
Item: AS: I-1

COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 

Tuesday, November 14, 2023

SUBJECT: REPORT ON RESEARCH 

PROPOSED COMMITTEE ACTION 

No action is necessary.  This item is only informational. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Dr. Gregg Fields, Interim Vice President for Research, will give a general update on the Division of 

Research. 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 

N/A 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

Supporting Documentation: PowerPoint Presentation 

Presented by:   Dr. Gregg Fields, Interim VP for Research  Phone:  561-297-0268
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OVERVIEW Gregg Fields, Ph.D.

Interim Vice President

for Research



Total Sponsored
Research Expenditures



Research Growth
Value of Research Awards Received

CAREER 
Awards 
Skyrocket



Stiles-Nicholson 
Brain Institute

Advanced neuroscience research that promotes 
superior neuroscience education, facilitates the 
translation of research discoveries and enhances 
the public understanding of the dimensions 
of brain research and its benefits.



I-SENSE (Institute for Sensing and Embedded 
Network Systems Engineering)

Innovation hub for sensing, computing, communication, AI,
connected autonomy and cryptography, providing technical
expertise and engineering support, and tackling society’s
most pressing challenges, from safeguarding water systems
and agricultural resources, to managing growing cities, to
supporting health and wellness.



FAU Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute
Solution-oriented research addresses critical issues
affecting coastal zones, oceans and human well-being,
including conducting studies around the world in varying
climates, ecosystems and cultures.



I-HEALTH
(Institute for Human Health and Disease Intervention)

Leads paradigm-shifting research groups 
focused on cancer, infectious diseases, and 
human health and dementia fueled by 
multidisciplinary collaborations across FAU’s 
colleges and with regional clinical partners.



Cancer Center 
of Excellence:
An Exclusive Designation by the Florida Legislature



State of Florida Board of Governors appropriation 

“Research University Alzheimer’s Research Using 

Exablate Neuro-focused Ultrasound,” 1/1/22-12/31/27, 

$1,500,000 total costs.

MR-Guided Focused 

Ultrasound (MRgFUS)

ClinicalTrials.gov 

Identifier: 

NCT03671889 

(ExAblate Blood-

Brain Barrier 

(BBB) Disruption 

for the 

Treatment of 

Alzheimer's 

Disease)



Road to R1

R1 universities meet benchmarks in research, educational activity 
and vital research staffing including postdoctoral fellows, as 
measured by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education.

What is the significance to 
R1/Tier One designation?

• Talent Acquisition: Senior Faculty hires, additional Postdoctoral Fellows
• Research Acceleration: Institutes
• Infrastructure Expansion: Cutting-edge technology acquisition

How is FAU approaching R1?

Florida Atlantic is on the precipice
to achieve Carnegie Classification
of Institutions of Higher Education’s
highest and most coveted Very
High Research Activity status (R1)
for the next adjustment in 2024.

Note: This prediction is based on R1 status
equaling 137, which has a number of
uncertainties, including movement/
improvements of other universities and
inclusion of a new social mobility factor.

Example: Increase in 

Postdoctoral Fellows



The Microbiome and Human Disease

Dysbiosis

Indirect 

Pathway

• Impaired gut barrier function

• Endotoxemia

• Altered gut immune profile

Cancer

Alzheimer’s 
disease

Rheumatoid
arthritis

DiabetesNAFLD

Atherosclerosis

Direct 

Pathway

• Bacteremia

• Inflammatory 

mediators

Low-grade

systemic 

inflammation
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