
  

          Item: SP: A-2             

BOT STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

 
SUBJECT:   NAMING OF UNIVERSITY ELEMENTS -- ROBERT J. HUCKSHORN ARBORETUM 
 
 

PROPOSED COMMITTEE ACTION 
Recommend the approval of the naming of the arboretum located on the John D. MacArthur 
Campus in Jupiter as the “Robert J. Huckshorn Arboretum.”   
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Professor Emeritus Robert J. Huckshorn came to Florida Atlantic University when it opened in 
1964 as an associate professor of political science and one of the first 60 faculty members.  
Throughout his 38 years at FAU he served as Chair of the Political Science department, Dean of 
the College of Social Science, Interim Dean of College of Education, Acting Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, and Vice President of the Northern Campuses.  He was also the 
Founding Administrator of the Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing and the College of Liberal 
Arts-Davie.  As Vice President of the Northern Campuses (Jupiter and Port St. Lucie) he was 
instrumental in the founding and building of the John D. MacArthur Campus in Jupiter.   
 
His service also includes two year terms as President of the Southern Political Science 
Association and President of Pi Sigma Alpha-National Political Science Honor Society.  He was 
the first appointee by Governor Reuben Askew to the Florida Election Commission to enforce 
campaign finance laws in 1973, was reappointed twice by Governor Bob Graham and named 
Chairman by Governor Bob Martinez.  He is the author of 13 books on political science. 
 
Dr. Huckshorn retired from FAU on April 30, 2002. At that time, President Cantanese awarded 
Dr. Huckshorn with the President’s Medallion for Distinguished Service and also established 
the Robert J. Huckshorn Arboretum on the MacArthur Campus. The arboretum had been 
proposed by Dr. Huckshorn to enhance the campus and provide educational opportunities for 
students.  Over the next three years planning and development of the arboretum occurred. 
Between 2005 and 2015, the arboretum has grown to its full plan, become an integral part of 
campus educational activities, served as the site for the annual Arbor Day Celebration, and has 
been awarded for the last five years Tree Campus USA certification.  It is a peaceful place where 
student, faculty, staff, and members of the greater community can enjoy nature and learn about 
plants in our native Florida ecosystems. 
 
 

 



 

 
While this arboretum has always been known informally as the Robert J. Huckshorn 
Arboretum, the administration now desires to formalize the name pursuant to current 
University policy.  The timing of this request coincides with the arboretum’s 10 year 
anniversary as part of the MacArthur Campus and serves as a reminder of the recognition and 
connection of the arboretum to Dr. Huckshorn’s significant contributions to the growth of FAU 
in the northern service areas.    
 
Dr. Huckshorn has made significant financial contributions to the arboretum and participates as 
a volunteer on the arboretum committee.  He resides in Boca Raton with his wife Carolyn.   
 
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 
Upon Board approval. 

 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 
 
 
 
Supporting Documentation:  The History of the Robert J. Huckshorn Arboretum 
 
Presented by:  Dr. Gary W. Perry, Provost and VP, Academic Affairs   Phone:  561-297-3062 
    

 


























