
  

          Item: AS: A-1  

Thursday, March 10, 2011  

 

 

SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF HONORARY DEGREE NOMINATIONS 
 

 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 
Approval of the conferral of Honorary Doctorates on Dr. Michael Posner, Dr. Michael Turvey, and Mr. 

Arthur Jaffe. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

University Policy 2.3 (Honorary Doctorates) specifies that those nominated for Honorary Doctorates be 

recommended to the FAU Board of Trustees by the University Faculty Senate Honors and Awards 

Committee, the Provost, and the President.  Three candidates are being recommended: 

 

Dr. Michael Posner and Dr. Michael Turvey have been nominated by Dr. Gary Perry, Dean of the 

Charles E. Schmidt College of Science.  Dr. Posner is Professor Emeritus at the University of Oregon 

and was awarded the National Medal of Science in 2008.  Dr. Turvey is Board of Trustees’ 

Distinguished Professor at the University of Connecticut and the 2009 recipient of the Bernstein Prize in 

Motor Control.  Both Dr. Posner and Dr. Turvey have long histories with FAU and our Center for 

Complex Systems, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. 

 

Mr. Arthur Jaffe has been nominated by Dr. William Miller, Dean of University Libraries.  Mr. Jaffe had 

a distinguished 30 year career in business in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan.  In 1984 he moved to 

Boca Raton as Founding Director of the Jewish Community Foundation of South Palm Beach County.  

He has an 18 year history with FAU, as a volunteer, Endowed Ario Hyams Professor in Libraries, and 

curator of the Arthur and Mata Jaffe Collection of Books as Aesthetic Objects.  Mr. Jaffe will be 

celebrating his 90th birthday this Spring. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 
If approved, these Honorary Doctorates will be conferred at a future commencement ceremony. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

 

Supporting Documentation:                  Nominations for Honorary Doctorates 

Presented by: Dr. Diane Alperin, Interim Provost                               Phone:  561-297-3068 
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