
Item: X. 

Monday, September 21, 2020 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF HONORARY DOCTORATE NOMINATION - KURT WALLACH 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 

Request approval of the conferral of Honorary Doctorate on Mr. Kurt Wallach 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

University Policy 2.3 (Honorary Doctorates) specifies that those nominated for Honorary Doctorates be 

recommended to the FAU Board of Trustees by the University Faculty Senate Honors and Awards 

Committee, the Provost and the President. One candidate is being recommended at this time. 

Both in and outside of Florida, Mr. Kurt Wallach is a well-known and widely respected business man, 

philanthropist, and author. He received his education at Western Reserve University, first earning a 

Bachelor of Arts and later, a Master’s in Hearing and Speech Pathology. Mr. Wallach is currently the 

Founder, Owner, President and CEO of Kurtell Growth Indurties; also holding positions as President 

and Chairman of the Board of Prime Kurtell Properties. He is a major stakeholder in Citrus Bank and in 

addition to sitting on their Board of Directors for many years, has also headed several committees. 

His business acumen aside, Mr. Wallach is a dedicated advocate for the Jewish community. As a World 

War II veteran and holocaust survivor himself, he has authored several books and led lecture series 

that seek to educate the public of the tragedy that was the Holocaust. Most notable are Remembering 

Mark and The Killing of the Jews, which earned him personal letters of thanks and praise from two 

former U.S. governors. Remembering Mark as well as Kurt’s Journey align with FAU’s Center for 

Holocaust and Human Rights Education commitment to help teach, research, and lecture on the 

Holocaust when he like other survivors are no longer able to share their stories. Recently, between ages 

85 and 93 years old, he has authored 3 books on the Holocaust. He’s a model of “never giving up” in 

educating against hate for students in the Holocaust and Jewish Studies program. In keeping with this, 

he remains a major contributor to the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. Mr. Wallach’s 

philanthropic contributions include sponsoring organizations such as the Vero Beach Indian River 

County Humane Society and CASTLE (Child Abuse Services Training and Life Enrichment), and 

dedicating 55 acres to the state of Florida for protection of the environment. 

This nomination for an honorary doctorate degree is based on Mr. Wallach’s generosity, his many 

contributions as a patriot of our country and advcocate to the Jewish community, and his outstanding 

achievements in business. 



 

 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 

 

If approved, this Honorary Doctorate will be conferred at a future commencement ceremony. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

N/A 

 

 

 

Supporting Documentation: Materials detailing biography and accomplishments  

 

Presented by:   Dr. Bret Danilowicz, Provost and VP for Academic Affairs Phone:  561-297-3061 
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To: President John Kelly, Provost Bret Danilowicz, Vice President Danita Nias 
CC: Laurie Carney, Linda Medvin 
From: Dr. Michael J. Horswell, Dean of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters 
Date: August 22, 2020 
RE: Nomination of Mr. Kurt L. Wallach for Doctor Honoris Causa in Humane Letters 
 
Pursuant to the University Policy on Honorary Doctorates, I hereby nominate Mr. Kurt L. Wallach for 
the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters on behalf of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and 
Letters. As this memorandum of support will detail, Mr. Wallach has exceeded the criteria for this 
recognition, as laid out in our policy: 
 
“Selection criteria are based on national and international standards of exceptional achievements 
that are primarily intellectual in nature. Consideration may also be given to individuals who have 
contributed in significant ways to the advancement of disciplines or programs at FAU and/or to 
the development of the state and region.” 
 
As I will demonstrate below, Mr. Wallach’s life is one of extraordinary achievement in the face of 
unimaginable obstacles that he and his family overcame as Holocaust survivors; these achievements 
range from 1.) Starting over his life as his family escaped from the Nazis two times before the age of 
seven (once from Germany to Holland and again from Holland to the USA); 2.) military service to our 
country in WWII; 3.) building multiple businesses in our state and region; 4.) Becoming a tennis 
professional player, teacher and umpire; 5.) Remarkable research, teaching and publishing on the 
Holocaust. In addition, his generous philanthropy has supported myriad causes in our region, including 
our own FAU Center for Holocaust and Human Rights Education.  
 
Kurt Wallach will not forget the Holocaust. He’s working to make sure that nobody else does, either. 
And how could he, given that more than 200 members of his father’s family and 100 members of his 
mother’s family were brutally murdered by the Nazis. Mr. Wallach never forgot the anguish on his 
father’s face when they learned that two of his brothers perished in the concentration camps. Kurt felt 
that same pain after learning his two best friends from Holland, where they had escaped to the first time, 
were also exterminated by the Nazis, though they were only teenage boys.  
 
Kurt Leo Wallach was born on August 26, 1926 in Magdeburg, Germany (55 miles west of Berlin), the 
youngest of three children. He was a seven-year-old Jewish child when the reign of terror began in 1933. 
His father, Mark, was a successful businessman who owned many apartment buildings in Magdeburg. 
He was also a Social Democrat who fought the Nazi Party hard during the 1920’s and 1930’s. When 
they came into power, they remembered and started after him because of his tireless and extensive 
activity in the anti-Nazi movement. Kurt’s first year in school in Magdeburg was marred by anti-Jewish 



  

 

 

bullying not only by his classmates but by his teachers. In 1933, his father learned that he was an 
assassination target. Within 24 hours, Mark gathered his family and escaped to Scheveningen, a seaside 
suburb of The Hague in Holland.  
 
He rented a store that sold ice cream. Until this time, one could only purchase either chocolate or 
vanilla. Together with an employee, Mark developed flavours like strawberry, mocha, cherry and 
banana. When Americans Mr. and Mrs. Howard Johnson visited his store, they were delighted with what 
they saw – lines of people all day waiting to get in. Two years later, the Pennsylvania Turnpike opened, 
featuring Howard Johnson’s 31 flavours of ice cream at their rest stops. 
 
In 1936, once again sensing impending danger, Mark secured passage for his family on the Queen 
Mary’s maiden voyage to New York. Before emigrating to the United States, Mark rented commercial 
space on the soon-to-be-completed ship. He was prohibited from transferring currency to the United 
States, so he filled part of the ship’s hold with two things from Holland: barrels of herring and Gouda 
cheese. When the ship landed in New York and its contents became known, importers and restauranteurs 
flocked to Wallach to snap up his merchandise. When all the money was collected, Wallach and his 
family boarded a train to Cleveland, Ohio where his brother lived.  
 
Given the Depression and Mark’s lack of English, the young immigrant found it almost impossible to 
find work in Cleveland, so he started his own business. He built one house in Cleveland that sold for 
$8,000. Then on a gamble, he built another in the suburb of University Heights, which sold for $12,000. 
Kurt said it’s estimated that his father built half of the homes in University Heights. Mark retired in 
1948 and spent the winters in Miami. He died in 1981 and his wife died two years later. 
 
Kurt described his father’s heroic story in a book titled “Remembering Mark.” His father was 
instrumental in getting many Germans into the United States in the 1930s, not only other family 
members but strangers too. He felt his father did so much, however he was never recognized for it 
during his lifetime. This prompted Kurt to chronicle his father’s exploits in this 1996 biography. The 
book also describes these moves as “traumatic” to Kurt. He was not familiar with the language or the 
customs and adjusting was difficult. They were challenging times and he felt very insecure, yet he 
survived and thrived, resulting in a highly successful life. 
 
Kurt Wallach began his journey of extraordinary achievement at his high school in Ohio, where he 
became an athlete and good student. Kurt was 15 when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, and he had 
to wait three years to join the Navy. He finally was able to enlist in the Navy on his 18th birthday in 
1944, serving through 1946 in Panama and the Pacific.  Kurt’s Florida story begins with his training as a 
“Frogman,” now known as Navy SEALS, in Ft. Pierce, Florida and he became part of the attack boat 
Flotillas of the Amphibious Forces. Years later he would help restore the Fort Pierce USO club where he 
enjoyed dancing with local girls when on leave. The building was saved from demolition thanks in part 
to his efforts.  
 
Discharged in August 1946, Kurt attended Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, and then completing graduate credits toward the MA in Hearing and Speech 
Pathology, a profession he never practiced as the business he started while at university prospered and 
his first marriage and family began. 
 



  

 

 

Successful Serial Entrepreneur  
Kurt enjoyed early success in Ohio.  He founded, owned and operated “Kurt Wasco of Cleveland” 
(Wallach Aluminum Sash Company), one of Northern Ohio’s most successful aluminum window and 
door companies while in college. Hating Cleveland’s weather, he sold the company and moved to 
Miami in 1956 where he began a career in real estate and building. His move to Florida grew from his 
love of the state where he had been a member of the Under Water Demolition Team training in Ft. 
Pierce. 
 
With the proceeds of the sale of Wasco, he founded Kurt and Company, the predecessor of Kurtell 
Growth Industries; he started a residential subdivision, building and selling a few hundred homes under 
the name Kurtell. Various enterprises followed and in 1969, he merged this company with Richford 
Industries and it was listed on the American Stock Exchange. After a few years, he bought the company 
out, taking it off the Exchange and once again making it private. 
 
Kurt built Florida’s first condominium in 1959, when the concept of condos was new and not readily 
understood. He said “it was a new idea at the time and people confused it with co-ops, so it was turned 
into apartments – the Keystone Park Apartments on Miami Beach” which remains today. 
 
Kurt spent several years as a tennis professional. He built and owned the Miami Racquet Club. It was at 
this time that he did his first published writing, a humorous tennis book called “Tennis is a Funny 
Racquet,” and then “Tennis: The Whole Game, Its Plots, Its Shots and Its Not’s.” He was head umpire 
for 11 southern states for the USTA and a frequent umpire at the U.S. Tennis Open championship in 
Forest Hills, NY including a “chair umpire” working major nationally televised matches. He also wrote 
a syndicated tennis column for more than twenty-nine years. 
 
A successful businessman and an eclectic entrepreneur whether it’s a business project or writing a book, 
Kurt is actively involved in the real estate investment business and remains as the founder, owner, CEO 
and Chairman of the Board of Kurtell Industries, Ltd., one of the Treasure Coast’s oldest and largest real 
estate investment trust companies. He owns several mobile home parks, Mattress Firm stores, 7-11 
Convenience Stores, Dunkin Donuts, office buildings, and a chain of medical buildings. He owns and 
operates shopping plazas and manufactured housing communities throughout Florida, Texas and 
Tennessee. He also owns and operates a mortgage company as well as sales company with nine offices 
throughout Florida.  
 
Kurt was a founder and part owner of Citrus Bank with four others, a six-branch bank where he sat on 
the Board of Directors for many years. He headed several committees including the important Executive 
Loan Committee of which he was Chairman for one year.  
 
Work related to philanthropy and Holocaust Remembrance 
 
He is a founding supporter of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, sponsor of the Indian River 
County Humane Society, benefactor of the Treasure Coast Opera Society (where he also served on its 
Board of Directors). Additionally, he served the Board of Directors of the Vero Heritage Society as well 
as the Vero Beach Exchange Club. 
 



  

 

 

Kurt shared his personal testimony as a survivor of the Holocaust as part of the Survivors of the Shoah, 
Visual History Foundation, the most comprehensive library of personal testimonies ever collected. His 
testimony was filmed by Steven Spielberg in 1996 at his home in Vero Beach. His letter from Chairman, 
Steven Spielberg, described his participation: 

• “In sharing your personal testimony as a survivor of the Holocaust, you have granted future generations 

the opportunity to experience a personal connection with history;” and 

• “Far into the future, people will be able to see a face, hear a voice, and observe a life, so that they may 

listen and learn, and always remember.”  

 
The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum honored Kurt with its prestigious Gold Medal in 2008. The 
medal was in recognition of his work lecturing on the Holocaust and significant financial support of the 
museum. Kurt also gave two lectures during the Museum’s Days of Remembrance ceremonies that year. 
And in 2018, Kurt with other survivors were honored during the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. During the anniversary event, the Museum presented its highest 
honor, the Elie Wiesel Award, to all survivors for their courage and resilience and for inspiring the 
global movement for Holocaust remembrance and education, which the Museum leads today. 
 
The extraordinary career in business and tennis was not enough for Kurt. His early memories of the 
trauma suffered by his family and the families of the six million Jews murdered during the Holocaust 
motivated him to take up as what he has called a “hobby”: the intense study of the history of the 
genocide of his people, something he pursued his whole life. As an octogenarian, he began researching 
more intensely that history by reading about and traveling to dozens of historical sites in Europe where 
the atrocities occurred. He visited archives and libraries, taking notes on his discoveries. He also began 
lecturing on his research. In the 1990’s he turned his writing talent, honed for years with his syndicated 
column on tennis, into two memoirs, one about his father and another chronicling his own life.  
 

• “Remembering Mark” (1996) is not only a personal look at his father, it’s also a story about the strength 

and resiliency of his family that survived the Holocaust. Mark went from wealth to total poverty twice 

before becoming a highly successful builder and contractor in Cleveland starting in the 1940’s. 

 

Prominent American journalist, Dan Rather described his book as an ambitious project and as “a 
touching tale of family love over many generations, and a fond tribute to a father of great 
courage and foresight, ‘Remembering Mark’ speaks plainly of simple truths worth repeating. 
Kurt Wallach offers not only a remembrance but a reminder of the unparalleled hardships 
brought on by Hitler’s rise to power, and of the strengths required to triumph over Nazi 
oppression.”   (327 pages) 

 
His life of study and teaching about the Holocaust culminated in a three-part series of “textbooks” on the 
atrocities.  
 

• “The Killing of the Jews” (2016) is an overall history of this 12-year reign of murderous terror during the 

Holocaust. (611 pages) 

 



  

 

 

• “Murder Beyond Madness” (2017) provides details of unbelievable atrocities committed in the name of 

“human cleansing” in the countries controlled by the Third Reich. Or as Adolph Hitler said, “Doing away 

with the eaters.” (600+ pages) 

 
• ”Man’s Inhumanity to Man” (2020) provides factual details concerning 37 major concentration camps 

that the Nazis and their collaborators built to exterminate some 13 million human beings including six 

million Jews. These included “death factories,” dedicated to the outright murder of prisoners. Other 

camps focused on labour dedicated to support the German war effort but often resulting in prisoners 

working until they died. (724 pages) 

 
Kurt finished this last book when he was 93 years old with his greatest hope being “that the world will 
never witness such evil to take place in this world ever again.” He is truly inspiring as a model example of 
“life-long learning” and demonstrates how that active engagement of ideas can inspire future 
generations.  

 
Why Kurt has felt his Holocaust work continues to be a priority: In 2017, a Korber Foundation 
survey found that 40% of 14-year old’s in Germany did not know what Auschwitz was. In 2018, a 
survey organized by the Claims Conference, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and others found that 
41% of 1,350 American adults surveyed, and 66% of millennials, did not know what Auschwitz was, 
while 22% said that they had never heard of the Holocaust. A CNN-ComRes poll in 2018 found a 
similar situation in Europe. (referenced in his book, “Man’s Inhumanity to Man”) 
 
FAU Involvement: 

• Center for Holocaust and Human Rights Education (CHHRE): Kurt participates within the Center’s 

Holocaust Survivor’s Bureau, teaching and lecturing to young people at Ft. Peirce Westwood High School 

or other schools as requested. Living in Vero Beach, Kurt offers the Center a Holocaust survivor for 

schools within the northern most part of our service area of Martin and St. Lucie counties. 

 
Kurt donated hundreds of copies of his book “Remembering Mark” to the Center’s resource library. 
Books were distributed to schools for teacher use to supplement classroom resources about the 
Holocaust.  He and Marilyn annually attend the “Outstanding Holocaust Educators” dinner presented by 
the CHHRE to recognize outstanding K-12 teachers who teach about the Holocaust. It was at a dinner a 
few years ago that they were able to connect with a teacher who turned out to be a member of Kurt’s 
family from Germany (Sandy Lopater). Since meeting, Kurt has also spoken several times for classes at 
John I. Leonard High School (Lake Worth) where Sandy teaches. 

 
• Lifelong Learning Society (Indian River County): Kurt delivered a six-part illustrated lecture series “From 

Versailles to Potsdam” describing the rise of the Nazis in Germany, the Holocaust and WWII at the Vero 

Beach Museum of Art. 

o LLL student described Kurt: “Wallach, the lecturer, a remarkable, prominent and outstandingly 

knowledgeable teacher, gave us a first-hand insight into what the madness of Hitler was really 

all about. As a survivor himself, he taught and depicted it all brilliantly. Vero Beach is fortunate 

to have him here to share and to teach.”  (Press Journal, Treasure Coast Newspaper article) 

• Kurt also lectures extensively for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; Temple Beth Shalom in Vero 
Beach, and various others organizations. 



  

 

 

 
Other: 
Kurt and his wife, Marilyn reside primarily in Vero Beach with a summer home in North Carolina. They 
have one son, Mark, and Kurt has two daughters, Laurie and Penny, from a previous marriage. He is the 
proud grandfather of five. 
 
His son Mark: is a criminal justice graduate of FAU, Class of 2004. 
 
 
 
 




















































