.  There will be weekly assigned reading of recent papers from the primary literature.  All papers will be posted as pdfs in Blackboard.
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Course purpose and objectives

The purpose of this course is to give students a deep understanding of at least one areas of avian ecology.  The course objectives are that students who have completed the course will possess:

1. An awareness of major areas of study in avian ecology.  

2. An improved ability to critically evaluate a scientific paper.

3. A thorough knowledge of a selected topic in avian ecology 

Course components and procedures

Leading journal article discussions: The purpose of the journal article discussions is to get students reading the most current avian ecology literature, honing their reading and critical evaluation skills, and developing a deep understanding of one aspect of avian ecology, rather than to briefly cover a broad range of topics. The specific focal topic within avian ecology varies from year to year and includes emerging or revisited topics such as avian optimal foraging, avian resource selection and avian social foraging.   Each student will be responsible for leading about 3 class discussions of papers as well as regularly participating in discussions led by others.  To lead a discussion, students will search the literature for a recent (within last 3 years) paper on that subject from a high quality scientific journal. Older foundation papers may be assigned to several students to facilitate interpretation of more recent works. Students will post a pdf of the article on Blackboard at least one week prior to the discussion.  Discussions should evaluate the scientific approach, major results, significance, and overall strengths and weaknesses.      

Class participation: The success and worthiness of this type of seminar course largely depends on the students enrolled in it.  Each student brings to class valuable experiences and a unique perspective on research in avian ecology.  Thoughtfulness and engagement in the topics are both appreciated and accounted for in the final grade.   

Time requirements
Students should expect to spend an average of about two hours per week on this course outside of class.  Students should allocate time for finding a suitable paper, reading assigned papers, and preparing to lead the discussion of their paper.  

Grading criteria 

Grades will be based on a student’s performance on two course components, with each component accounting for a percentage of the grade as follows:

	Course component
	Max points
	% of Grade

	Leadership of class discussion  
	70
	70

	Class participation
	30
	30

	Total
	100
	100


Final percentages will be converted to letter grades as below.  Grades may be viewed through Blackboard.

	Grade 
	Final Percentage

	A
	90-100

	A-
	89

	B+
	88

	B
	80-87

	B-
	79

	C+
	78

	C
	70-77

	C-
	69

	D+
	68

	D
	60-67

	D-
	59

	F
	<59


Communication devices

In keeping with University policy and professional courtesy, cell phones, beepers, and pagers should be disabled in class.  

Students with disabilities
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585), or at the Treasure Coast - CO 128 (772-873-3305), and follow all OSD procedures.
Honor Code

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered 
a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf.

Course schedule
The syllabus contains only a general course schedule.  Students should monitor the calendar in Blackboard for specifics on the topic and person leading discussions on a given date.

	Week
	Course activity

	First  
	Introduction, syllabus review, topic assignments

	Second
	Instructor-led background discussion on topic

	Mid-course
	Student-led journal article discussions

	Last 
	Instructor-led synthesis 


