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Department of Exceptional Student Education

College of Education

Florida Atlantic University

EEX 6707:  Early Intervention Services: Working with Infants, 

Toddlers and Families

Catalog Description: 3 semester hours.  8 hours of field experience are required.
This course provides knowledge and skills to facilitate family-centered early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities or at-risk of developing disabilities. These services promote collaboration with families and intervention in natural environments. 
This course is part of the Infant Toddler Developmental Specialist certificate program (ITDS Certificate).
PREREQUISITES or COREQUISITES:

EEX 5015 or EEX 5017 or PERMISSION OF THE INSTRUCTOR

Required Texts:

Blasco, P.M. (2001).  Early intervention services for infants, toddlers, and their families.  Pro- Ed, Austin, TX
Children’s Medical Services (2005).  Early steps service delivery policy and guidance document.  Florida Department of Health.  http://www.cms-kids.com/EarlySteps/EarlyStepsPolicy.pdf 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

Bredekamp, S. & Copple, C. (Eds.) (1997).  Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs.  Revised Ed.  Washington:  NAEYC.
Guralnick, M.J. (Ed.) (2001).  Early childhood inclusion: Focus on change.
Paul Brookes Publishing Company.

Horn, E. & Ostrosky, M., & Jones, H. (Eds.) (2004). The Young Exceptional Children 


Monograph Series No.5.  Family-Based Practices. Reston, VA: CEC. 
Guidelines Used in Developing Course Objectives:


State of Florida Prekindergarten/Primary Education (Age 3) Through Grade 


Three (3) Specialization Competencies (PK/P)


National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)


Educator Accomplished Practices:  Florida Education Standards Commission 


(EAP)


NCATE Recommendations for Technology in Teacher Education (NCATE-tech)


Subject Matter Content Standards for Florida’s Teachers:   ESOL = (ESOL)


Florida’s Early Intervention Professional Competencies (ITDS Appendix A)

Course Objectives:

1. Students will identify state and local laws and services pertaining to the provision of Early Intervention services for young children and their families.

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of effective interagency collaboration and the service coordinators role in facilitating interagency collaboration and advocating for families within the Early Steps system. 
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of varied composition of teams and the roles and responsibilities of team members. 
4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the team/family approach to evaluation, assessment, planning, and service provision for early intervention. 
5. Students will identify and apply skills that demonstrate their ability to conduct a home/family assessment. 
6. Students will develop an IFSP that is family-centered, culturally sensitive and based on the individual needs of the child, which includes providing transition services and services in the natural environment. Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of family-centered intervention in natural environments
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
      1.  Quiz:  Early Steps Overview 100 points
The quiz will include materials from lectures, class discussions and readings.  Format will include multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer and essay.  

2.  Field Experience Log (Point value factored into Family and Child Assessment)
Students will submit a log documenting 8 hours of field experience. Submit via DIGITAL DROPBOX.

Contact your local Early Steps (Florida) or other State Early Intervention Program.  Explain that you are taking this course and request to visit with a service coordinator, who will be able to facilitate your connection with a family currently or previously enrolled in the program) and a child to complete assessments. Please do this early in the semester, as your assignments are heavily dependent upon this connection.
3. Family Assessment 100 points
Students will complete a home/family assessment that clearly identifies methods used to address families’ needs, priorities and resources.  Students will write a report that identifies strengths and weaknesses in the areas of safety issues, family supports, daily routines, and adaptations for developing goals for the IFSP. Submit via DIGITAL DROPBOX.
4.  Child Assessment 100 points
Students will conduct a child assessment by administering one of the mandated early steps infant toddler assessment instruments (BDI, HELP, ELAP or AEPS).  Students will write a report indicating: the results from the assessment, the child’s areas strengths and weaknesses, and appropriate goals for the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). Submit via DIGITAL DROPBOX.
5. IFSP Development 100 points
Students will write an IFSP.  Using information gathered in the family and child assessment to complete the State IFSP. Link to e-IFSP: http://www.cms-kids.com/EarlySteps/documents/eIFSP.doc Complete, save, and submit via DIGITAL DROPBOX.
	Assignment
	Points
	% of Course Grade

	ES Quiz
	
	25%

	Family Assessment
	
	25%

	Child Assessment
	
	25%

	IFSP
	
	25%

	TOTAL
	
	100%


Grading Scale:

Scores are cumulative and the grade scale represents percentage of total points earned.

A
93-100

A-
90-92

B+
87-89

B
83-86


B-
80-82

C+
77-79

C
73-76


C-
70-72

D+
67-69

D
63-66


D-
60-62

F
Below 60

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES


To avoid learner confusion or disappointment, the following are assumptions and expectations for this course:

UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with individual cases of nonattendance.  Attendance includes active involvement in all class sessions, class discussions, and class activities, as well as professional conduct in class.


Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations, or participation in University-sponsored activities (such as athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances, and debate activities). It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absence, and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence.

POLICIES:

1. The course carries three (3) credits.  Students are expected to complete course requirements sufficient to earn three credits during the time-span of the course. 


2. 
Students are encouraged to talk with the instructor if there are concerns or problems relating to the course

3. 
A minimum grade of B (not B-) is required in order to continue in the ESE Master’s program.

4.   All written assignments must be typed, double-spaced with the name and number of the assignment. All projects assigned will be discussed in class and a format provided for each.  

5.   Due dates for assignments are provided in the course outline and will be enforced.   Assignments submitted late will be deducted 5 points for each day they are late.  
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and FAU policy, students with disabilities who require special accommodations to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and provide the instructor of this course with a letter from OSD which indicates the reasonable accommodations that would be appropriate for this course.  OSD offices are located on Boca, Davie and Jupiter campuses. Information regarding OSD services and locations can be found on the FAU website.

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING:

Florida Atlantic University’s policy on academic honesty as published in the Catalog.

Tenative Course Outline:

	Week
	Topic
	Assigned Readings 

	Assignments

	Week 1: 
Week of Aug. 26


	Overview of Course, Readings, Assignments
Conceptual Framework of Early Steps

	Blasco Ch.1


Early Steps Service Delivery Policy and Guidance Document (ESSPD): Section I: Policy and Guidance for Implementing the New Service Delivery System, pp Intro-25 and Section III: Glossary.
	Post a 1 paragragh introduction of yourself to the class on the DIScussion board BY SEPT 1, 2007.  This will serve as the “course check-in”.  If you have not done so by 9/1, you will be dropped from the course.

	Week 2: 
Week of  Sept. 2


	Policy Guidance for Implementing IFSP Process
	ESSPD: Section II: Policy and Guidance for Implementing the IFSP Process, pp 26-46 and Section III: Glossary.


	

	Week 3: 
Week of  Sept. 9


	Review of early development

· Prenatal

· First year

· Toddlers

	Blasco 2,3,4,: pp. 31-122


	Quiz on Early Steps overview

	Week 4: 
Week of  Sept. 16
	Review of early development (CONT’D) 
· Prenatal

· First year

· Toddlers

	Blasco 2,3,4,: pp. 31-122


	

	Week 5: 
Week of  Sept. 23


	Family-Centered Services

· Legal foundations

· Framework

· Families

· Focus of delivery system
· Parent Training


	ESSPD pp 8-10

Family Involvement

http://www.doh.state.fl.us/cms/PPOG/09FamInvolve.doc 

	

	Week 6: 
Week of  Sept. 30
	Family assessment
	ESSPD: Family Support Plans and Procedures

http://www.doh.state.fl.us/cms/PPOG/05FSP.doc 

ESSPD: Family Support Plan Forms

http://www.doh.state.fl.us/cms/PPOG/05FSPAppend.doc 

	

	Week 7: 
Week of  Oct. 7


	Natural Environments

· Home

· Other Settings
Family Centered Transitions & Transition planning 


	Blasco Ch 6

ESSPD, pp 11-14


ESSPD attachment A:  Application of EI principles in clinic and natural settings
ESSPD Transitions: http://www.doh.state.fl.us/cms/PPOG/07Trans.doc

	

	Week 8: 
Week of  Oct. 14


	Natural Environments Part 2
Natural environment planning matrix


	Blasco Ch 6

ESSPD, pp 11-14


ESSPD attachment A:  Application of EI principles in clinic and natural settings 
	Family Assessment Due

	Week 9: 
Week of  Oct. 21


	Medical Considerations

	Blasco Ch 8


	

	Week 10: Week of  Oct. 28


	Team based service and 

Collaboration in Early Intervention coordination
	Blasco Ch 9

ESSPD, pp. 16-21

ESSPD attachment B: Team Based Service Provider Model

	

	Week 11: Week of Nov. 4


	Beginning the IFSP process

· Initial contact

· screening
	Blasco Ch 5
ESSPD, pp.26-46
	

	1 Week 12: Week of Nov. 11
	Evaluation and Child assessment
	Blasco Ch 5

ESSPD, pgs 31-36

ESSPD attachment C: Evaluation and Assessment Flowchart
Review publisher websites for Assessments.  SEE WEEKLY POWERPOINT FOR DETAILS

	


	Week 13: Week of Nov.18
	IFSP development and implementation
IFSP development practice

	Blasco Ch 7


http://www.cms-kids.com/EarlySteps/documents/eIFSP.doc

	Child Assessment Due


	Week 14: Week of Nov.25
	Writing intervention plans
Practice:  intervention plans
	Blasco Ch 7
	


	Week 15: Week of Dec. 2
	Technology and the future
	Blasco Ch 10

	IFSP Due 
Field experience log due


Appendix A

Competencies for ITDS

A2
Demonstrates knowledge of the Early Steps Program Plan and Operations Guide 
(PPOG), quality assurance standards and indicators, and local Community Plan.

A5
Demonstrates knowledge of “child find” legislation, procedures, and local practices.

A6
Demonstrates knowledge of the federal requirements and state regulations for service 
coordination.

A8
Demonstrates knowledge of federal and state procedural safeguards and due process 
requirements.

A9
Demonstrates knowledge of federal, state, and local requirements and procedures for record 
keeping, reporting, and confidentiality.

A10
Demonstrates knowledge of primary funding streams for early intervention services and the 
system of payment for early intervention services.

A11
Demonstrates knowledge of state service guidelines and Medicaid requirements.

C1
Demonstrates the knowledge of the critical role the family plays in the screening, 
evaluation, and 
assessment processes.

C2 
Demonstrates knowledge of approaches/models for assessment including 
multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary as well as the advantages of each.

C3 
Demonstrates knowledge of principles of effective assessment including, family driven, strength 
based, functional, and authentic.

C9 
Demonstrates knowledge of assessment strategies to determine family concerns, priorities and 
resources.

C10 
Demonstrates knowledge of the role of the Service Coordinator including first contacts, evaluation 
and assessment, planning, facilitating and implementing the IFSP.

D2
Demonstrates knowledge of the role of team members, including the family in each of the models.

D3
Demonstrates knowledge of the benefits of service provision teams for children, families, and 
providers.

D4
Demonstrates knowledge of a wide variety of potential team members and their functions (i.e. 
nurse, educator, parent, physical therapist, speech/language pathologist).

D5
Demonstrates awareness of attributes of successful teams (i.e. role release, openness, 
consensus building).

D6
Demonstrates knowledge of team development theory and stages of team development.

D1
Demonstrates knowledge of the differences among the following service 
provision models: 
multidisciplinary teams, interdisciplinary teams, and transdisciplinary teams.

D7
Demonstrates knowledge of the consultative model for providing early intervention 
services and its benefits.

E2 
Demonstrates ability to establish a collaborative partnership with the family and engage them in 
the assessment process.

E3 
Demonstrates ability to explain the components of the evaluation and assessment process to the 
family including screening, pre-assessment planning, child assessment, and family assessment 
of concerns, priorities, resources, and periodic review.

E4
Demonstrates ability to determine which team model should be employed, and 
who should be 
part of the team for evaluation and assessment, as guided by referral information and the family’s 
needs, concerns and priorities for their child’s development.

E6 
Demonstrates ability to participate as a team member with families and other professionals in 
planning and conducting evaluation and assessment activities.  

E7
Demonstrates ability to conduct a home assessment to identify safety issues to be incorporated 
into the IFSP

E9
Demonstrates ability to conduct a family assessment, using appropriate tools and 
techniques to address family concerns, priorities, and resources.  Considers available family 
supports, daily routines, and adaptations for developing goals for the IFSP


Demonstrates ability to effectively interpret, summarize and communicate the findings of the 
evaluation and assessment in verbal and written forms that may 
be easily understood by family 
members and other team members to include common, understandable language: the family’s 
concerns, priorities and resources; logically organized pertinent information; recommendations.

F1
Demonstrates the ability to develop an IFSP, with the family and other team members, which is 
family-driven, culturally sensitive, and based on consensus decision-making.

F2
Demonstrates the ability to develop an IFSP, with the family and other team members, which is 
measurable (with regular documented evidence of progress toward achieving outcomes).

F3 
Demonstrates the ability , with the family and other team members, to use evaluation and 
assessment information to formulate outcomes and to identify effective strategies, activities and 
resources that address those outcomes.

F5
Demonstrates ability to develop an IFSP, with the family and other team members, with 
integrated interventions that focus on children’s interests within the context of family preferences 
and daily routines, including natural interactions with family members and other caregivers.

F6
Demonstrates ability, with the family and other team members, to develop a plan 
to deliver  
services in the natural environment, when not immediately feasible to 
do so.

F7
Demonstrates ability to determine appropriate developmental interventions to be included in the 
IFSP that will reduce stress, promote self-regulation and 
interaction.

F8
Demonstrates the ability to suggest developmental activities to address immediate 
family/caregiver concerns.

F9
Demonstrates ability to facilitate the ongoing IFSP process that is adaptable to individual child 
and family’s changing needs 

F10
Demonstrates ability to integrate transition planning into the IFSP process (i.e., writing child/family 
transition outcomes, activities, etc.).

F11
Demonstrates ability to identify sources for payment of services including Medicaid, private 
insurance, school-sponsored services, etc.

G2
Demonstrates ability to consult with others and collaborate as a team member to 
implement the 
IFSP

G7 
Demonstrates ability to assist family in accessing resources in the community outlined in the 
IFSP, while considering the unique needs of the family including: emotional, language cultural, 
religious, and geographic.

G12
Demonstrates ability to provide periodic evaluations of the child’s progress as indicated in the 
IFSP.

G5
Demonstrates ability to assist the family in establishing relationships with well childcare providers 
including primary health provider, vision/hearing screening, and immunizations.

G3
Demonstrates the ability, with the family and other team members, to implement 
and monitor the 
IFSP that incorporates child and family outcomes within natural 
environments.

G8
Demonstrates ability to assist the family in integrating the child into the most natural learning 
environments to the greatest degree possible.

G9
Demonstrates ability to assist the family in accessing services in the most natural service delivery 
environments including:  home, sitter’s home, daycare home, family member’s home, 
neighborhood playgroup, childcare with appropriate ratios of typically/atypically developing 
children, community setting, and other individualized options.

G13
Demonstrates ability to implement policies and procedures that support children and families as 
they transition into, within, and from Early Steps.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Gargiula, R.  (2005).Young children with special needs (2nd ed.).  Clifton Park, NY:  Thomson Delmar.  


Losardo, A. & Notari, A. (2001).  Alternative Approaches to Assessing Young Children.


Baltimore, MD:  Brookes Publishing.

 
Pawl, J., & Dombro, A. (2001).  Learning and growing together with families: Partnering

with parents to support young children’s development.  Washington, DC: ZERO TO THREE: National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families.


 Wilson, R.  (2003). Special educational needs in the early years.  New York, NY:  


RoutledgeFalmer.

Winton, P., McCollum, J., Catlett, C. (Eds) (1997). Reforming personnel preparation in early intervention.  Baltimore, MD: Paul Brookes.


Organizations
Association of Childhood Education International (ACEI)

Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)

National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)

Southern Early Childhood Association (SECA)

Early Childhood Association of Florida (ECA of Florida)

Association of Childhood International (ACEI)

Children and Family Services

Florida Children

Kids Campaign

Resources (Materials, Activities, Lesson Plans, etc.)

(Note: If the address is not given, search using the title or name of the site.  Remember, URLs may change.)

The Center for Best Practices in Early Childhood Education
http://www.wiu.edu/users/mimacp/wiu/
Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services - Early Childhood Research Institute
http://www.clas.uiuc.edu/
Division for Early Childhood
http://www.dec-sped.org/
Early Intervention Research Institute (EIRI)
http://eiri.usu.edu/
Effective Practices for Preparing Young Children with Disabilities for School
http://www.ericdigests. 9iuoyrg/1993/practices.htm 

Florida’s Early Steps

http://www.cms-kids.com/Earlystepshome.htm 

Florida’s Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers

http://www.floridaicc.com/index.htm
I Am Your Child
http://www.iamyourchild.org/
International Society on Early Intervention
http://depts.washington.edu/isei/
National Association for the Education of Young Children
http://www.naeyc.org/
National Center for Early Development & Learning (NCEDL)
http://www.ncedl.org
National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (NEC*TAC)
http://www.nectac.org/
The National Head Start Disabilities Services Training Center
http://www.edc.org/CCF/ntc/
ZERO TO THREE: National Center For Infants, Toddlers and Families
http://www.zerotothree.org/
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