
  

          Item: AS: I-1 

COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

 

 
SUBJECT: HARBOR BRANCH OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTITUTE – PILLAR UPDATE 
 

 
 

PROPOSED COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
No action is necessary.  This item is only informational. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Dr. Jim Sullivan, Executive Director of the Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, will give a general 
update on the status of the strategic plan pillar for ocean science/engineering and environmental sciences. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 
 
N/A 
 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Documentation: PowerPoint Presentation 
 
Presented by:   Dr. Jim Sullivan, Executive Director     Phone:  772-242-2313 



FAU HARBOR BRANCH PILLAR UPDATE
JIM SULLIVAN, PH.D.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



PUBLIC LECTURES, MEDIA, OUTREACH & POLITICAL CONNECTIONS

RAISING THE PROFILE OF THE PILLAR



GROWING THE PILLAR:
FIVE NEW FACULTY HIRES COMPLETED:
1. ELECTROCHEMIST (JOINT HIRE W/ I-SENSE)
2. BIOGEOCHEMIST (JOINT HIRE W/ WHC)
3. OCEAN ENGINEER - FLUID DYNAMICS (JOINT HIRE W/ OME)
4. OCEAN ENGINEER - COMPUTATIONAL (JOINT HIRE W/ OME)
5. DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGIST (JOINT HIRE W/ WHC)

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE HIRES:
1. DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

2. DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

3. ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MEDIA RELATIONS

4. ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION
5. DIRECTOR OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE



SOME RECENT GRANTS AND PROJECTS:

PILLAR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS:

“GROUPER GUARD” (~ $5M)

CUBESAT IMAGER FOR OCEAN ECOLOGY ($300K) 

VDS DEPLOYMENT PACKAGE FOR FAST ATTACK VESSELS (FOLLOW ON TO SUCCESSFUL $2M PROJECT FOR THE LCS)

MOVING TO CLASSIFIED RESEARCH (HBOI IS IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING A CLEARED

FACILITY)

DEVELOPING NATURAL PRODUCTS AGAINST

TRIPLE NEGATIVE BREAST CANCER ($800K) 



ONR FY19 APPROPRIATION: 

PERSISTENT MARITIME SURVEILLANCE

PILLAR SUPPORT - FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS:

$15 million funding to improve non-acoustic 

detection capabilities and sensors.

USDA FY19 APPROPRIATION:

DOMESTIC AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT

$2 million annually reoccurring funds for 

advancement of warm water aquaculture 

science.



Healthy Environment 
& Population

FAU/HBOI & Partner 
Expertise 

Florida HAB Crisis

Population Health 
Impacts

FLORIDA CENTER FOR COASTAL & HUMAN HEALTH
Est. August 2018 at FAU Harbor Branch 

RECRUITING STAKEHOLDERS & STRATEGIC PARTNERS

CONDUCTING CRITICAL RESEARCH



THANKS!
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?


